Additional file 1: Patient Narrative Interview Guide (PNIG)
	Axis
	Patient's lifeworld

	 Narrative process
	
	About illness
	Living with illness
	Beyond illness

	
	Forming narrative
	1. Can you tell me about your experience of illness?
2. How did you feel when you first realized you were ill? If you sought care, what was that experience like? If not, what were your thoughts at the time?
	3. Did your illness lead to any changes in your life early on?
4. Did you make any lifestyle changes when your illness first began?
	5. Can you tell me what your life was like at the beginning of your illness?
6. Did your relationships with family or friends change when your illness began? What changed, and what stayed the same?

	
	Retrospective narrative 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]7. What has been the most significant experience for you during your illness or treatment?
8. What challenges or frustrations did you face during your illness or treatment? How did you cope or adapt?
	9. What do you understand and feel about your illness? Are there any questions or uncertainties you still have?
10. Looking back, how has this illness affected your life?
	11. What activities or aspects of your life can you fully engage in without being limited by your illness?
12. How have these activities influenced your illness or your overall life experience?

	
	Reflective narrative 
	13. How has becoming ill influenced your views on health and illness?
14. Reflecting on your illness and medical care, have you experienced any positive or encouraging moments?

	15. What do you feel you value most after experiencing your illness?
16. Can you share how you have accompanied yourself during your illness, such as through faith, beliefs, religion, or other spiritual practices?
	17. What new insights about life have you gained through your illness?
18. Have you experienced any learning, growth, or positive changes in areas of your life beyond your health during this illness?

	
	Prospective narrative
	19. What are your expectations regarding your current health?
20. What would you like to do next about your illness or medical treatment? 
	21. How do you wish to manage your illness moving forward to reduce its impact on your life?
22. What steps would you like to take to support your health?
	23. What life goals do you hope to achieve during your recovery or once your condition stabilizes?
24. What are your aspirations for the future?

	
	Others

	
	25. Looking back on your illness journey, is there anything you would like to say to yourself or to your loved ones?
26. Reflecting on your experience with illness and care, is there anything you wish to share with your healthcare team?


Note. The original items were written in Chinese, and the English versions are translations ensuring conceptual consistency with the originals.
