	Additional File 4:  Meta-aggregation of qualitative findings on SpLDs in medical students: key challenges

	Knowledge acquisition
	Reading, writing  and spelling difficulaties
	Cornwell (2024), Shaw (2016)

	
	Memorising specific informations
	Cornwell (2024), Takakuwa (1998)

	
	Learning new words
	Cornwell (2024), Shaw (2016)

	
	Poor time management when large amount of information
	Cornwell (2024), Shaw (2016), Walters  (1993)

	
	Insufficient compensatory strategies
	Walters  (1993), Shaw (2016)

	
	Needs more time to study than peers
	Shaw (2016), Takakuwa (1998)

	Lectures
	Keeping up with lectures
	Takakuwa (1998), Shaw (2022)

	
	Note taking
	Shaw (2022)

	
	Retaining auditory information
	Shaw (2022)

	
	Transition familiar- unfamiliar area or context
	Walters (1993)

	
	Lack of flexibility
	Shaw (2022)

	
	Ineffectiveness of traditional teaching
	Shaw (2022)

	Assessment
	Time pressure
	Takakuwa (1998), Walters (1993), Cornwell (2024)

	
	Lack of flexibility
	Shaw (2022)

	
	Essay questions
	Shaw (2016, 2018, 2022)

	
	MCQ
	Takakuwa (1998)

	
	OSCE
	Shaw (2018)

	
	First-year examination fail
	Tso (2018)

	
	Noise disturbance
	Takakuwa (1998), Walters (1993)

	Emotional
	Self doubt 
	Cornwell (2024), Shaw (2016)

	
	Feelings of incompetence
	Cornwell (2024), Anderson (2020), Shaw (2018)

	
	Frustrations
	Takakuwa (1998)

	
	Anxiety
	Shaw (2016, 2018), Walters (1993)

	
	Feelings of isolation and low self-confidence
	Shaw (2018)

	
	Feelings of hopelessness
	Shaw (2018)

	
	Impact on disclosure
	Shaw (2018)

	
	Feelings of pride
	Shaw (2018)

	Social
	Social isolation
	Shaw (2016)

	
	Stigmatization
	Cornwell (2024), Shaw (2016)

	
	Negative comments from others, Bullying
	Shaw (2016, 2018)

	
	Stonewalling
	Shaw (2018)

	Systemic
	Non-inclusive admission exams 
	Cornwell,2024

	
	Lack of support in the system
	Shaw (2016, 2018, 2022)

	
	Lack of recognition among professors
	Cornwell (2024)

	Strenghts
	Improved communication
	Shaw (2016, 2018)

	
	Thinking outside the box
	Shaw (2016)

	
	Empathy
	Takakuwa (1998)

	
	Positive impact on patient care
	Shaw (2016, 2018), Takakuwa (1998)



