Supplementary File 1. Participant Information Sheet and Informed Consent Form

Study Title: Latent Profile Analysis of Innovation Capability and Its Influencing Factors Among Nursing College Students
Principal Investigator: Xi Wang, School of Nursing, Bengbu Medical University

Part A: Participant Information Sheet
You are being invited to take part in a research study. Before you decide whether to participate, it is important for you to understand why the research is being conducted and what it will involve. Please read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Please contact the research team if anything is unclear or if you would like more information. Take your time to decide whether or not you wish to participate.
1. What is the purpose of this study?
The purpose of this study is to investigate the current status of innovation capability among nursing college students, identify distinct profile types of innovation capability, and explore their associated factors. The findings will help inform the development of targeted educational strategies to support the cultivation of innovation capability in nursing education.
2. Why have I been invited to participate?
You have been invited because you are a currently enrolled nursing student at Bengbu Medical University. Approximately 1,200 nursing students will be invited to participate in this study.
3. Do I have to take part?
No. Participation in this study is entirely voluntary. It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If you do decide to participate, you will be asked to provide your consent as described below. You are free to withdraw from the study at any time, without giving any reason and without any penalty. Your decision to participate or not will have no impact whatsoever on your academic standing, course assessments, grades, or your relationship with the faculty, the School of Nursing, or Bengbu Medical University.
4. What will happen if I agree to take part?
If you agree to participate, you will be asked to complete a questionnaire about your innovation capability and some background information. The questionnaire takes approximately 8–12 minutes to complete. You may complete it either online via the Wenjuanxing platform or on paper, depending on the arrangement in your class or internship setting. The questionnaire contains questions about your innovative thinking, skills, motivation, your learning environment, and some demographic information. There are no right or wrong answers; we are interested in your honest self-assessment based on your actual experience.
5. What are the possible benefits of taking part?
There are no direct personal benefits to you from participating in this study. However, the information you provide will contribute to a better understanding of nursing students’ innovation capability and may help improve nursing education in the future.
6. What are the possible risks or disadvantages of taking part?
There are no foreseeable risks or discomforts associated with this study. The questionnaire is brief and non-invasive. You may skip any question you do not wish to answer. If, for any reason, you feel uncomfortable during the process, you may stop and withdraw at any time without consequences.
7. Will my responses be kept confidential?
Yes. All information collected from you will be treated with strict confidentiality. Your responses will be anonymized; no identifying information (such as your name or student ID) will be collected on the questionnaire. Data will be stored securely, accessible only to the authorized research team members. Findings will be reported only in aggregate form (e.g., group averages and percentages) and will not identify any individual participant.
8. What will happen to the results of the study?
The results of this study will be used for academic purposes, including publication in scientific journals and presentations at academic conferences. You will not be identifiable in any report or publication. A summary of the overall findings can be made available to your school upon completion of the study.
9. Who has approved this study?
This study has been reviewed and approved by the Medical Ethics Committee of Bengbu Medical University.
10. Contact for further information
If you have any questions or concerns about the study, please contact:
Principal Investigator: Xi Wang
School of Nursing, Bengbu Medical University
Email: dyv6j6@sina.com 

Thank you for taking the time to read this information.


Part B: Informed Consent Form
Study Title: Latent Profile Analysis of Innovation Capability and Its Influencing Factors Among Nursing College Students
Please read each statement below and confirm your agreement by ticking (✓) the box or signing where indicated.
By participating in this study, I confirm that:
☐ I have read and understood the Participant Information Sheet (Part A) for the above study. I have had the opportunity to ask questions and have had these answered satisfactorily.
☐ I understand that my participation is entirely voluntary and that I am free to withdraw at any time without giving any reason, without any impact on my academic standing, course assessments, grades, or relationship with the faculty, the School of Nursing, or Bengbu Medical University.
☐ I understand that my responses will be anonymized and kept strictly confidential. I understand that no identifying information will be collected and that the data will be used only for research purposes.
☐ I understand that the anonymized data may be used in academic publications and presentations, and I will not be identifiable in any of these outputs.
☐ I agree to participate in the above study.

Consent method: Please complete the consent process according to the survey format you are using:
For online survey participants:
☐ By ticking this box, I provide my electronic informed consent to participate in this study.
For paper survey participants:
Participant’s Signature: _______________ Date: ____ / ____ / ________
(Month / Day / Year)
Researcher’s Signature: _______________ Date: ____ / ____ / ________
(Month / Day / Year)

Thank you for your participation.

This informed consent form will be retained by the research team in accordance with institutional data management policies.
