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Completed Standards for Reporting Qualitative Research (SRQR) Checklist

	No.
	SRQR item
	Reported in this manuscript
	Location

	1
	Title
	The title identifies the study as an interview-based qualitative study.
	Title page

	2
	Abstract
	The abstract reports the background, methods, results, and conclusions.
	Abstract

	3
	Problem formulation
	The manuscript describes the need to examine international MBBS students’ motivations and perceived educational returns in China.
	Introduction

	4
	Purpose or research question
	The study purpose and three research questions are clearly stated.
	Introduction

	5
	Qualitative approach
	A qualitative research design using semi-structured interviews is reported.
	Method – Study Design

	6
	Researcher characteristics and reflexivity
	The researchers’ lack of teaching or administrative relationship with participants and reflexive procedures are described.
	Method – Participants; Data Collection; Rigor

	7
	Context
	The study context is international MBBS education at two public universities in China.
	Introduction; Method – Participants

	8
	Sampling strategy
	Purposeful sampling, eligibility criteria, recruitment procedures, and final sample size are reported.
	Method – Participants

	9
	Ethical issues
	Ethics approval, informed consent, anonymity, confidentiality, and secure data storage are reported.
	Ethics Approval; Declaration

	10
	Data collection methods
	Semi-structured interviews were conducted between June and November 2025, with two interview rounds for each participant.
	Method – Data Collection

	11
	Data collection instruments and technologies
	The interview guide, expert review, pilot interviews, audio recording, and field notes are described.
	Method – Data Collection

	12
	Units of study
	Seventeen international medical students participated, and their demographic and educational characteristics are reported.
	Results – Participant Characteristics; Table 1

	13
	Data processing
	Verbatim transcription, member checking, anonymised identifiers, encrypted storage, and NVivo 12 data management are reported.
	Method – Data Collection; Data Analysis

	14
	Data analysis
	Thematic analysis following Braun and Clarke was used, including coding, theme development, review, and refinement.
	Method – Data Analysis

	15
	Techniques to enhance trustworthiness
	Member checking, peer review, contextual description, NVivo-supported documentation, reflexive journals, and team discussions are reported.
	Method – Rigor

	16
	Synthesis and interpretation
	Two overarching themes and eight subthemes are presented and interpreted.
	Results; Table 2; Discussion

	17
	Links to empirical data
	Participant quotations are provided to support the themes and subthemes.
	Results

	18
	Integration with prior work and implications
	Findings are discussed in relation to previous literature, theory, and implications for international medical education.
	Discussion; Contributions and Implications

	19
	Limitations
	Limitations and suggestions for future research are reported.
	Limitations and Future Research

	20
	Conflicts of interest
	The authors declare no competing interests.
	Declaration

	21
	Funding
	The manuscript states that funding is not applicable.
	Declaration



