Supplementary Figure 1. English translation of the ethics committee-approved informed consent form provided to participants prior to enrollment. The document outlines the study objectives, procedures, voluntary nature of participation, confidentiality measures, and contact information for the research team.

Informed Consent Form

You are invited to participate in a research study entitled “Factors Influencing the Choice of a Surgical Specialty Among Medical Students in Türkiye”, conducted by Dr. Orhan Ağcaoğlu, faculty member of the Department of General Surgery, Koç University School of Medicine, with approval from the Koç University Ethics Committees (Approval No: 2018.119.IRB3.084).

Participation in this study is entirely voluntary. You may choose to participate or decline without any pressure, obligation, or consequences. Please read the information below carefully, and do not hesitate to ask questions if there is anything you do not fully understand before deciding whether to participate.

Purpose of the Study

The aim of this study is to identify the factors that influence medical students in Türkiye when choosing (or not choosing) a surgical career path. While similar studies exist in the international literature, no comparable study has been conducted in Türkiye to date.

Procedures

If you agree to participate voluntarily, you will be asked to complete a questionnaire consisting of 18 questions.

Potential Risks and Discomforts

There are no known risks or discomforts associated with participation in this study.

Potential Benefits to Participants and/or Society

The data obtained from this study will provide insight into the profile of students who prefer surgical specialties, describe how surgical fields are perceived from the student perspective, and may contribute to the improvement of medical education.

Confidentiality

All information obtained in connection with this study that can be linked to you will remain confidential and will not be shared with third parties without your permission. Confidentiality will be ensured through a predefined coding system, and access to the code key will be limited to the principal investigator only. All data will be stored in a secure, password-protected database with restricted access.

Voluntary Participation and Withdrawal

Your decision to participate in this study is entirely voluntary. You may withdraw from the study at any time without losing any rights or being subject to any penalty.

I confirm that I have read and understood the information above, that my questions have been answered satisfactorily, and that I voluntarily agree to participate in this study, with the understanding that I may withdraw at any time.
