	Supplemental Table 1 Relationship between subtopics and questions incorrectly answered levels defined.

	Subtopic/ Levelling
	Fluoride and preventive applications
	Anesthetic applications and sedation
	Cariology and treatment planning
	Behavior management
	Dental embryology and primary and permanent tooth features
	Dental developmental anomalies
	Dental trauma
	Tooth eruption 
and 
occlusion relationships
	Oral lesions
	Periodontal diseases
	Pulpal diseases 
and endodontic treatments
	Restorative treatments and materials
	Systemic diseases and drug application
	Total 
	Cramer’s V
	Value
	p value*

	Level 0
	5 (50.0) a,b
	7 (63.6)  a,b
	8 (80.0)  a,b
	5 (71.4)  a,b
	7 (63.6)a,b
	8 (50.0) a,b
	18 (75.0)  a,b
	11 (64.8) a,b
	10 (90.9) a,b
	2 (66.7) a,b
	9 (75.0) a,b
	4 (28.6) b
	24 (85.7) a
	118 (67.8)
	0.344
	41.064
	0.016

	Level 1-2
	3 (30.0)
	3 (27.3)
	0 (0.0)
	2 (28.6)
	0 (0.0)
	7 (43.8)
	4 (16.7)
	3 (17.6)
	1 (9.1)
	1 (33.3)
	1 (8.3)
	6 (42.9)
	0 (0.0)
	31 (17.8)
	
	
	

	Level ≥3
	2 (20.0)
	1 (9.1)
	2 (2.0)
	0 (0.0)
	4 (36.4)
	1 (6.3)
	2 (8.3)
	3 (17.6)
	0 (0.0)
	0 (0.0)
	2 (16.7)
	4 (28.6)
	4 (14.3)
	25 (14.4)
	
	
	

	Data were presented as counts (percentages). *P value was obtained using the Pearson chi-square test. Each subscript letter denotes a subset of groups whose column proportions do not differ significantly from each other. Effect size was reported as Cramér’s V.




	Supplemental Table 2 Relationship between question type and questions incorrectly answered levels defined.

	Question type/Levelling
	Theoretical
	Clinical
	Total 
	Cramer’s V
	Value
	p value*

	[bookmark: _Hlk225197324]Level 0
	82 (63.6)
	36 (80.0)
	118 (67.8)
	0.154
	4.128
	0.127

	Level 1-2
	26 (20.2)
	5 (11.1)
	31 (17.8)
	
	
	

	Level ≥3
	21 (16.3)
	4 (8.9)
	25 (14.4)
	
	
	

	Data were presented as counts (percentages). *P value was obtained using the Pearson chi-square test. Effect size was reported as Cramér’s V.



