Additional file 3: Search strategy
Ovid/MEDLINE
	Search
	Query
	Results
31-07-2024
	Update
21-10-2025

	5
	1 and 2 and 3 and 4
	448
	497

	4
	exp "Credentialing"/ or exp "Education, Dental, Continuing"/ or exp “Accreditation”/ or exp “Health Policy”/ or exp “Clinical Competence”/ or ("revalid*" or "recertif*" or “re-certif*” or “certif*” or “continuous educat*” or “professional develop*” or “re-licens*” or "licens*" or "recogni*" or "homologat*" or "diploma*" or "graduate*" or "accredit*" or "recruit*" or "qualif*" or “legislation*” or “regulat*” or “law” or “laws” or “polic*”).ti,ab,kf.

	4,653,280
	5,034,987

	3
	exp "Dental Health Services"/ or exp "Dentistry"/ or exp "Dental Facilities"/ or exp "Dentists"/ or exp "Dental Staff"/ or ("dental*" or "dentist*").ti,ab,kf.
	628,258
	656,413

	2
	exp "Europe"/ or exp "European Union"/ or ("pan-euro*" or "trans-euro*" or "Euro*" or "EU" or "EEA" or "European Economic Area" or "Austria*" or "Belgium" or "Belgian" or "Bulgaria*" or "Croatia*" or "Cyprus" or "Cypriot" or "Czech*" or "Denmark" or "Danish" or "Estonia*" or "Finland" or "Finnish" or "France" or "French*" or "German*" or "Greece" or "Greek" or "Hungary" or "Hungarian" or "Ireland" or "Irish” or “Italy" or "Italian" or "Latvia*" or "Lithuania*" or "Luxembourg*" or "Malta" or "Maltese" or "Netherlands" or "Dutch" or "Poland" or "Polish" or "Portugal" or "Portuguese" or "Romania*" or "Slovakia*" or "Slovenia*" or "Spain" or "Spanish" or "Sweden" or "Swedish" or "Iceland*" or "Liechtenstein" or "Norway" or "Norwegian" or "UK" or "United Kingdom" or "Great Britain" or "British" or "England" or "English" or "Scotland" or "Scottish" or "Welsh" or "Wales").ti,ab,kf.
	2,751,338
	2,915,062

	1
	exp "Foreign Professional Personnel"/ or "Emigration and Immigration"/ or exp "Health Workforce"/ or exp “Career Mobility”/ or "Professional Practice Location"/ or  ("mobilit*" or "international mobil*" or "migrat*" or (("immigra*" or "foreign*" or "international*" or "expat*" or "migrant*") and ("work*" or "personnel" or "profession*” OR “graduate*" or "employ*" or "labourer*" or "laborer" or "staff*"))).ti,ab,kf.
	778,718
	842,970



Elsevier/Embase.com
	Search
	Query
	Results
31-07-2024
	Update
21-10-2025

	6
	#5 NOT ('conference abstract'/it OR 'conference paper'/it OR 'conference review'/it OR 'clinical trial':dtype)
	629
	734

	5
	1 and 2 and 3 and 4
	712
	956

	4
	'accreditation'/exp OR 'dental education'/exp OR 'health care policy'/exp OR 'clinical competence'/exp OR 'revalid*':ti,ab,kw OR 'recertif*':ti,ab,kw OR 're-certif*':ti,ab,kw OR 'certif*':ti,ab,kw OR 'continuous educat*':ti,ab,kw OR 'professional develop*':ti,ab,kw OR 're-licens*':ti,ab,kw OR 'licens*':ti,ab,kw OR 'recogni*':ti,ab,kw OR 'homologat*':ti,ab,kw OR 'diploma*':ti,ab,kw OR 'graduate*':ti,ab,kw OR 'accredit*':ti,ab,kw OR 'recruit*':ti,ab,kw OR 'qualif*':ti,ab,kw OR 'legislation*':ti,ab,kw OR 'regulat*':ti,ab,kw OR 'law':ti,ab,kw OR 'laws':ti,ab,kw OR 'polic*':ti,ab,kw
	5,963,597
	6,540,678

	3
	'dentistry'/exp OR 'dental facility'/exp OR 'dentist'/exp OR 'dental staff'/exp OR 'dental*':ti,ab,kw OR 'dentist*':ti,ab,kw
	450,246
	482,135

	2
	'Europe'/exp OR 'European Union'/exp OR 'pan-euro*':ti,ab,kw OR 'trans-euro*':ti,ab,kw OR 'euro*':ti,ab,kw OR 'eu':ti,ab,kw OR 'eea':ti,ab,kw OR 'european economic area':ti,ab,kw OR 'austria*':ti,ab,kw OR 'belgium':ti,ab,kw OR 'belgian':ti,ab,kw OR 'bulgaria*':ti,ab,kw OR 'croatia*':ti,ab,kw OR 'cyprus':ti,ab,kw OR 'cypriot':ti,ab,kw OR 'czech*':ti,ab,kw OR 'denmark':ti,ab,kw OR 'danish':ti,ab,kw OR 'estonia*':ti,ab,kw OR 'finland':ti,ab,kw OR 'finnish':ti,ab,kw OR 'france':ti,ab,kw OR 'french*':ti,ab,kw OR 'german*':ti,ab,kw OR 'greece':ti,ab,kw OR 'greek':ti,ab,kw OR 'hungary':ti,ab,kw OR 'hungarian':ti,ab,kw OR 'ireland':ti,ab,kw OR 'irish':ti,ab,kw  OR 'italy':ti,ab,kw OR 'italian':ti,ab,kw OR 'latvia*':ti,ab,kw OR 'lithuania*':ti,ab,kw OR 'luxembourg*':ti,ab,kw OR 'malta':ti,ab,kw OR 'maltese':ti,ab,kw OR 'netherlands':ti,ab,kw OR 'dutch':ti,ab,kw OR 'poland':ti,ab,kw OR 'polish':ti,ab,kw OR 'portugal':ti,ab,kw OR 'portuguese':ti,ab,kw OR 'romania*':ti,ab,kw OR 'slovakia*':ti,ab,kw OR 'slovenia*':ti,ab,kw OR 'spain':ti,ab,kw OR 'spanish':ti,ab,kw OR 'sweden':ti,ab,kw OR 'swedish':ti,ab,kw OR 'iceland*':ti,ab,kw OR 'liechtenstein':ti,ab,kw OR 'norway':ti,ab,kw OR 'norwegian':ti,ab,kw OR 'uk':ti,ab,kw OR 'united kingdom':ti,ab,kw OR 'great britain':ti,ab,kw OR 'british':ti,ab,kw OR 'england':ti,ab,kw OR 'english':ti,ab,kw OR 'scotland':ti,ab,kw OR 'scottish':ti,ab,kw OR 'welsh':ti,ab,kw OR 'wales':ti,ab,kw
	3,691,663
	3,955,207

	1
	'foreign worker'/exp OR ‘migration’/exp OR 'health workforce'/exp OR 'career mobility'/exp OR 'professional practice'/de OR ('mobilit*':ti,ab,kw OR 'international mobil*':ti,ab,kw OR 'migrat*':ti,ab,kw OR (('immigra*':ti,ab,kw OR 'foreign*':ti,ab,kw OR 'international*':ti,ab,kw OR 'expat*':ti,ab,kw OR 'migrant*':ti,ab,kw) AND ('work*':ti,ab,kw OR 'personnel':ti,ab,kw OR 'profession*':ti,ab,kw OR 'graduate*':ti,ab,kw OR 'employ*':ti,ab,kw OR 'labourer*':ti,ab,kw OR 'laborer':ti,ab,kw OR 'staff*':ti,ab,kw)))
	1,033,735
	1,132,111



Web of Science (Core Collection)
	Search
	Query
	Results
31-07-2024
	Update
21-10-2025

	5
	#4 AND #3 AND #2 AND #1
	712
	956

	4
	TS=(“dental education” OR “accreditation” OR “health care policy” OR “clinical competence” OR “revalid*” OR “recertif*” OR “re-certif*” OR “certif*” OR “continuous educat*” OR “professional develop*” OR “re-licens*” OR “licens*” OR “recogni*” OR “homologat*” OR “diploma*” OR “graduate*” OR “accredit*” OR “recruit*” OR “qualif*” OR “legislation*” OR “regulat*” OR “law” OR “laws” OR “polic*”)
	5,963,597
	6,540,678

	3
	TS=(“dental facility” OR “dental staff” OR “dental*” OR “dentist*”)
	450,246
	482,135

	2
	TS=(“Europe” OR “European Union” OR “pan-euro*” OR “trans-euro*” OR “euro*” OR “eu” OR “eea” OR “european economic area” OR “austria*” OR “belgium” OR “belgian” OR “bulgaria*” OR “croatia*” OR “cyprus” OR “cypriot” OR “czech*” OR “denmark” OR “danish” OR “estonia*” OR “finland” OR “finnish” OR “france” OR “french*” OR “german*” OR “greece” OR “greek” OR “hungary” OR “hungarian” OR “ireland” OR “irish” OR “italy” OR “italian” OR “latvia*” OR “lithuania*” OR “luxembourg*” OR “malta” OR “maltese” OR “netherlands” OR “dutch” OR “poland” OR “polish” OR “portugal” OR “portuguese” OR “romania*” OR “slovakia*” OR “slovenia*” OR “spain” OR “spanish” OR “sweden” OR “swedish” OR “iceland*” OR “liechtenstein” OR “norway” OR “norwegian” OR “uk” OR “united kingdom” OR “great britain” OR “british” OR “england” OR “english” OR “scotland” OR “scottish” OR “welsh” OR “wales”)
	3,691,663
	3,955,207

	1
	TS=(“foreign worker” OR “emigration” OR “immigration” OR “migration” OR “health workforce” OR “career mobility” OR “professional practice” OR (“mobilit*” OR “international mobil*” OR “migrat*” OR ((“immigra*” OR “foreign*” OR “international*” OR “expat*” OR “migrant*”) AND (“work*” OR “personnel” OR “profession*” OR “graduate*” OR “employ*” OR “labourer*” OR “laborer” OR “staff*”)))
	1,033,735
	1,132,111



Scopus
	Search
	Query
	Results
31-07-2024
	Update
21-10-2025

	5
	#4 AND #3 AND #2 AND #1 (Excluding conference papers and conference reviews)
	468
	652

	4
	TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "dental education" OR "accreditation" OR "health care policy" OR "clinical competence" OR"revalid*" OR "recertif*" OR "re-certif*" OR "certif*" OR "continuous educat*" OR "professional develop*"OR "re-licens*" OR "licens*" OR "recogni*" OR "homologat*" OR "diploma*" OR "graduate*" OR "accredit*"OR "recruit*" OR "qualif*" OR "legislation*" OR "regulat*" OR "law" OR "laws" OR "polic*" )
	10,222,493
	12,885,044

	3
	TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "dental facility" OR "dental staff" OR "dental*" OR "dentist*" )
	425,481
	721,347

	2
	TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "europe" OR "european union" OR "pan-euro*" OR "trans-euro*" OR "euro*" OR "eu" OR"eea" OR "european economic area" OR "austria*" OR "belgium" OR "belgian" OR "bulgaria*" OR "croatia*"OR "cyprus" OR "cypriot" OR "czech*" OR "denmark" OR "danish" OR "estonia*" OR "finland" OR "finnish" OR"france" OR "french*" OR "german*" OR "greece" OR "greek" OR "hungary" OR "hungarian" OR "ireland" OR "irish" OR "italy" OR "italian" OR "latvia*" OR "lithuania*" OR "luxembourg*" OR "malta" OR "maltese" OR"netherlands" OR "dutch" OR "poland" OR "polish" OR "portugal" OR "portuguese" OR "romania*" OR"slovakia*" OR "slovenia*" OR "spain" OR "spanish" OR "sweden" OR "swedish" OR "iceland*" OR"liechtenstein" OR "norway" OR "norwegian" OR "uk" OR "united kingdom" OR "great britain" OR "british"OR "england" OR "english" OR "scotland" OR "scottish" OR "welsh" OR "wales" )
	6,562,911
	8,843,848

	1
	TITLE-ABS ( "foreign worker" OR "emigration" OR "immigration" OR "migration" OR "health workforce" OR "career mobility" OR "professional practice" OR ( "mobilit*" OR "international mobil*" OR "migrat*" OR ( ( "immigra*" OR "foreign*" OR "international*" OR "expat*" OR "migrant*" ) AND ( "work*" OR "personnel" OR "profession*" OR "graduate*" OR "employ*" OR "labourer*" OR "laborer" OR "staff*" ) ) ) ) OR AUTHKEY ( "foreign worker" OR "emigration" OR "immigration" OR "migration" OR "health workforce" OR "career mobility" OR "professional practice" OR ( "mobilit*" OR "international mobil*" OR "migrat*" OR ( ( "immigra*" OR "foreign*" OR "international*" OR "expat*" OR "migrant*" ) AND ( "work*" OR "personnel" OR "profession*" OR "graduate*" OR "employ*" OR "labourer*" OR "laborer" OR "staff*" ) ) ) )
	2,138,274
	2,348,417



Summary table
	Database/Search stage
	Initial search
	Updated search

	
	31-07-2024
	21-10-2025

	Ovid/MEDLINE
	448
	497

	Elsevier/Embase.com
	629
	734

	Web of science (Core Collection)
	383
	443

	Scopus
	468
	652

	Total records retrieved
	1,928
	2,326

	Duplicates removed within each set
	937
	1,165

	Records after deduplication
	991
	1,161

	Records matched to July 2024 dataset and removed
	N/A
	975

	Records retained for screening
	991
	186

	Records screened (cumulative)
	991
	1,177




