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QUESTIONS

i. To what profession do you belong to?
· Nurse
· Nurse with specialty
· General practitioner
· Specialist doctor

ii. What is your seniority? 
· < 5 years
· 5 – 15 years
· > 15 years

iii. To what age group do you belong to?
· 20 – 29 years old
· 30 – 39 years old
· 40 – 49 years old
· 50 – 59 years old
· 60 – 69 years old
· 70 – 79 years old

Explanation on wording: In Icelandic, the words „líknardráp/dánaraðstoð“ were used together for „medical assistance in dying (MAID)“. Directly translated they mean „palliative killing/assisted dying“ and are both in use in Icelandic society. Using them both was done to ensure impartiality.  In this translation MAID is used. 

[For all questions it was made different from one test taker to another how the answer items were ordered (a, b, c, etc.) to avoid first-option bias. Here they are shown with fixed letter assignments for more ease of referral] 


1. What is your position on medical assistance in dying (MAID)? Choose one answer item or your own answer in “Other”. 
a. I do not support MAID of any kind.
b. I support MAID following a legitimate and responsible assessment process of the condition of the dying patient who requests it and experiences ongoing unbearable suffering. 
c. I am in favour of the legislature and the health authorities opening a legal loophole for MAID for dying patients who medical professionals can, according to their professional judgement and consultation, provide quietly in humanitarian exceptional cases.
d. I am not sure/have not made up my mind.
e. Other “___________”

1a

You have answered “I do not support MAID of any kind” to question 1. What are the main reasons for your answer? Choose one or more items that you think are relevant reasons.

a. Dying people in existential angst should receive the best palliative care available, and this is how health professionals can best help them.
b. Killing people is not in line with the goals of nursing or the medical profession.
c. The risk is that people feel compelled to ask for assisted dying due to difficult circumstances or pressure from others/society.
d. It can never morally be the patient’s right (and the doctor’s duty) to be assisted in dying before the event of natural death.
e. All systems make mistakes. Death is final, so a potentially wrongly decided euthanasia cannot be reversed. It is a too steep of a price.
f. The sanctity of life is unquestionable. No one should shorten a person’s life under any circumstances.
g. [bookmark: _Hlk165027609]Other “___________”









1b
You have answered “I support MAID following a legitimate and responsible assessment process of the condition of the dying patient who requests it and experiences ongoing unbearable suffering” to question 1. 
What are the main reasons for your answer? Choose one or more items that you think are relevant reasons.

a. Dying people in existential agony and in an unbearable condition should be able to choose between palliative treatment or being allowed to request assisted dying within the framework of a safe arrangement.
b. Autonomy over one’s own life to the fullest is one of the most important moral values of every person. A request for assisted dying is a request for help in dying on your own terms, with dignity and at your own time.
c. Life is the last (ultimate) value of people, but in view of dying and suffering unbearably, assisted dying can be the last good that the requestors wish for from the health care system.
d. Killing a person is not the goal of health care, doctors or nurses, but MAID is at the request of the dying person and never advised by health professionals. In the eyes of the one who asks, it is a beneficence, not a wrongdoing.
e. Even though dying people may not have a legal or moral right to have doctors/nurses provide them with MAID, a system of MAID with the optional involvement of health professionals may be justified.
f. Reasons are not of main importance, but that a solid option for MAID is available for those people who want it and they do not have to be ashamed or in anguish by not being able to look anywhere for it.
g. The risk of abuse of the solid arrangements of systems around MAID is negligible. Requests must be repeated and evaluated by two doctors.
h. Other “___________”

















1b i-iii 
You have answered “I support MAID following a legitimate and responsible assessment process of the condition of the dying patient who requests it and experiences ongoing unbearable suffering” to question 1.  

i. 
More related to this, what do you think is appropriate regarding the health status of a patient who requests MAID? [Choose one answer item]
a. Only dying patients can be involved.
b. In addition to the dying, there may be chronically ill people in unbearable existential anguish.
 Other “____________”

ii. 
More related to this, what do you think is appropriate regarding the choices, rights and obligations? [Choose either c) or d)]
[bookmark: _Hlk165028844]c.  A patient should have the right to MAID and, consequently, the doctor/health care system has a corresponding duty to perform it.
d.  A patient should have the right to request MAID but not a direct right to have it performed (and therefore the doctor/health care system has no duty to it). Medical assistance in dying should be optional.

iii.
More related to this, what do you think is appropriate regarding the implementation? [Choose one answer item]
e.  The patient’s physician directly intervenes and performs the euthanasia itself.
f.   A doctor gives a prescription for a lethal drug that the patient takes himself.
g.  A doctor can either perform the euthanasia or issue the prescription.
   Other “____________”


1c 

You have answered “I am not sure/have not made up my mind” to question 1. 
What are the main reasons for your answer? Choose one or more items that you think are relevant reasons.
a. The issue is morally complex, and I will reserve judgement on it for now.
b. There is a lack of discussion among Icelandic health professionals and/or health authorities.
c. I have not been able to familiarise myself with the matter well enough.
d. I have felt that there is a lack of meaningful and good information about the matter.
e. Other “____________”
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