INTERVIEW GUIDE
TOPIC: Ethical Issues in Providing Comprehensive Abortion Care to Adolescents: A Qualitative Study of Healthcare Providers in the Eastern Region of Ghana
PREAMBLE: The interviews were audio-recorded with permission and consent from the participants. It is made up of three parts. Part One contains the socio-demographic characteristics, Part Two explores the ethical issues healthcare providers face in providing comprehensive abortion care to adolescents and Part Three describes how healthcare providers resolve ethical dilemmas that arise in the provision of comprehensive abortion care to adolescents. The interview lasts for 45 to 60 minutes.
Part One: Socio-Demographic Characteristics
	S/N
	QUESTION
	RESPONSE

	1
	How old are you?
	
…………………………….

	2
	Sex 
	Male
Female 

	3
	What is your level of education?
	Primary 
Secondary 
Tertiary 

	4
	What is your religion?
	Christianity 
Islam 
Traditionalist 
Prefer not to say

	5
	What is your marital status?
	Never married
Married
Separated 
Divorced 
Prefer not to say

	6
	Job Qualification/Occupation
	Midwife 
Medical doctor
Physician Assistant
Nurse 
Other 

	7
	How long have you been providing CAC services?
	
………………………………

	8
	How often do you receive refresher training on CAC
	
………………………………



Part Two: Ethical issues healthcare providers face in providing comprehensive abortion care to adolescents 
1. What ethical challenges do you encounter in providing abortion services to adolescents?
Probes: 
a. How do you obtain informed consent from adolescents seeking abortion services?
b. With regards to adolescents’ sole decision to request for the service, how do you handle it? 
c. Under what specific circumstance does the parents’ involvement matter or otherwise?  
d. How do you address adolescents’ request not to involve their parents or another adult when seeking abortion services?
e. What specific ways may warrant the adolescent being referred to a different provider or facility?
2. What information do you provide to adolescents during pre-abortion counseling? 
Ask follow-up questions based on the response
3. How do you provide post-abortion counseling to adolescents?
[bookmark: _Hlk177231210]            Ask follow-up questions based on the response
4. In your opinion, (If any) what are the ways through which CAC services to adolescents could be beneficial to them? 
           Ask follow-up questions based on the response
5. How is confidentiality and privacy ensured in your facility?
            Ask follow-up questions based on the response
Part Three: How healthcare providers resolve ethical dilemmas that arise in the provision of comprehensive abortion care to adolescents
1. How do you resolve conflicting situations (Dilemmas) that arise in providing CAC to adolescents?
Probes:
a. When do you consult the Ghana Health Service (GHS) CAC standards and protocols?
b. When do you consult peers and colleagues?
c. How do you balance your religious belief, personal principles and the GHS CAC standards and protocols in the provision of abortion services to adolescents? 
2. Do you have any other comments that may be relevant to my research?

Thank you for your time








