Interview Guide: Research Ethics Committees (RECs) and Research Ethics Office (RE0) Perspectives on Large Language Models and AI Ethics Review: A South African Case 

The study aims to investigate the potential benefits, risks, and ethical implications associated with the use of Large Language Models (LLMs) in health research from the viewpoint of RECs and REOs. By gathering insights from these key stakeholders, the study seeks to contribute to a better understanding of the ethical challenges and considerations specific to the use of LLMs in the context of health research.

Research question: what are the perceived ethical challenges, benefits and limitations for the use of LLM in the context of health research.

Introduction:
- Welcome the participant and provide a brief overview of the interview's purpose, which is to gather their perspectives on the ethical considerations surrounding the use of LLMs in health research.

- Explain that their insights will contribute to a better understanding of the ethical implications and inform the development of guidelines and policies in this area.
- Emphasize that their responses will be kept confidential and used for research purposes only.

1. Background and Experience:
- Ask the participant to briefly introduce themselves and provide their background and experience in health research, years of experience as a RECs and REOs, field of expertise e.t.c
- Inquire about their familiarity with LLMs and their previous exposure to or involvement in research projects that have utilized LLMs. Give examples on which of the LLM they have used and how they have used the LLMs

2. Perceptions of LLMs in Health Research:
- What is your perspective on the use of LLMs in health research? 
What are the benefits in using the tool?
What are your concerns about the use of the tool?

3. Ethical Considerations:
- What do you think are the ethical considerations that arise when using LLMs in health research? Probe questions related to
 Privacy and confidentiality: How can the privacy and confidentiality of research participants be protected when using LLMs?
 Informed consent: How can researchers ensure that participants fully understand the implications of their data being processed by LLMs?
 Bias and fairness: What measures should be taken to address potential biases in LLM-generated outputs and ensure fairness in health research?
Transparency and accountability: How can researchers and institutions ensure transparency and accountability in the use of LLMs in health research?

4. Role of Research Ethics Committees (RECs):
- How has the use of LLMs impacted your work as a RECs and REOs?
How do you think the use of LLMs could improve your process of reviewing protocols etc?
What ethical considerations should RECs and REOs focus on when reviewing research proposals involving LLMs?
What challenges or limitations do RECs and REOs face when assessing the ethical aspects of LLM use in health research?

5. Mitigating Ethical Concerns:
- In what ways do you think ethical concerns associated with the use of LLMs in health research can be mitigated?
What would suggest or recommend RECs and REOs to ensure the responsible and ethical use of LLMs in their work?

6. Conclusion:
- Thank the participant for their valuable insights and contributions to the interview.
- Offer them an opportunity to add any additional comments or raise any other relevant points regarding the ethics of using LLMs in health research.
- Reiterate the confidentiality of their responses and express gratitude for their participation.


