Supplemental Material 2. Interview Guide (English Translation)

Greeting and Introduction
Thank you very much for giving me this valuable opportunity today despite your busy schedule.
My name is Toda and I will be conducting the interview. I look forward to speaking with you.
With your permission, I would like to audio-record the interview to accurately capture your responses. Would that be acceptable?
I will now ask you some questions related to the questionnaire you answered earlier. The interview will take approximately 30 minutes.
If, at any point, you feel unwell or need a break, please do not hesitate to let me know.
(If your child is present) You may pause the interview at any time to breastfeed or take care of your child and I will proceed flexibly according to your situation.
As explained in advance, the information you provide today will remain anonymous. No individual will be identified by name or in relation to what was said, so please feel comfortable answering.
However, please note that recalling your childbirth experience may sometimes evoke unpleasant feelings. If you find it too difficult to continue the interview, please let me know at any time.

Interview Questions
· To begin, could you share your candid impressions of completing the questionnaire?
· What do you think this questionnaire was asking about?
(Alternative phrasing): What is this questionnaire asking you?
· When you hear “care provided by midwives during childbirth,” what specific scenes or situations come to mind?
· Were the questionnaire items easy to answer?
· Were there any items that were difficult to answer?
· In what ways did you find them difficult to answer?
· Were there any items whose meaning was unclear?
· In what ways did you find them unclear?
· You completed this questionnaire at X months postpartum. How did you feel about the timing? Would it have been better if it had been earlier or later or was it appropriate?
· Did you feel the amount of time required to complete the questionnaire was sufficient?
· This questionnaire used a four-point response scale. Were you able to respond in a way that matched your feelings?
· What kinds of response options would allow you to express your feelings more accurately?
· In evaluating the quality of care you received from midwives during childbirth, did you feel the questionnaire items were sufficient or did you find them lacking?
· Why do you think so?
· Were there any items you felt were unnecessary in evaluating the quality of midwifery care during childbirth?
· Were there any additional items you think should be included?

Closing
That concludes the interview. Thank you very much for your cooperation.
If you have any questions about the interview or your participation in this study, please contact us using the information provided in the study information sheet.
We are also currently seeking women who would be willing to participate in the same survey you have just completed. Eligible participants are women within 1 year postpartum who can read, write, and speak Japanese at a native or near-native level.
If you have friends or acquaintances who might be interested, we would greatly appreciate your referral.

