APPENDİX
Ventilator Associated Pneumonia Prevention Knowledge and Attitudes Scale (VAPPKAS)
	
Below are statements regarding some respiratory practices. Please select the option that best suits you.
	I totally disagree
	I disagree
	I'm undecided
	I agree
	I totally agree 

	1. The tracheostomy site is routinely assessed for signs of local infection.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2. Sterile materials are used in all tracheostomy care procedures.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	3. I ensure proper hand hygiene before and after every procedure by using soap and water or an alcohol-based hand sanitizer.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	4. Sterile water is preferred for use in oxygen therapy humidifier bottles and other humidification devices.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	5. A separate nebulizer mask is used for each patient requiring nebulization.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6. Oral care is performed with mechanical cleaning covering the teeth, cheeks, and tongue.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	7. Unless contraindicated, the head of the bed is elevated to 30–45 degrees for patients at high risk of aspiration pneumonia.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	8. A clean and disinfected humidifier bottle is used for each new patient.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	9. Oral care is provided at least once per shift (every 8 hours) for patients on mechanical ventilation.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	10. A protective gown is worn during aspiration procedures in situations with a risk of contamination by secretions
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	11. Cuff pressure is carefully maintained between 20–30 cmH₂O.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	12. For patients with endotracheal intubation, cuff (balloon) pressure is measured at least once per shift.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	13. Respiratory circuits are periodically replaced for the same patient, even in the absence of visible contamination or functional impairment.
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	14. The washing solution used for aspiration catheters is replaced at least every 8 hours.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	15. [bookmark: _GoBack]I do not prefer to perform oral care using a chlorhexidine-containing product for patients receiving mechanical ventilation.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


*Inverse item

1

