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[bookmark: _GoBack]Part 1: Socio-Demographic and Personal Background
1. Can you tell me your age?
2. What is your gender?
3. How long have you been working as a general nurse?
4. How long have you been working in this ICU?
5. In the last two weeks, how many mechanically ventilated patients have you cared for?
6. What is your highest nursing qualification? (Diploma, Bachelor, Master, Doctoral….)
7. Have you taken any ICU training courses? Please describe.
8. Have you had any special training specifically on VAP prevention? If yes, what kind?
9. Do you hold any additional qualifications such as a diploma in respiratory therapy?
Part 2: Organizational Factors
1. How would you describe your workload in the ICU?
2. Do you face any challenges with availability of supplies? Please explain.
3. How would you describe your overall experience working in intensive care?
4. In your opinion, how effective are the current protocols for preventing VAP in your ICU?
5. How often do you receive training related to VAP prevention?
6. Are there enough resources to maintain hygiene and infection control in your ICU?
7. How often are the guidelines for VAP prevention updated in your unit?
8. What kind of support do you receive from hospital management in implementing VAP prevention strategies?
9. How would you describe the adequacy of staffing levels in your ICU for VAP prevention?
10. How accessible are infection control protocols and resources for staff in your ICU?
Part 3: Knowledge and Perceptions of VAP Prevention
1. From your experience, which intubation route is best for reducing the risk of VAP, and why?
2. Can you tell me when humidifiers should ideally be changed?
3. What do you think is the recommended head-of-bed elevation to help prevent VAP?
4. When caring for a ventilated patient, in what situations should sterile gloves be worn?
5. When should handwashing be performed during oral or endotracheal suctioning?
6. How often should oral care be provided to ventilated patients, and how is it best performed?
7. What do you know about the role of stress ulcer prophylaxis in relation to VAP risk?
8. How do staffing levels in the ICU affect VAP prevention?
9. In your opinion, how does continuous education of ICU staff influence the prevention of nosocomial infections like VAP?
Part 4: Practices Related to VAP Prevention
1. Can you describe your routine practices for hand hygiene and glove use when caring for ventilated patients?
2. How do you usually manage ventilator care measures such as draining condensate, humidifying circuits, or replacing equipment?
3. What steps do you follow for endotracheal suctioning care?
4. How is oral hygiene maintained for ventilated patients in your ICU?
5. Can you describe the practices related to peptic ulcer prophylaxis and feeding methods?
6. How are daily weaning and extubation assessments carried out in your ICU?
