	Outcome
	Risk of Bias
	Inconsistency
	Indirectness
	Imprecision
	Publication Bias
	Certainty of Evidence

	Prevalence of workplace violence among emergency nurses
	Moderate (convenience sampling, recall bias in several studies)
	Low (findings consistent across multiple regions)
	Low (directly applicable to ED nursing populations)
	Moderate (some wide confidence intervals)
	Possible (few unpublished studies identified)
	Moderate

	Types of violence (verbal vs. physical)
	Moderate (self-reported measures, limited validation)
	Moderate (variation across countries and settings)
	Low (studies directly assessed ED nurses)
	High (large pooled samples, narrow CIs)
	Possible
	Low

	Risk factors (e.g., shift work, patient acuity, staffing levels)
	High (observational designs, reliance on retrospective recall)
	High (heterogeneity across contexts and study designs)
	Moderate (some indirectness in generalizability)
	Moderate (small subgroup samples)
	Likely (selective reporting suspected)
	Very Low

	Psychological outcomes (burnout, stress, compassion fatigue)
	Moderate (validated scales used inconsistently)
	Moderate (variation in effect sizes across studies)
	Low (directly relevant to ED nurses)
	Moderate (confidence intervals overlap)
	Possible
	Low


Table 1: GRADE SUMMARY OF FINDINGS



	Complete Search Strategies Across Databases
PubMed/MEDLINE

#1 "Emergency Nursing"[Mesh] OR "Emergency Service, Hospital"[Mesh:NoExp]
#2 "Nurses"[Mesh] OR "Nurse Practitioners"[Mesh]
#3 #1 AND #2
#4 emergency nurse*[tiab] OR emergency department nurse*[tiab] OR 
   emergency room nurse*[tiab] OR ED nurse*[tiab] OR ER nurse*[tiab] OR 
   accident and emergency nurse*[tiab] OR A&E nurse*[tiab]
#5 #3 OR #4
#6 "Workplace Violence"[Mesh] OR "Violence"[Mesh] OR "Aggression"[Mesh]
#7 workplace violence[tiab] OR work-related violence[tiab] OR 
   occupational violence[tiab] OR patient aggression[tiab] OR 
   physical assault[tiab] OR physical violence[tiab] OR 
   verbal abuse[tiab] OR verbal violence[tiab] OR 
   sexual harassment[tiab] OR bullying[tiab] OR 
   psychological violence[tiab] OR threats[tiab]
#8 #6 OR #7
#9 "Prevalence"[Mesh] OR "Incidence"[Mesh] OR "Epidemiology"[Mesh]
#10 prevalence[tiab] OR incidence[tiab] OR frequency[tiab] OR 
    rate[tiab] OR epidemiology[tiab]
#11 #9 OR #10
#12 #5 AND #8 AND #11
#13 #12 NOT (animals[Mesh] NOT humans[Mesh])
Embase
#1 'emergency nursing'/exp OR 'emergency health service'/de
#2 'nurse'/exp OR 'nurse practitioner'/exp
#3 #1 AND #2
#4 'emergency nurse*':ab,ti OR 'emergency department nurse*':ab,ti OR 
   'emergency room nurse*':ab,ti OR 'ED nurse*':ab,ti
#5 #3 OR #4
#6 'workplace violence'/exp OR 'violence'/exp OR 'aggression'/exp
#7 'workplace violence':ab,ti OR 'occupational violence':ab,ti OR 
   'physical assault':ab,ti OR 'verbal abuse':ab,ti OR 
   'sexual harassment':ab,ti
#8 #6 OR #7
#9 'prevalence'/exp OR 'incidence'/exp OR 'epidemiology'/exp
#10 prevalence:ab,ti OR incidence:ab,ti OR frequency:ab,ti
#11 #9 OR #10
#12 #5 AND #8 AND #11
#13 #12 AND [humans]/lim
CINAHL

S1 (MH "Emergency Nursing") OR (MH "Emergency Service+")
S2 (MH "Nurses+") OR (MH "Nurse Practitioners")
S3 S1 AND S2
S4 TI (emergency nurse* OR ED nurse* OR ER nurse*) OR 
   AB (emergency nurse* OR ED nurse* OR ER nurse*)
S5 S3 OR S4
S6 (MH "Workplace Violence") OR (MH "Violence") OR (MH "Aggression")
S7 TI (workplace violence OR physical assault OR verbal abuse OR 
   sexual harassment) OR AB (workplace violence OR physical assault OR 
   verbal abuse OR sexual harassment)
S8 S6 OR S7
S9 (MH "Prevalence") OR (MH "Incidence")
S10 TI (prevalence OR incidence OR frequency) OR 
    AB (prevalence OR incidence OR frequency)
S11 S9 OR S10
S12 S5 AND S8 AND S11
Web of Science
#1 TS=("emergency nursing" OR "emergency department nurse*" OR 
        "emergency room nurse*" OR "ED nurse*" OR "ER nurse*" OR 
        "accident and emergency nurse*" OR "A&E nurse*")
#2 TS=("nurse*" OR "nurse practitioner*")
#3 #1 AND #2
#4 TS=("workplace violence" OR "occupational violence" OR 
        "patient aggression" OR "physical assault" OR "verbal abuse" OR 
        "sexual harassment" OR "bullying" OR "psychological violence" OR 
        "threats")
#5 TS=("prevalence" OR "incidence" OR "frequency" OR "rate" OR "epidemiology")
#6 #3 AND #4 AND #5



	Database
	Date Searched
	Records Retrieved

	PubMed/MEDLINE
	April 30, 2026
	1,189

	Embase
	April 30, 2026
	1,542

	CINAHL
	April 30, 2026
	1,116

	Web of Science
	April 30, 2026
	109

	Total
	
	3,956









