
Additional file 2. Individual and area-level factors added into the Models – the subsequent Models include also factors from previous ones

	Added to
	Factors
	Hypothesized pathway for risk of arthroplasty

	Individual level

	Model 0
	Age and gender
	Null model with individual demographics

	Model 1 
	Saver’s index of comorbidities
	Multimorbidity may complicate treatments or act as a relative contraindication

	Model 2
	Level of education
	Health literacy

	Model 3
	Lifetime occupational social class
	Physical workload predisposes to osteoarthrosis

	Model 4
	Income quintile
	Material resources

	Area-level

	Model 5
	Musculoskeletal disorder index
	Differences in musculoskeletal diseases reflect need for orthopaedic care in general and may explain differences in use between hospital districts




