Interview guide including the core questions asked from PBRN directors 

(Dr. X, for the record, I would like to ask you to state your consent to this interview that will explore factors that contributed to the establishment and sustainability of your PBRN).

1. If you think back of the time when you first started your PBRN [NAME OF PBRN], what do you think the motivating factors were to develop your PBRN? 
2. Could you talk about the structure of your network in terms of membership and leadership?
3. What were the activities that helped to establish your network and how you found “your way” to establish it? (Which activity was the basis of your network? Topics research designs, use EHR data, other)
4. What financial support and in-kind resources did your network rely on during the trajectory of your PBRN? Did your network started and remained mainly academically funded or could you develop a diversified portfolio or a business model for sustainability?
5. Did other health care (or social care) stakeholders (decision-makers, health care trusts, public health authorities) engage in your network’s activities?
6. Was patient empowerment or community engagement integrated into your network’s activities? If so, how?
7. What were the main barriers for your network? 
8. What was the role of member training in your network?
9. What approaches and tools did you use to foster communication and interaction between members?
10. What steps had to be taken to help the initial “seed-network” transition to a more recognized PBRN? 
11. When you think about how much the research environment has changed since you started your PBRN, what facilitators and barriers come to mind? What were the time trends that may help contextualize these facilitators and barriers?
12. Could you briefly assess the impact of your PBRN on primary healthcare and the community in your immediate environment?
13. Thinking of the entire trajectory/history of your network, what have been the strongest factor that motivate the most your members to participate in the PBRN and to maintain their commitment?
14. Does the network’ activity and outcome have an impact on the academic discipline of family practice and on the educational curricula of the affiliated universities?
15. Do you think that PBRNs have given rise to a new expertise that might be called “the primary care practitioner researcher” as clinicians acquire research skills?
16. Do you think that PBRNs shaped a new way of how we are looking at primary care?
17. Do you have any other insights that you would like to share about building up your network or a network or about the sustainability of your network or PBRNs in general?
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