Semi-structured Interview Guide
	Interview guide for Postgraduate Year 1 (PGY1) doctors

	Question
	Prompts

	Could you please tell me how you chose this hospital for your internship training? 


How did you make the decision about which hospitals to preference? 
	Regarding metropolitan or non-metropolitan hospitals, or any other factors influencing your preference (location, tertiary hospital vs. non-tertiary, going with a group of friends or partner, reputation of hospital)

	Was Townsville University Hospital (TUH) (change the name based on the hospital) your first preference?
	

	If yes, why was TUH your first preference? 


What was about TUH that attracted your attention?
	Completed medical studies in Townsville and therefore feel supported to continue in Townsville?

Reputation? 

	If not, what was your first preference, why? 
	Which factors may have contributed to you not choosing TUH as your first preference?

	Would you recommend completing your internship at TUH to others?

Why/why not?
	

	How would you reflect on your training and experiences so far in TUH? 
	In terms of clinical skills, confidence, communication skills, sense of being in charge (accountability), adequate support etc.

	Could you tell me about the aspect(s) of your internship that you like/ or dislike the most?
	E.g., Knowledge, availability or approachability of supervisors, community/ patients you visit, hospital staff, culture of hospital, etc.

	What challenges/ obstacles have you faced so far in TUH that may be affecting your training experience? 
	Anything that may have made it hard for you to do your internship in this hospital?

Do you see any negative or unintended consequences associated with training outside of metropolitan areas?

	Are you planning to stay at TUH to continue training next year?

Why/why not?
	

	Do you have any suggestions for improving training in the TUH or Northern Queensland (NQLD)? 

	How could your placement experience in this location be improved to better meet your needs?

	Could you tell me about your future career plans?

Are you planning to stay in Northern Queensland for the next few years? 

Why or why not?


	Choice of speciality, place of practice, plan to stay here for the rest of your training / is it possible to complete all of the specialty training of choice in North QLD or do you have to move for a portion of training? If yes – do you envisage that you will return to NQLD once you have completed your training? 



	Interview guide for Postgraduate Year (PGY2-3) doctors

	Question
	Prompts

	Could you please tell me about where you completed your internship position?

Was TUH your first choice since PGY1?

If not, what was your first choice and why? 
	In regard with metropolitan or non-metropolitan hospitals, or any other factors influencing your preference

	If yes, why was TUH your first preference?

What was about TUH  that attracted your attention?
	

	If not, what was (were) the reason(s) for not considering TUH as your first preference?
	

	If it was not your first training hospital, can you tell me about your PGY1 location, and the reasons for mobility?

Can you tell me about your experience at previous hospital/s.
	

	How do you reflect on your training and experiences in TUH so far?
	In terms of clinical skills, confidence, communication skills, sense of being in charge (accountability), etc.


	Could you tell me about the aspect(s) of your training in TUH that you like/ dislike the most?

	Knowledge, availability or approachability of supervisors, community/ patients you visit, hospital staff, culture of hospital, etc.

	What challenges/ obstacles have you faced so far in TUH that may be affecting your training experience?
	Anything that may have made it hard for you to do your internship in this hospital?

	Have you completed any rural placements during PGY1-3 years? How would you reflect on that?

	e.g., the aspects that could meet the needs of PGY2-3 doctors.


	Can you tell me about the specialty training you would like to pursue? 

Are you going to consider specialist training opportunities at TUH or any other hospital in the NQLD region?  
	

	If you have to travel away to commence or complete part of your specialty training, do you envisage that you will return to TUH or the NQLD region?  
	









	Interview guide for Principal House Officer (PHO)/ Registrars

	Question
	Prompts

	Was TUH your first preference since PGY1? 
	

	If yes, can you tell me why you chose TUH/ or remained/returned to TUH to complete specialist training?  (if a registrar) – just training if a PHO 
	

	If not, can you tell me the reason(s) for not considering TUH as your first preference?
	

	If it was not your training hospital since PGY1-3, can you tell me about your previous location(s), and the reasons for mobility? 

How was your overall experience at previous hospital(s)? 
	

	How do you reflect on your training and experiences so far in TUH?
	In terms of clinical skills, confidence, communication skills, sense of being in charge (accountability), etc.


	What challenges / obstacles have you faced so far in TUH that you think may have affected your training experience?
	Anything that may have made it hard for you to do your internship in this hospital?

	Are you able to complete all of your specialist training here?

If you do need to complete one or more years elsewhere, do you envisage that you will return to TUH or another hospital in the NQLD region? 
	

	Could you tell me about your future career plans?
	Choice of speciality, place of practice, plan to stay here for the rest of your training, partial training in other hospitals and maybe returning, etc. 




