Appendix 5 – Results of Studies Evaluating Maternal Mortality Reduction Policies/Programs
	Domain
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Policy/Program
	Findings from Existing Studies on the Policy/Program (if available)

	Leadership and Governance
	Integration of Medical Education into the Ministry of Health
	Pezeshkian et al. (2009) examined the impact of integrating medical education into the Ministry of Health on healthcare delivery. The study found that this policy, among other achievements, significantly contributed to reducing maternal mortality (27).	

	Health Workforce
	Rural Midwife Training Program (1990)
	Mirghafourvand et al. (2021), in their study "Two Decades of Iranian Midwives’ Practice as Supervised Healthcare Providers in a Multidisciplinary Team to Reduce Maternal Mortality," highlighted that midwives—as part of multidisciplinary teams—played a key role in reducing maternal mortality through comprehensive prenatal, delivery, and postnatal care, counseling, and risk prevention. Family planning programs and increased midwife staffing were also influential. However, Iran still faces a midwife shortage, necessitating further investment in maternal and neonatal health (28).	

	Service Delivery
	Establishment of the National Health Network (PHC) and Integrated Maternal Health Service Package (1984)
	abbari Birami et al. (2018) evaluated the impact of the Rural Family Physician Program (implemented in 2005 in Iran) on maternal and child health indicators in East Azerbaijan Province. Results showed positive effects on process indicators (e.g., increased ultrasounds and routine tests) and some outcome indicators (e.g., birth weight). However, no significant reduction in maternal or neonatal mortality rates was observed, underscoring that healthcare access alone is insufficient and social determinants of health must be addressed (29).
Joorabchi et al. (2013) assessed the Integrated Maternal Health Care Program and found that mothers under this program had fewer pregnancy complications (e.g., hypertension, preterm births). Referral rates were significantly higher in the integrated care group, and the program (implemented in ~60% of Alborz Province) appeared to improve maternal health outcomes (30).	



