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Table S1 Medicare schedule fee charged, and benefit paid for health service use by adult cochlear implant users during 2011-2021
	Medicare fee and benefit paid
	18-64 years (n=2,715)
	≥65 years (n=3,590)
	p-valuea

	GP visits
	
	
	
	
	

	Fee charged, mean (SD)
	1,974
	(2,069)
	2,712
	(2,565)
	<.001

	Fee charged, median (IQR)
	1,470
	(2,016)
	2,004
	(2,947)
	

	Total fee charged (AUD$)
	5,227,886
	-
	9,554,035
	-
	-

	Number of adults, n (%)
	2,649
	97.6
	3,523
	98.1
	-

	Benefit paid, mean (SD)
	1,680
	(1,870)
	2,529
	(2,461)
	<.001

	Benefit paid, median (IQR)
	1,157
	(1,726)
	1,801
	(2,825)
	

	Total benefit paid (AUD$)
	4,451,053
	-
	8,908,787
	-
	-

	Number of adults, n (%)
	2,649
	97.6
	3,523
	98.1
	-

	Specialist visits
	
	
	
	
	

	Fee charged, mean (SD)
	1,349
	(5,278)
	682
	(1,246)
	.481

	Fee charged, median (IQR)
	306
	(772)
	322
	(617)
	

	Total fee charged (AUD$)
	945,724
	-
	967,836
	-
	-

	Number of adults, n (%)
	701
	25.8
	1,420
	39.6
	-

	Benefit paid, mean (SD)
	930
	(3,808)
	506
	(975)
	.054

	Benefit paid, median (IQR)
	202
	(475)
	230
	(489)
	

	Total benefit paid (AUD$)
	651,859
	-
	682,108
	-
	-

	Number of adults, n (%)
	701
	25.8
	1,420
	39.6
	-

	aP-value for the Mann Whitney U test; AUD: Australian dollar; IQR: Interquartile range; SD: Standard deviation.





Table S2 Personal income by age groups among cochlear implant users during 2011-2021
	Annual personal income (AUD)
	18-64 years (n=2,715)
	≥65 years (n=3,590)
	

	
	n
	%
	n
	%
	P-valuea

	Negative or nil income
	21
	0.9
	23
	1.1
	<.001

	$1-7,799
	117
	4.8
	360
	17.5
	

	$7,800-20,799
	222
	9.1
	443
	21.6
	

	$20,800-33,799
	300
	12.3
	417
	20.3
	

	$33,800-51,999
	487
	20.0
	336
	16.4
	

	$52,000-77,999
	488
	20.1
	193
	9.4
	

	≥$78,000
	799
	32.8
	282
	13.7
	

	Mean, (SD)
	71,431
	(71,377)
	48.150
	(140,979)
	<.001

	Median, (IQR)
	54,934
	(60,866)
	26,718
	(35,907)
	-

	IQR: Interquartile range; SD: Standard deviation; ap-value for the Pearson Chi-Square or Mann Whitney U test.
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Fig. S1 Mean number of government benefits received by year following implant among adult cochlear implant users during 2011-2021. Data for year 9, 10 and 11 were trimmed to prevent re-identification of cell size <10.



Fig. S2 Median personal income tax among adult cochlear implant users during 2011-2021. aOnly income years after implantation year were included.
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