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	Variable name
	Description
	Source


	Mode of attachment 
	Indicates whether a patient was attached to a family physician (FP) through the centralized waiting list (CWL) or outside of it, based on their last status in the CWL between April 1, 2017, and June 30, 2021. "TRA" status signifies attachment through the CWL. If a patient is not present in the CWL but has an identified attachment fee code (15801, 15802, 15815, 15816, 15821, 15822, 15835, 15836, 19957, 19958, 19959, and 19960) in billing database, the attachment is categorized as outside the CWL.
Dichotomous variable:
· 0: Attachment outside of the CWL
· 1: Attachment through the CWL

	· SMOD[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Physician Claims Database (Fichier des Services Médicaux Rémunérés à l'Acte [SMOD]] 

· GAMF[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Québec Family Doctor Finder (Guichet d'Accès à un Médecin de Famille [GAMF]] 


	Age
	Indicates the age of the patient at the date of attachment, in years.
Continuous quantitative variable
	·  FIPA[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Health Insurance Registry (Fichier d'Inscription des Personnes Assurées [FIPA]] 



	Sex
	Indicates the sex of the patient as recorded in health insurance registry
Dichotomous variable: 
· 0: Female
· 1: Male
	· FIPA

	Material and Social Deprivation Index 

	Provide an ecological proxy for the socioeconomic status of each individual. Is based on the smallest geographic units from Canadian censuses (dissemination areas - DAs).70 The 2016 census data was used to align with the study cohort's start.

DAs are ranked by factor scores and divided into quintiles, from 1 (most advantaged) to 5 (most deprived). They are constructed from six indicators: education, employment, income, living alone, being a single parent, and being separated, divorced, or widowed.71
Ordinal categorical variable:
· Q1
· Q2
· Q3
· Q4
· Q5

	· FIPA

	Rurality
	Based on the Statistical Area Classification type (SACtype). The SACtype is a one-digit code identifying whether a census subdivision (CSD) is part of a census metropolitan area (CMA), a census agglomeration (CA), a metropolitan influenced zone (MIZ), or located in the territories.72 The 2016 census data was used to align with the study cohort's start.
Ordinal categorical variable:
· 1: SACtype 1
· 2: SACtype 2
· 3: SACtype 3
· 4: SACtype 4
· 5: SACtype 5
· 6: SACtype 6
· 7: SACtype 7

	· FIPA

	Year of attachment to a FP
	Defined by the financial year, which runs from April 1 to March 31.
Ordinal categorical variable:
· 1: 2017-2018
· 2: 2018-2019
· 3: 2019-2020
· 4: 2020-2021
· 5: 2021
	· SMOD

	Charlson comorbidity index
	Categorizes patient comorbidities based on the International Classification of Diseases (ICD) codes from the World Health Organization.73
Each comorbidity is assigned a weight of 1, 2, 3, or 6, reflecting the adjusted risk of mortality or resource utilization over one year.73,74
The total weight gives a unique score for each patient, with a score of zero indicating no comorbidities and higher scores predicting increased mortality or resource utilization.75,76

Quantitative discrete variable
	· SMOD
· BDCU[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Banque de Données Communes des Urgences [BDCU])] 

· MED-ECHO[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Hospital Inpatient and Day Surgery Database (Système de Maintenance et d’Exploitation des Données pour l’Étude de la Clientèle Hospitalière [MED-ÉCHO]] 


	Health conditions

· Myocardial infarction
· Congestive heart failure
· Peripheral vascular disease
· Cerebrovascular disease
· Dementia
· Chronic pulmonary disease
· Rheumatic disease
· Peptic ulcer disease
· Mild liver disease
· Diabetes without complications
· Diabetes with complications
· Hemiplegia or paraplegia
· Renal disease
· Cancer (any malignancy)
· Moderate or severe liver disease
· Metastatic solid tumor
· AIDS/HIV
· Mental health disorders

	Indicate the presence (non-zero score) or absence (zero score) of 17 separate comorbidities considered in the Charlson Index in the two years preceding attachment to a FP.

Additional Variable: Mental health disorders (excluding dementia) using ICD-10 codes F00-F99, excluding F00.x–F03.x, F05.1.77

Dichotomous variable:
· 0: Absence
· 1: Presence
	· SMOD
· BDCU
· MED-ECHO

	Vulnerability
	Indicates if a patient is classified as non-vulnerable (codes 15801, 15802, 15815, 15816, 19957) or vulnerable (codes 15821, 15822, 15835, 15836, 19958, 19959, 19960) based on billing codes.
Patients are identified as vulnerable based on the presence of one or more health problems determined by their FP. Categories include 20 vulnerability types based on RAMQ codes.78
Dichotomous variable:
· 0: Non-vulnerable
· 1: Vulnerable

	· SMOD

	Utilization of healthcare services

· Number of FPs visits
· Number specialist doctors visits
· Number emergency departments visits
· Number of hospital admissions

	Indicates the number of visits to FPs, specialists, emergency departments, and hospital admissions in the two years before attachment to a FP. 
Quantitative discrete variables

	· SMOD
· BDCU
· MED-ECHO


	Number of non-urgent emergency department visits

	Indicates the number of non-urgent emergency department visits in the year following attachment to a FP. 
Quantitative discrete variable
	· BDCU
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