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Method S1. Counterfactual estimation of expenditure impact
To quantify the population-level economic impact of DIP implementation, we conducted a counterfactual analysis based on the ITS model for total healthcare expenditures. Let  denote the mean total expenditure per inpatient at month , and  denote the number of inpatient cases. The fitted model can be expressed as:

where  is the log link function,  is the time trend,  indicates the post-intervention period, and  represents covariates. Under the observed (post-intervention) scenario, the predicted mean expenditure per case is  and the corresponding total expenditure is . Under the counterfactual (no-DIP) scenario, we set  while holding other variables constant:  and . The monthly policy impact is defined as , and the cumulative impact over the post-intervention period is . A negative value of  indicates cost savings attributable to DIP implementation, whereas a positive value indicates increased expenditures.
This counterfactual analysis relies on two simplifying assumptions. First, we assumed that, in the absence of DIP implementation, the pre-intervention trend would have continued unchanged. Second, we assumed that observed covariates adequately capture changes in patient composition over time. These assumptions should be considered when interpreting the results.



Table S1. Estimated monthly and total savings in inpatient expenditures for the study hospital under a counterfactual no-DIP scenario (USD)
	Month
	Predicted cost (DIP=1)
	Predicted cost (DIP=0)
	Difference (USD)

	01 - 06 
	21442867.88
	17358644.50
	4084223.38

	07 - 12
	22107693.50
	18973628.15
	3134065.35

	13 - 18
	23294122.09
	21263288.28
	2030833.81

	19 - 24
	26138007.17
	25275711.19
	862295.98

	25 - 30
	25179317.03
	25892120.59
	-712803.56

	31 - 36
	26080041.02
	28411445.75
	-2331404.74

	37 - 42
	25968977.73
	30081044.40
	-4112066.67

	43 - 48
	27412257.43
	33672228.68
	-6259971.24

	Total
	197623283.80
	200928111.50
	-3304827.69


Note: Predicted costs were obtained using a Gamma GLM with log link, adjusting for age, sex, and rural proportion. Monthly savings were calculated as the difference between predicted post-DIP costs (DIP=1) and counterfactual no-DIP costs (DIP=0). Negative values indicate savings.



Table S2. Interrupted time series analyses for outcomes of hospitalized insured patients with Q21.1 before and after the DIP reform
	Indicators
	Estimate
	95% CI
	P

	Total service volume
	
	
	

	Total monthly pediatric admissions
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.022
	0.019, 0.025
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	0.183
	0.082, 0.285
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.017
	-0.021, -0.014
	<0.001

	Case mix severity
	
	
	

	Proportion of complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.027
	-0.033, -0.021
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	1.610
	1.387, 1.834
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.033
	-0.040, -0.025
	<0.001

	Absolute number of complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.013
	0.009, 0.016
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	0.749
	0.624, 0.874
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.030
	-0.034, -0.025
	<0.001

	Inter-regional Referral of Complex Cases
	
	
	

	Proportion of non-local complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.002
	-0.005, 0.009
	0.540

	Step change (β2)
	0.647
	0.409, 0.885
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.015
	-0.024, -0.007
	<0.001

	Absolute number of non-local complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.024
	0.018, 0.03
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	0.691
	0.485, 0.897
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.030
	-0.037, -0.022
	<0.001

	Service Efficiency
	
	
	

	Mean LOS (days)
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.057
	-0.098, -0.016
	0.010

	Step change (β2)
	1.076
	-0.394, 2.546
	0.162

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.005
	-0.056, 0.046
	0.854

	Medical expenditures
	
	
	

	Mean total expenditures per case in USD
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.007
	0.002, 0.012
	0.007

	Step change (β2)
	0.277
	0.097, 0.458
	0.005

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.009
	-0.015, -0.003
	0.008


[bookmark: _Hlk208088432][bookmark: _Hlk218287505]Note: Interrupted time series analyses controlled for patient’s age, sex, residence and seasonality. LOS, length of stay; USD, United States Dollar.



Table S3. Interrupted time series analyses for outcomes of hospitalized insured patients with P59.9 before and after the DIP reform
	Indicators
	Estimate
	95% CI
	P

	Total service volume
	
	
	

	Total monthly pediatric admissions
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.001
	-0.005, 0.002
	0.467

	Step change (β2)
	-0.588
	-0.748, -0.428
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	0.017
	0.012, 0.022
	<0.001

	Case mix severity
	
	
	

	Proportion of complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.031
	-0.039, -0.023
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	2.140
	1.778, 2.504
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.051
	-0.062, -0.039
	<0.001

	Absolute number of complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.011
	-0.015, -0.007
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	0.152
	-0.041, 0.346
	0.122

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.002
	-0.008, 0.004
	0.484

	Inter-regional Referral of Complex Cases
	
	
	

	Proportion of non-local complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.007
	-0.002, 0.017
	0.145

	Step change (β2)
	1.230
	0.807, 1.654
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.036
	-0.05, -0.022
	<0.001

	Absolute number of non-local complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.005
	-0.004, 0.014
	0.249

	Step change (β2)
	0.458
	0.073, 0.843
	0.020

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.014
	-0.026, -0.001
	0.030

	Service Efficiency
	
	
	

	Mean LOS (days)
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.005
	-0.050, 0.060
	0.864

	Step change (β2)
	2.633
	0.182, 5.085
	0.044

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.092
	-0.172, -0.013
	0.029

	Medical expenditures
	
	
	

	Mean total expenditures per case in USD
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.018
	0.011, 0.026
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	0.681
	0.343, 1.017
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.027
	-0.038, -0.016
	<0.001


Note: Interrupted time series analyses controlled for patient’s age, sex, residence and seasonality. LOS, length of stay; USD, United States Dollar.



Table S4. Interrupted time series analyses for outcomes of hospitalized insured patients with J18.0 before and after the DIP reform
	Indicators
	Estimate
	95% CI
	P

	Total service volume
	
	
	

	Total monthly pediatric admissions
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.013
	0.009, 0.018
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	2.355
	2.164, 2.547
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.081
	-0.088, -0.075
	<0.001

	Case mix severity
	
	
	

	Proportion of complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.033
	-0.045, -0.022
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	-1.479
	-2.036, -0.920
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	0.056
	0.038, 0.073
	<0.001

	Absolute number of complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.015
	-0.026, -0.005
	0.005

	Step change (β2)
	1.152
	0.666, 1.641
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.036
	-0.051, -0.02
	<0.001

	Inter-regional Referral of Complex Cases
	
	
	

	Proportion of non-local complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.010
	-0.028, 0.007
	0.239

	Step change (β2)
	-0.801
	-1.606, 0.012
	0.052

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	0.027
	0.001, 0.053
	0.043

	Absolute number of non-local complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.003
	-0.014, 0.02
	0.701

	Step change (β2)
	1.724
	0.984, 2.472
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.059
	-0.084, -0.036
	<0.001

	Service Efficiency
	
	
	

	Mean LOS (days)
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.015
	-0.050, 0.021
	0.420

	Step change (β2)
	0.909
	-0.509, 2.327
	0.219

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.026
	-0.072, 0.021
	0.283

	Medical expenditures
	
	
	

	Mean total expenditures per case in USD
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.006
	-0.003, 0.015
	0.180

	Step change (β2)
	-0.418
	-0.780, -0.055
	0.030

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	0.010
	-0.002, 0.022
	0.109


Note: Interrupted time series analyses controlled for patient’s age, sex, residence and seasonality. LOS, length of stay; USD, United States Dollar.



Table S5. Interrupted time series analyses for outcomes of hospitalized insured patients with P23.9 before and after the DIP reform
	Indicators
	Estimate
	95% CI
	P

	Total service volume
	
	
	

	Total monthly pediatric admissions
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.012
	0.008, 0.017
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	0.559
	0.386, 0.733
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.021
	-0.027, -0.015
	<0.001

	Case mix severity
	
	
	

	Proportion of complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.026
	-0.037, -0.015
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	0.880
	0.452, 1.312
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.007
	-0.022, 0.008
	0.332

	Absolute number of complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.006
	0.001, 0.012
	0.020

	Step change (β2)
	0.767
	0.570, 0.963
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.023
	-0.03, -0.016
	<0.001

	Inter-regional Referral of Complex Cases
	
	
	

	Proportion of non-local complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.003
	-0.014, 0.007
	0.52

	Step change (β2)
	-0.041
	-0.423, 0.340
	0.834

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	0.008
	-0.005, 0.022
	0.221

	Absolute number of non-local complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.010
	0.001, 0.019
	0.028

	Step change (β2)
	0.562
	0.248, 0.874
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.016
	-0.027, -0.005
	0.005

	Service Efficiency
	
	
	

	Mean LOS (days)
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.030
	-0.106, 0.047
	0.455

	Step change (β2)
	2.628
	-0.298, 5.553
	0.089

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.075
	-0.176, 0.026
	0.156

	Medical expenditures
	
	
	

	Mean total expenditures per case in USD
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.009
	0.003, 0.016
	0.005

	Step change (β2)
	0.241
	0.007, 0.477
	0.052

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.010
	-0.018, -0.002
	0.020


Note: Interrupted time series analyses controlled for patient’s age, sex, residence and seasonality. LOS, length of stay; USD, United States Dollar.



Table S6. Interrupted time series analyses for outcomes of hospitalized insured patients with Q25.0 before and after the DIP reform
	Indicators
	Estimate
	95% CI
	P

	Total service volume
	
	
	

	Total monthly pediatric admissions
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.039
	0.034, 0.044
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	-0.055
	-0.246, 0.135
	0.569

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.021
	-0.028, -0.015
	<0.001

	Case mix severity
	
	
	

	Proportion of complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.005
	-0.017, 0.006
	0.351

	Step change (β2)
	2.314
	1.878, 2.755
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.059
	-0.073, -0.045
	<0.001

	Absolute number of complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.037
	0.031, 0.043
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	0.676
	0.449, 0.902
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.041
	-0.048, -0.033
	<0.001

	Inter-regional Referral of Complex Cases
	
	
	

	Proportion of non-local complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.008
	-0.004, 0.021
	0.206

	Step change (β2)
	0.534
	0.094, 0.973
	0.017

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.013
	-0.028, 0.002
	0.098

	Absolute number of non-local complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.045
	0.034, 0.057
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	0.416
	0.03, 0.799
	0.034

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.032
	-0.046, -0.019
	<0.001

	Service Efficiency
	
	
	

	Mean LOS (days)
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.02
	-0.085, 0.045
	0.545

	Step change (β2)
	2.687
	0.272, 5.102
	0.037

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.064
	-0.146, 0.017
	0.131

	Medical expenditures
	
	
	

	Mean total expenditures per case in USD
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.010
	0.003, 0.017
	0.009

	Step change (β2)
	0.362
	0.095, 0.632
	0.012

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.014
	-0.023, -0.004
	0.006


Note: Interrupted time series analyses controlled for patient’s age, sex, residence and seasonality. LOS, length of stay; USD, United States Dollar.



Table S7. Sensitivity analysis: interrupted time series with a 3-month uniform lag kernel for outcomes of hospitalized insured patients before and after the DIP reform 
	Indicators
	Estimate
	95% CI
	P

	Total service volume
	
	
	

	Total monthly pediatric admissions
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.007
	0.005, 0.008
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	-0.085
	-0.117, -0.054
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.003
	-0.005, -0.001
	0.003

	Case mix severity
	
	
	

	Proportion of complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.010
	-0.013, -0.007
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	0.324
	0.261, 0.388
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.026
	-0.03, -0.022
	<0.001

	Absolute number of complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.001
	-0.001, 0.003
	0.378

	Step change (β2)
	0.105
	0.057, 0.152
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.019
	-0.022, -0.016
	<0.001

	Inter-regional Referral of Complex Cases
	
	
	

	Proportion of non-local complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.001
	-0.003, 0.005
	0.671

	Step change (β2)
	0.109
	0.026, 0.193
	0.011

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.015
	-0.021, -0.009
	<0.001

	Absolute number of non-local complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.008
	0.004, 0.012
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	0.006
	-0.07, 0.083
	0.873

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.016
	-0.021, -0.011
	<0.001

	Service Efficiency
	
	
	

	Mean LOS (days)
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.028
	-0.047, -0.01
	0.006

	Step change (β2)
	0.584
	0.175, 0.993
	0.009

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.031
	-0.058, -0.004
	0.032

	Medical expenditures
	
	
	

	Mean total expenditures per case in USD
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.010
	0.006, 0.014
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	0.074
	-0.009, 0.156
	0.090

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.011
	-0.017, -0.006
	<0.001


Note: Interrupted time series analyses controlled for patient’s age, sex, residence and seasonality. LOS, length of stay; USD, United States Dollar.



Table S8. Sensitivity analysis: interrupted time series with a 6-month uniform lag kernel for outcomes of hospitalized insured patients before and after the DIP reform 
	Indicators
	Estimate
	95% CI
	P

	Total service volume
	
	
	

	Total monthly pediatric admissions
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.006
	0.005, 0.008
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	-0.101
	-0.139, -0.063
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.002
	-0.004, 0.001
	0.185

	Case mix severity
	
	
	

	Proportion of complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.009
	-0.012, -0.006
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	0.448
	0.372, 0.524
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.032
	-0.037, -0.028
	<0.001

	Absolute number of complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.001
	-0.001, 0.003
	0.350

	Step change (β2)
	0.163
	0.105, 0.220
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.021
	-0.025, -0.018
	<0.001

	Inter-regional Referral of Complex Cases
	
	
	

	Proportion of non-local complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.001
	-0.003, 0.005
	0.609

	Step change (β2)
	0.162
	0.062, 0.262
	0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.017
	-0.023, -0.011
	<0.001

	Absolute number of non-local complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.007
	0.004, 0.011
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	0.034
	-0.057, 0.125
	0.459

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.016
	-0.021, -0.01
	<0.001

	Service Efficiency
	
	
	

	Mean LOS (days)
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.026
	-0.042, -0.009
	0.004

	Step change (β2)
	0.861
	0.402, 1.320
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.045
	-0.072, -0.018
	0.003

	Medical expenditures
	
	
	

	Mean total expenditures per case in USD
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.010
	0.007, 0.013
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	0.110
	0.013, 0.206
	0.033

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.013
	-0.018, -0.007
	<0.001


Note: Interrupted time series analyses controlled for patient’s age, sex, residence and seasonality. LOS, length of stay; USD, United States Dollar.



Table S9. Sensitivity analysis: interrupted time series with a 3-month truncated-normal lag kernel for outcomes of hospitalized insured patients before and after the DIP reform
	Indicators
	Estimate
	95% CI
	P

	Total service volume
	
	
	

	Total monthly pediatric admissions
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.007
	0.005, 0.008
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	-0.076
	-0.107, -0.046
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.003
	-0.005, -0.001
	0.002

	Case mix severity
	
	
	

	Proportion of complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.010
	-0.013, -0.007
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	0.311
	0.249, 0.373
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.026
	-0.03, -0.022
	<0.001

	Absolute number of complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.001
	-0.001, 0.003
	0.367

	Step change (β2)
	0.106
	0.060, 0.153
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.019
	-0.022, -0.016
	<0.001

	Inter-regional Referral of Complex Cases
	
	
	

	Proportion of non-local complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.001
	-0.003, 0.005
	0.631

	Step change (β2)
	0.104
	0.022, 0.186
	0.012

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.015
	-0.021, -0.009
	<0.001

	Absolute number of non-local complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.008
	0.004, 0.011
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	0.010
	-0.065, 0.085
	0.785

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.016
	-0.021, -0.011
	<0.001

	Service Efficiency
	
	
	

	Mean LOS (days)
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.029
	-0.046, -0.011
	0.004

	Step change (β2)
	0.622
	0.232, 1.012
	0.003

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.032
	-0.059, -0.006
	0.024

	Medical expenditures
	
	
	

	Mean total expenditures per case in USD
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.010
	0.006, 0.014
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	0.079
	-0.001, 0.159
	0.061

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.011
	-0.017, -0.006
	<0.001


Note: Interrupted time series analyses controlled for patient’s age, sex, residence and seasonality. LOS, length of stay; USD, United States Dollar.



Table S10. Sensitivity analysis: interrupted time series with a 6-month truncated-normal lag kernel for outcomes of hospitalized insured patients before and after the DIP reform
	Indicators
	Estimate
	95% CI
	P

	Total service volume
	
	
	

	Total monthly pediatric admissions
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.006
	0.004, 0.007
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	-0.079
	-0.115, -0.043
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.002
	-0.004, 0.001
	0.095

	Case mix severity
	
	
	

	Proportion of complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.008
	-0.011, -0.005
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	0.415
	0.343, 0.487
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.032
	-0.037, -0.028
	<0.001

	Absolute number of complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.001
	-0.001, 0.003
	0.249

	Step change (β2)
	0.166
	0.112, 0.22
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.022
	-0.025, -0.018
	<0.001

	Inter-regional Referral of Complex Cases
	
	
	

	Proportion of non-local complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.001
	-0.002, 0.005
	0.472

	Step change (β2)
	0.145
	0.051, 0.239
	0.003

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.017
	-0.023, -0.011
	<0.001

	Absolute number of non-local complex/critical cases per month
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.007
	0.004, 0.011
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	0.042
	-0.044, 0.128
	0.340

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.016
	-0.022, -0.011
	<0.001

	Service Efficiency
	
	
	

	Mean LOS (days)
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	-0.024
	-0.04, -0.008
	0.006

	Step change (β2)
	0.835
	0.409, 1.260
	<0.001

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.046
	-0.073, -0.019
	0.002

	Medical expenditures
	
	
	

	Mean total expenditures per case in USD
	
	
	

	Baseline monthly slope (β1)
	0.010
	0.007, 0.014
	<0.001

	Step change (β2)
	0.112
	0.022, 0.202
	0.020

	Monthly slope change (β3)
	-0.013
	-0.019, -0.007
	<0.001


Note: Interrupted time series analyses controlled for patient’s age, sex, residence and seasonality. LOS, length of stay; USD, United States Dollar.

