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Introduction
Thank you for participating in this study.
This research seeks to understand how pharmaceutical subsidy reform emerged on the governmental agenda in Iran, eventually leading to the Darooyar reform in 2022. The study is guided by Kingdon's Multiple Streams Framework and focuses exclusively on agenda-setting processes rather than policy implementation or policy outcomes.
Your participation is voluntary, your responses will remain confidential, and the interview is expected to take approximately 45–60 minutes.
Section A: Participant Background
Q1.
Please briefly describe your professional role and involvement in pharmaceutical policy discussions or decision-making processes prior to the introduction of Darooyar.
Section B: Problem Stream
Q2.
Prior to the Darooyar reform, what major challenges existed within Iran's pharmaceutical financing and subsidy system?
Q3.
At what point did these challenges begin to be viewed as policy problems requiring government intervention rather than routine operational difficulties?
Q4.
Were there any specific events, crises, reports, shortages, investigations, or public reactions that drew heightened governmental attention to these problems?
Probe:
· Medicine shortages
· Budgetary pressures
· Corruption concerns
· Media attention
· Parliamentary scrutiny
· Public dissatisfaction
Section C: Policy Stream
Q5.
What alternative policy solutions were being discussed before Darooyar emerged as a serious proposal?
Q6.
How did policymakers, experts, and stakeholders evaluate these alternatives?
Q7.
Why do you think the Darooyar model gained greater acceptance than competing alternatives?
Probe:
· Technical feasibility
· Administrative feasibility
· Political acceptability
· Financial considerations
· Stakeholder support

Section D: Politics Stream
Q8.
How did political developments between 2021 and 2022 influence discussions about pharmaceutical subsidy reform?
Q9.
What role did the following actors play in facilitating or constraining reform discussions?
· Parliament
· Central Bank of Iran
· Ministry of Health
· IFDA
· Health insurance organizations
· Government economic agencies
Q10.
How did sanctions, fiscal pressures, and broader economic conditions influence political willingness to pursue reform?

Section E: Policy Entrepreneurs and Policy Window
Q11.
Which individuals, organizations, or groups were most influential in promoting the reform?
Q12.
What strategies did these actors use to advance the issue on the governmental agenda?
Probe:
· Evidence use
· Framing strategies
· Coalition-building
· Political negotiation
Q13.
Why did the reform gain agenda attention in 2022 rather than earlier or later?
Q14.
In your view, when did the problem, policy, and politics streams converge sufficiently to create a policy window?

Closing Question
Q15.
Is there any additional information about the agenda-setting process leading to the Darooyar reform that you believe is important but has not yet been discussed?

