Supplementary Material
	Supplementary Table 1: List of hospitals by category

	Hospital Name
	Hospital Type
	Notes

	Beaufort
	Non-specialist
	

	Beluran
	Non-specialist
	

	Duchess of Kent (HDOK)
	Specialist
	

	Keningau
	Specialist
	

	Kota Belud
	Non-specialist
	

	Kota Kinabatangan
	Non-specialist
	

	Kota Marudu
	Non-specialist
	

	Kuala Penyu
	Non-specialist
	

	Kudat
	Non-specialist
	

	Kunak
	Non-specialist
	

	Lahad Datu
	Specialist
	

	Likas (HWKKS)
	Specialist
	Tertiary referral centre for paediatric thalassaemia patients

	Papar
	Non-specialist
	

	Pitas
	Non-specialist
	

	Queen Elizabeth (HQE)
	Specialist
	Tertiary referral centre for adult thalassaemia patients

	Ranau
	Non-specialist
	

	Semporna
	Non-specialist
	

	Sipitang
	Non-specialist
	

	Tambunan
	Non-specialist
	

	Tawau
	Specialist
	

	Tenom
	Non-specialist
	

	Tuaran
	Specialist
	





	Supplementary Table 2: Ethnic distribution of deceased TDT patients by hospital type

	 
	Total (N=42)
	Specialist (N=23)
	Non-specialist (N=19)

	
	n (%)
	n (%)
	n (%)

	Ethnicity
	 
	 
	 

	Kadazan-Dusun
	29 (69.0%)
	15 (65.2%)
	14 (73.7%)

	Bajau
	3 (7.1%)
	2 (8.7%)
	1 (5.3%)

	Foreigner
	2 (4.8%)
	1 (4.3%)
	1 (5.3%)

	Malay
	2 (4.8%)
	2 (8.7%)
	0 (0.0%)

	Murut
	2 (4.8%)
	2 (8.7%)
	0 (0.0%)

	Rungus
	2 (4.8%)
	0 (0.0%)
	2 (10.5%)

	Other Pribumi
	1 (2.4%)
	1 (4.3%)
	0 (0.0%)

	Sungai
	1 (2.4%)
	0 (0.0%)
	1 (5.3%)
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