Key Informant interview questionnaire for policy implementers (health care providers and Village Health Teams) charged with the implementation of adolescent reproductive health policies for reducing adolescent pregnancies  
We are conducting a study to explore the barriers and facilitators influencing the development and implementation of Adolescent Reproductive Health (ARH) policies in Uganda and the strategies used to address policy deficiencies, to reduce adolescent pregnancies.
We want your insights on the policy implementation efforts aimed at reducing adolescent pregnancies. Additionally, we are interested in your perspective on handling situations where policies may be unclear in addressing adolescent pregnancies 
For this study, we define policy development as the process of formulating policies, guidelines or strategies to address adolescent pregnancies and establishing action priorities and policy implementation as implementing and enforcing these policies.
You have been selected to participate due to your involvement in policy development or implementation.
Section A: Background Information
Could you please tell me about yourself, how long have you been in this position?
What policies and/or guidelines do you follow in your daily activities that help prevent adolescent pregnancies? 
Section B: Facilitators of Policy Implementation
You have mentioned that you often use these policies/guidelines, can you walk me through the process of using these guidelines? E.g.   
1. How did you first learn about these policies/guidelines? 
2. What helped you in implementing them?

	Prompts 
	Addressed 
	Prompted 

	Policy design (probe for whether the content and context of the ARH policies make it easier to implement).
	
	

	Resource availability (Probe for adequacy of funding, staff and material resources).
	
	

	Sociocultural factors (probe for social support offered by the staff and cultural beliefs that propel ARH policy implementation).
	
	

	Facility factors (probe for staff training/ knowledge availability, proper coordination of ARH policy activities).
	
	

	Individual factors (probe for provider attitudes and confidentiality concerns).
	
	

	Communication factors (probe for information dissemination systems and language support systems for adolescents with language barriers and communication disability barriers).
	
	

	Legal and ethical barriers (probe for consent support systems for where parents and guardians might be needed, probe for ethical dilemmas guidance prompts).
	
	



Section C: Barriers to Policy Implementation
Thank you for highlighting what supported ARH policy implementation. Could you please also highlight what difficulties you face while putting these policies into practice?
	Prompts 
	Addressed 
	Prompted 

	Policy design (probe for whether the content and context of the ARH policies make it hard or easier to implement, probe for policy conflicts).
	
	

	Resource limitations (Probe for adequacy of funding, staff and material resources).
	
	

	Sociocultural factors (probe for stigma and taboos faced by the staff and the adolescents and cultural beliefs)
	
	

	Facility barriers (probe for training/ knowledge of staff, coordination issues).
	
	

	Individual barriers (probe for provider beliefs and attitudes).
	
	

	Communication barriers (probe for information gaps about ARH services and language barriers).
	
	

	Legal and ethical barriers (probe for consent barriers where parents and guardians might be needed, probe for ethical dilemmas).
	
	














Section D: Coping mechanisms for policy implementations 
Considering the difficulties you've mentioned, what specific strategies or approaches have you used to overcome policy deficiencies and ensure the effective implementation of ARH policies?
	Prompts 
	Addressed 
	Prompted 

	Improvisation and Innovation: Probe for task shifting, use of mobile outreaches and any other innovation.
	
	

	Strengthening Partnerships: probe for possibilities of working with schools, churches, peer educators, and collaboration with NGOs to fill the gap
	
	

	Advocacy for policy change: Probe for possibilities of engaging policymakers, using real-world examples, and participating in policy dialogues 
	
	

	Community Sensitization: probe for possibilities of challenging harmful norms, supporting ARH services, and parental engagement 
	
	

	Integration of ARH services: probe for integration in other general services and school health programs 
	
	

	Confidentiality and trust: probe for confidential services, nonjudgmental and respect for adolescents' autonomy 
	
	

	Capacity building: Probe for training of health workers on adolescent-centered care and updates in ARH services, cultural sensitivity while advocating for ARH services 
	
	

	Monitoring feedback: probe for regular feedback collection from the adolescents and use the feedback for refining services and advocacy  
	
	



Section E: Facilitators of Policy Development 
Based on your experiences, what recommendations would you offer to improve the development and implementation of ARH policies moving forward?

Thank you so much for your time and valuable insights. 
