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Introductory script:

Thank you for taking the time to talk with me today. For this formative research, we are trying to learn more about current practice, routines, barriers and facilitators to implementation of evidence-based Hypertension (HTN) care in urban and peri-urban HIV clinical settings. This will help us identify and understand the characteristics, interests, behaviors and needs of PLHIV with hypertension, their health care providers, health facility managers and policy makers that influence their decisions or actions towards integrated HTN-HIV care. Findings from this stakeholder formative study will guide the design of patient-centered interventions for HTN-HIV integration and effective implementation strategies for scaling up HTN-HIV integrated care in urban and peri-urban HIV clinics in Uganda. There are no right or wrong answers to any of my questions; I would like to learn your opinions about the topics we discuss today. Your answers will be kept private, so no one will be able to know how you personally answered the questions.

Background information:

1.Tell me about yourself and how long you have been working in this clinic?
2. What is your job title? Please describe your roles and responsibilities in this clinic? 
3. What kind of hypertension services are you currently providing in this clinic? (Probe for how this is going, screening, treatment, monitoring)
4.What is your experience in providing hypertension care in this clinic? Probe for experiences with blood pressure measurement, and hypertension treatment and monitoring.
Current practices and routines for blood pressure measurement, and hypertension treatment and monitoring in HIV clinic
5. How would you rank health services or activities according to priority in this HIV clinic. How do you rank HTN care? (Probe whether HTN care is low, medium or high priority and why?
6. What health services or activities appear to have highest priority for in this HIV clinic at the moment?   (Probe Why? How about for you? Why?)
7. How is blood pressure (BP) measurement currently organized in this clinic, (when does it happen, who conducts it and where? 

8. For patients who are found to have hypertension in this HIV clinic, what process do they go through? (probe for description of steps they go through)
9.What recommendations do patients with hypertension receive in this HIV Clinic? (probe for counselling given, dietary modification, medications, weight reduction, physical activity, moderate alcohol consumption and why?
10. What medications are commonly prescribed for patients with hypertension in this HIV clinic? 

11. How are patients with hypertension monitored? Probe for frequency, who does the monitoring, where and when, Probe for what is monitored i.e. side effects, drug interactions, adherence, BP recording, and laboratory tests? 
12. What kind of laboratory monitoring do you perform when prescribing BP medications?" Probe for whether laboratory tests are performed prior to treatment, during treatment, and how often.  Probe for whether tests are performed for everyone, or only certain types of patients or certain types of drugs. 
13. Based on your experience, what are the advantages of the way BP measurement, treatment and monitoring are currently organized at this clinic? Why?

13. What are some of the challenges that you experience with the way BP measurement, and hypertension treatment and monitoring are currently organized? Probe why? 
14. In your opinion, what are the advantages of integrated HIV-HTN care at this HIV clinic? (Probe for why or why not, to the patient, healthcare provider and the healthcare system? 
Perceived need for HIV-HTN care integration

Now I will ask you questions specific to your thoughts and opinions regarding integrated HIV-HTN care
15. What are your thoughts regarding integrated HIV-HTN care in this clinic? (probe is there a need for it, Why and why not)?
16. What specific needs of patients will integrated HIV-HTN care address that separate (HIV and HTN) services do not meet?  
17. In what ways will integrated HIV-HTN care address the needs of health care providers if at all (probe why?)
18. In what ways might integrated HIV-HTN care create challenges for the healthcare providers and the patients in the HIV clinic (probe for services conflict, workload, explain why)
20. In what ways will provision of integrated HIV-HTN care replace or compliment current processes? 
21. How will you manage competing priorities in your own work if you provide integrated HIV-HTN care? 

22. What likely challenges may arise with the provision of integrated HIV-HTN care in this clinic? (probe to staffing challenges i.e. levels, capacity)
Knowledge and Beliefs about integrated HIV-HTN care
23. How do you feel about the plan to provide patients with integrated HIV-HTN care in this HIV clinic? (Probe for anticipations or concerns and why)
Self-efficacy

24. How confident are you with BP measurement? Are you able to confidently screen a patient? (What gives you that level of confidence or not? consider probing using Likert scale) 
25. How confident are you with treatment for hypertension? Probe if they can prescribe dietary modification, medications, weight reduction, physical activity, moderate alcohol consumption) Are you able to prescribe treatment for a hypertensive patient? (What give you that level of confidence or not)
26. How confident are you with counseling patients about medication side effects and managing them when they occur?
27. How confident are you that you will be able to adopt integrated HIV-HTN care in this HIV Clinic? (Probe for what gives that level of confidence or not)
28. How confident do you think your colleagues feel about providing integrated HIV-HTN care in HIV clinic? (Probe for what gives them that level of confidence or lack of)
Compatibility of HIV-HTN integration with current workflows and staffing resources

29. How well does the integrated HIV-HTN care fit with existing work processes and practices in this clinic? Probe for why or why not? 
30. In what ways if at all will the staffing levels at this clinic affect the provision of integrated HIV-HTN? why? 

31. Can you describe how the integrated HIV-HTN care will be successfully integrated into current processes? 
32. In what ways will the provision of integrated HIV-HTN care replace or compliment current practices or process in this clinic? 

Organizational factors affecting blood pressure measurement, hypertension treatment, and monitoring in HIV clinic setting. 
33. How many blood pressure (BP) machines does this clinic possess and where are they located? (Probe for whether they are manual or automated, whether they are functional)
34. At what service points are BP machines located?
35. At what service points are BP measurements taken? (Probe for the timing e.g. is it the triage point, in examination room, or dispensing area)
36. Who are the likely to beneficiaries of the integrated HTN- HIV care in this clinic if it was to happen?
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