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Search strategy to identify cases from published individual patient data (IPD) meta-analyses

Inclusion criteria
· IPD meta-analyses of RCTs that evaluated effectiveness and safety of healthcare interventions 
· Fully published since 2014 in English 
· Provided sufficient data for cumulative subgroup analysis 
Search strategies
IPDMAs:  Using the strategy below, searched PubMed on 26/09/2015: 
(“meta-analysis”[TIAB] OR “systematic review”[TIAB] OR “meta-regression”[TIAB]) AND (IPD[TIAB] OR “individual patient data”[TIAB] OR “individual participant data”[TIAB] OR “patient level”[TIAB] ) AND (random*[TIAB] OR trial*[TIAB])
PubMed Search results
· Total records: n=298 
· Full text checked: n=72 
· IPD meta-analyses of RCTs: n=60 
· IPD meta-analyses with sufficient data for cumulative subgroup analysis n=3.1-3 
· Two case studies using data from IPD meta-analyses with sufficient data for Cumulative subgroup analysis and that included at least 10 randomised trials.1,2
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