Detailed search strategies
PubMed is a comprehensive database widely utilized in life sciences and biomedical research. It provides access to an extensive collection of journal articles and literature, supporting accurate and authoritative citation and research activities. Retracted articles are clearly marked in PubMed, with the publication type categorized as "retracted publication."
Web of Science is a versatile academic platform that indexes a broad spectrum of scholarly content, including journal articles, conference proceedings, and books across various disciplines. It offers robust tools for citation tracking and analysis. Similar to PubMed, retracted articles in Web of Science are identified and classified as "retracted publication."
The Retraction Watch Database is a specialized repository that monitors and documents retractions across a wide range of scientific fields, providing detailed insights into the characteristics of retracted studies.
Based on these resources, we conducted searches in PubMed, Web of Science, and the Retraction Watch Database to identify retractions within the field of stem cell research. Data collection was finalized on July 5, 2024.
Detailed search strategies for each database are shown below: For PubMed, (‘Stem cell*’ in Title/Abstract) AND (‘retracted publication*’ in Publication type). And we also estimated the total number of publications in the stem cell field by define (‘Stem cell*’ in Title/Abstract) NOT (‘cancer stem cell*’ OR ‘glioma stem cell*’ in Title/Abstract).
For Web of Science, (‘Stem cell*’ in Title) OR (‘Stem cell*’ in Abstract)), document types were defined as retracted publication.
For Retraction Watch Database, the term ‘Stem cell’ was used in the title, Retraction Nature was defined as ‘retraction’. 
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