Table S1  Primer sequences for real-time PCR
	Gene
	Forward
	Reverse

	ROMO1
	5′- GACAGTCCCAGCCAAGC-3′ 
	5′- CCGCATTCCGATCCTGAG-3′

	MUC5AC
	5′-TTCCCACCACAAGCACAA-3′
	5′-CCAGAGGTCATGCTGGTTATAG-3′

	GAPDH
	5’-CTCCTCCACCTTTGACGCTG-3’
	5’-TCCTCTTGTGCTCTTGCTGG-3’



Table S2  Baseline characteristics of the study subjects
	Subjects
	Age (yr.)
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Sex
	Smoking status
	Smoking index (pack-yr.)
	GOLD stage

	[bookmark: _Hlk219369955]Control 1
	70
	Male
	Former
	21
	/

	Control 2
	59
	Male
	Current
	15.5
	/

	Control 3
	70
	Male
	Current
	20
	/

	Control 4
	75
	Female
	Former
	7.5
	/

	Control 5
	54
	Female
	Never
	0
	/

	Control 6
	72
	Female
	Never
	0
	/

	Control 7
	70
	Female
	Former
	16
	/

	Control 8
	79
	Male
	Former
	12.5
	/

	COPD 1
	59
	Male
	Current
	38
	1

	COPD 2
	66
	Male
	Current
	28
	2

	COPD 3
	73
	Male
	Former
	30
	2

	COPD 4
	52
	Male
	Former
	33
	4

	COPD 5
	66
	Female
	Never
	0
	1

	COPD 6
	65
	Male
	Former
	22.5
	1

	COPD 7
	66
	Male
	Former
	15
	2

	COPD 8
	62
	Female
	Former
	13
	2




