SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS
Table S1: Clinical and metabolic characteristics of the study population according to diabetic kidney disease phenotypes
	
	Controls
(n = 48)
	A-DKD
(n = 46)
	NA-DKD
(n = 44)
	A&L-DKD
(n = 42)
	P value

	Age, years
	63.96 ± 7.30
	63.29 ± 6.66
	69.09 ± 5.83
	70.19 ± 4.86
	< 0.001

	Sex, no. (%) of males
	34 (70.8)
	40 (87.0)
	30 (68.2)
	32 (76.2)
	0.16

	Active smokers, no. (%)
	11 (22.9)
	25 (54.3)
	9 (20.5)
	10 (23.8)
	< 0.001

	Known diabetes duration, years
	12.49 ± 6.59
	15.48 ± 8.81
	13.28 ± 9.71
	20.21 ± 10.27
	0.004

	History of CVD§, no. (%)
	10 (20.8)
	12 (26.1)
	6 (13.6)
	22 (52.4)
	< 0.001

	BMI, kg/m2
	29.12 ± 5.18
	29.76 ± 5.28 
	27.74 ± 3.11
	27.67 ± 4.30
	0.091

	SBP, mmHg
	131.98 ± 15.39
	137.50 ± 17.13
	133.95 ± 11.21
	135.38 ± 12.73
	0.31

	DBP, mmHg
	76.98 ± 10.35
	81.25 ± 11.52
	78.72 ± 8.46
	77.00 ± 9.59
	0.16

	HbA1c, %
	7.16 ± 1.27
	7.53 ± 1.49
	6.82 ± 0.98
	7.11 ± 1.22
	0.065

	Fasting glucose, mg/dL
	134.12 ± 39.20
	136.26 ± 36.70
	130.71 ± 50.34
	124.45 ± 32.43
	0.54

	eGFR, mL/min/1,73m2
	91.43 ± 13.26
	90.78 ± 11.40
	50.13 ± 8.24
	48.08 ± 13.40
	< 0.001

	UACR, mg/g
	10.00 [8.00 – 16.00]
	71.50 [45.00 – 254.00]
	10.00 [7.00 – 17.00]
	137.00 [54.00 – 385.75]
	< 0.001

	Total cholesterol, mg/dl
	155.40 ± 39.78
	147.11 ± 33.92
	146.81 ± 33.63
	149.60 ± 33.39
	0.622

	HDL-c, mg/dl
	46.50 ± 12.37
	44.57 ± 11.91
	45.42 ± 11.16
	46.86 ± 11.67
	0.789

	LDL-c, mg/dl
	84.84 ± 32.81
	78.87 ± 30.36
	77.32 ± 30.92
	70.89 ± 33.59
	0.236

	Triglycerides, mg/dl
	105.00 [79.00 – 152.75]
	104.50 [81.50, 149.00]
	99.00 [74.50, 147.00]
	138.50 [108.75, 196.75]
	0.047

	MEDICATIONS
	
	
	
	
	

	Metformin, no. (%)
	47 (97.9)
	43 (93.5)
	26 (59.1)
	25 (59.5)
	<0.001

	Insulin, no. (%)
	15 (31.2)
	17 (37.0)
	13 (29.5)
	22 (52.4)
	0.11

	SGLT2 inhibitors, no. (%)
	9 (18.8)
	19 (41.3)
	18 (40.9)
	24 (57.1)
	0.0026

	DPP4 inhibitors, no. (%)
	6 (12.5)
	1 (2.2)
	7 (15.9)
	3 (7.1)
	0.12

	GLP1-RAs, no. (%)
	22 (45.8)
	18 (39.1)
	24 (54.5)
	16 (38.1)
	0.45

	Sulphonylureas, no. (%)
	2 (4.2)
	0 (0.0)
	2 (4.5)
	0 (0.0)
	0.28

	Antithrombotics, no. (%)
	31 (64.6)
	26 (56.5)
	23 (52.3)
	23 (54.8)
	0.66

	Statins, no. (%)
	34 (70.8)
	39 (84.8)
	33 (75.0)
	33 (78.6)
	0.43

	ACE-i/ARBs, no. (%)
	27 (56.2)
	35 (76.1)
	35 (79.5)
	29 (69.0)
	0.070

	Other antihypertensive medications, no. (%)
	21 (43.8)
	22 (47.8)
	29 (65.9)
	27 (64.3)
	0.072




Data are presented as mean ± SD, median (1st – 3rd quartile), or percentage and compared with ANOVA, Kruskal-Wallis test, or χ2 as appropriate. A-DKD: albuminuric diabetic kidney disease (UACR ≥30 mg/g and eGFR ≥60 ml/min/1.63 m2); NA-DKD: non-albuminuric diabetic kidney disease (UACR <30 mg/g and eGFR <60 ml/min/1.63 m2); A&L-DKD: albuminuric and low estimated glomerular filtration rate diabetic kidney disease (UACR  ≥30 mg/g and eGFR <60 ml/min/1.63 m2); CVD: cardiovascular disease; BMI: body mass index; SBP: systolic blood pressure; DBP: diastolic blood pressure; eGFR: estimated glomerular filtration rate; UACR: urinary albumin to creatine ratio; SGLT2: sodium-glucose transporter 2; DPP4: dipeptidyl-peptidase 4; GLP1-RAs: glucagon like peptide 1 – receptor agonists. ACE-i: angiotensin converting enzyme inhibitors; ARBs: Angiotensin receptor blockers.  §history of CVD includes myocardial infarction, stroke, and peripheral artery disease. 
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Table S2: Age- and sex-standardized serum inflammatory biomarkers profile of the study population 
	
	Controls
(n = 48)
	DKD
(n = 132)

	APRIL/TNFSF13, ng/ml
	115.31 ± 8.48
	145.90 ± 5.61*

	BAFF/TNFSF13B, ng/ml
	4.49 ± 0.25
	4.65 ± 0.18

	sCD163, ng/ml
	37.35 ± 2.24
	38.71 ± 1.55

	sCD30/TNFRSF8, pg/ml
	327 ± 27.4
	434 ± 24.2*

	CHI3L1, ng/ml
	4.01 ± 0.24
	4.25 ± 0.17

	gp130/sIL-6Rβ, ng/ml
	35.65 ± 1.35
	39.04 ± 0.98*

	IFN-β, pg/ml
	3.26 ± 0.26
	3.05 ± 0.16

	MMP1, ng/ml
	0.59 ± 0.14
	0.65 ± 0.07

	MMP2, ng/ml
	1.71 ± 0.27
	2.31 ± 0.24

	MMP3, ng/ml
	2.41 ± 0.24
	3.48 ± 0.22*

	Osteocalcin, ng/ml
	2.20 ± 0.10
	2.35 ± 0.13

	Osteopontin, ng/ml
	4.81 ± 0.45 
	5.78 ± 0.36

	Pentraxin-3, ng/ml
	3.75 ± 0.29
	4.11 ± 0.21

	sTNF-R1, pg/ml
	910 ± 59.7
	1132 ± 49.5*

	sTNF-R2, pg/ml
	222 ± 6.29
	239 ± 4.51*

	TWEAK/TNFSF12, pg/ml
	127 ± 7.31
	123 ± 4.74


For each variable, the marginal mean ± standard error derived from a multivariate linear regression model adjusted for age and sex is presented. All cytokine levels, except those of A proliferation-inducing ligand/tumor necrosis factor ligand superfamily member 13 (APRIL/TNFSF13), were log-transformed; therefore, the reported values for these log-transformed cytokines are presented as geometric means.DKD: Diabetic kidney disease (UACR ≥30 mg/g and/or eGFR < 60 ml/min/1.63 m2); UACR: urinary albumin to creatine ratio; eGFR: estimated glomerular filtration rate; BAFF/TNFSF13B: B-cell activating factor/tumor necrosis factor ligand superfamily member 13B; sCD30/TNFRSF8: soluble cluster of differentiation (CD) 30/tumor necrosis factor receptor superfamily member 8; sCD163: soluble CD163; CHI3L1: Chitinase-3-like 1; gp130/sIL-6Rβ: gp130 glycoprotein 130 / soluble Interleukin-6 receptor subunit β; IFN- β interferon β; MMP-1: Matrix metalloproteinase-1; MMP-2: Matrix metalloproteinase-2; MMP-3: Matrix metalloproteinase-3, sTNF-R1: soluble tumor necrosis factor receptor 1; sTNF-R2: soluble tumor necrosis factor receptor 2; TWEAK/TNFSF12: tumor necrosis factor-like weak inducer of apoptosis/tumor necrosis factor soluble factor 12.  *P  < 0.05.
[bookmark: _Hlk217985108]Table S3: Serum inflammatory biomarkers profile of the study population according to diabetic kidney disease phenotypes
	
	Controls
(n = 48)
	A-DKD
(n = 46)
	NA-DKD
(n = 44)
	A&L-DKD
(n = 42)
	P value

	APRIL/TNFSF13, ng/ml
	106.55 ± 36.54
	110.19 ± 39.1
	153.62 ± 56.87*†
	169.56 ± 77.60*†
	< 0.001

	sCD30/TNFRSF8, pg/ml
	300.82 [240.75 – 404.93]
	326.09 [268.54 – 499.71]
	416.40 [309.96 – 538.66]*
	486.76 [367.84 – 623.44]*†
	< 0.001

	MMP3, ng/ml
	3.02 [1.79 – 4.38]
	3.49 [2.48 – 5.02]
	4.39 [3.52 – 6.06]*
	4.02 [2.96 – 5.65]*
	0.004

	sTNF-R1, pg/ml
	806.25 [701.06 – 1033.94]
	979.41 [693.24 – 1232.33]
	1230.27 [967.42 – 1475.09] *†
	1369.34 [1039.38 – 1725.50] *†
	< 0.001

	sTNF-R2, pg/ml
	227.05 [205.01 – 243.92]
	228.14 [192.09 – 245.50]
	243.51 [214.63 – 266.03]
	249.11 [227.27 – 276.87]*†
	0.001


[bookmark: _Hlk217744774]Data are presented as mean ± SD or median (1st – 3rd quartile) and are compared with ANOVA, Kruskal-Wallis test, or χ2. Bonferroni correction was applied for multiple comparisons. Multiple comparisons are adjusted with the Bonferroni method. A-DKD: albuminuric diabetic kidney disease (UACR ≥30 mg/g and eGFR ≥60 ml/min/1.63 m2); NA-DKD: non-albuminuric diabetic kidney disease (UACR <30 mg/g and eGFR <60 ml/min/1.63 m2); A&L-DKD: albuminuric and low estimated glomerular filtration rate diabetic kidney disease (UACR  ≥30 mg/g and eGFR <60 ml/min/1.63 m2); UACR: urinary albumin to creatine ratio; eGFR: estimated glomerular filtration rate; APRIL/TNFSF13: A proliferation-inducing ligand/tumor necrosis factor ligand superfamily member 13; sCD30/TNFRSF8: soluble cluster of differentiation (CD) 30/tumor necrosis factor receptor superfamily member 8; MMP-2: Matrix metalloproteinase-2; MMP-3: Matrix metalloproteinase-3, sTNF-R1: soluble Tumor Necrosis Factor Receptor 1; sTNF-R2: soluble Tumor Necrosis Factor Receptor 2. *P < 0.05 vs controls; † P < 0.05 vs A-DKD; ‡ P < 0.05 vs NA-DKD. 


[bookmark: _Hlk217745638]Table S4: Cardiovascular and renal profile of the study population according to diabetic kidney disease phenotypes
	
	Controls
(n = 48)
	A-DKD
(n = 46)
	NA-DKD
(n = 44)
	A&L-DKD
(n = 42)
	P value

	PWV, m/s
	10.11 ± 3.69
	10.35 ± 3.35
	11.71 ± 3.98*
	12.52 ± 4.58*†
	0.031

	Carotid plaques, no. (%)
	19 (39.6)
	25 (54.3)
	26 (59.1)
	30 (71.4)*
	0.023

	IMT, mm
	0.82 ± 0.14
	0.83 ± 0.17
	0.90 ± 0.18
	0.85 ± 0.15
	0.19

	RRI 
	0.71 ± 0.08
	0.71 ± 0.08
	0.76 ± 0.10*†
	0.78 ± 0.08*†
	< 0.001


Data are presented as mean ± SD or percentage and compared with ANOVA or χ2 as appropriate. Bonferroni correction was applied for multiple comparisons. A-DKD: albuminuric diabetic kidney disease (UACR ≥30 mg/g and eGFR ≥60 ml/min/1.63 m2); NA-DKD: non-albuminuric diabetic kidney disease (UACR <30 mg/g and eGFR <60 ml/min/1.63 m2); A&L-DKD: albuminuric and low estimated glomerular filtration rate diabetic kidney disease (UACR  ≥30 mg/g and eGFR <60 ml/min/1.63 m2); UACR: urinary albumin to creatine ratio; eGFR: estimated glomerular filtration rate; PWV: pulse wave velocity; IMT: intima-media thickness; RRI: renal resistivity index. *P < 0.05 vs controls; † P < 0.05 vs A-DKD; ‡ P < 0.05 vs NA-DKD
Table S5: Firth Logistic regression model 1 with carotid plaque as dependent variable
	Presence of carotid plaque

	Covariates
	OR
	95%CI
	P value

	Age, year
	1.06
	0.96 – 1.17
	0.220

	Sex [male]
	1.61
	0.53 – 4.83
	0.403

	BMI, kg/m2
	0.92
	0.81 – 1.05
	0.247

	Active smoking
	1.60
	0.50 – 5.08
	0.428

	SBP, mmHg
	1.01
	0.98 – 1.05
	0.513

	HbA1c, %
	1.64
	1.01 – 2.66
	0.036

	LDL-c, mg/dl
	1.00
	0.99 – 1.02
	0.799

	eGFR, ml/min/1.73m2
	0.98
	0.95 – 1.01
	0.217

	UACR > 30 mg/g
	1.49
	0.46 – 4.87
	0.512


Model 1 included: age, sex, body mass index (BMI), active smoking, systolic blood pressure (SBP), glycated haemoglobin (HbA1c), low density lipoprotein cholesterol (LDL-c), estimated glomerular filtration rate (eGFR), having urinary albumin to creatinine ratio (UACR) > 30 mg/g. OR: odds ratio; 95%CI: 95% confidence interval. 


Table S6: Firth logistic regression model 2 with carotid plaque as dependent variable and including APRIL/TNFSF13 levels as covariate
	Presence of carotid plaque

	Covariates
	OR
	CI
	P value

	Age, year
	1.06
	0.96 – 1.17
	0.235

	Sex [male]
	1.52
	0.51 – 4.56
	0.462

	BMI, kg/m2
	0.93
	0.82 – 1.06
	0.294

	Active smoking
	1.85
	0.57 – 6.07
	0.309

	SBP, mmHg
	1.02
	0.98 – 1.06
	0.327

	HbA1c, %
	1.89
	1.02 – 2.78
	0.032

	LDL-c, mg/dl
	1.00
	0.99 – 1.02
	0.707

	eGFR, ml/min/1.73m2
	0.98
	0.94 – 1.01
	0.153

	UACR > 30 mg/g
	1.50
	0.46 – 4.91
	0.506

	APRIL/ TNFSF13 [top tertile group, > 154.24 ng/ml]
	1.02
	0.34 – 3.02
	0.979


This model included having carotid atherosclerotic plaque as dependent variables and as covariates: age, sex, body mass index (BMI), active smoking, systolic blood pressure (SBP), glycated haemoglobin (HbA1c), low density lipoprotein cholesterol (LDL-c), estimated glomerular filtration rate (eGFR), having urinary albumin to creatinine ratio (UACR) > 30 mg/g, and being in the top tertile group of a proliferation-inducing ligand/tumor necrosis factor ligand superfamily member 13 (APRIL/TNFSF13) levels. OR: odds ratio; 95%CI: 95% confidence interval.



Table S7: Firth logistic regression model 2 with carotid plaque as dependent variable and including sCD30/TNFRSF8 as covariate
	Presence of carotid plaque

	Covariates
	OR
	CI
	P value

	Age, year
	1.06
	0.96 – 1.17
	0.264

	Sex [male]
	1.58
	0.53 – 4.73
	0.244

	BMI, kg/m2
	0.92
	0.81 – 1.05
	0.244

	Active smoking
	1.62
	0.50 – 5.22
	0.423

	SBP, mmHg
	1.01
	0.98 – 1.05
	0.515

	HbA1c, %
	1.65
	1.00 – 2.73
	0.044

	LDL-c, mg/dl
	1.00
	0.99 – 1.02
	0.787

	eGFR, ml/min/1.73m2
	0.98
	0.95 – 1.01
	0.214

	UACR > 30 mg/g
	1.52
	0.46 – 5.00
	0.500

	sCD30/TNFRSF8 [top tertile group, > 506.17 pg/ml]
	0.90
	0.28 – 2.86
	0.860


This model included having carotid atherosclerotic plaque as dependent variables and as covariates: age, sex, body mass index (BMI), active smoking, systolic blood pressure (SBP), glycated haemoglobin (HbA1c), low density lipoprotein cholesterol (LDL-c), estimated glomerular filtration rate (eGFR), having urinary albumin to creatinine ratio (UACR) > 30 mg/g, and being in the top tertile group of soluble cluster of differentiation 30/tumor necrosis factor receptor superfamily member 8 (sCD30/TNFRSF8) levels. OR: odds ratio; 95%CI: 95% confidence interval. 

Table S8: Firth logistic regression model 2 with carotid plaque as dependent variable and including sTNF-R2 as covariate
	Presence of carotid plaque

	Covariates
	OR
	CI
	P value

	Age, year
	1.07
	0.97 – 1.18
	0.207

	Sex [male]
	1.59
	0.53 – 4.79
	0.417

	BMI, kg/m2
	0.93
	0.82 – 1.06
	0.273

	Active smoking
	1.67
	0.53 – 5.33
	0.386

	SBP, mmHg
	1.01
	0.98 – 1.04
	0.615

	HbA1c, %
	1.57
	0.97 – 2.54
	0.061

	LDL-c, mg/dl
	1.00
	0.98 – 1.02
	0.940

	eGFR, ml/min/1.73m2
	0.98
	0.95 – 1.01
	0.302

	UACR > 30 mg/g
	1.55
	0.47 – 5.17
	0.480

	sTNF-R2 [top tertile group, > 255.28 pg/ml ]
	2.03
	0.70 – 5.93
	0.195


This model included having carotid atherosclerotic plaque as dependent variables and as covariates: age, sex, body mass index (BMI), active smoking, systolic blood pressure (SBP), glycated haemoglobin (HbA1c), low density lipoprotein cholesterol (LDL-c), estimated glomerular filtration rate (eGFR), having urinary albumin to creatinine ratio (UACR) > 30 mg/g, and being in the top tertile of soluble cluster of soluble Tumor Necrosis Factor Receptor 2 (sTNF-R2) levels. OR: odds ratio; 95%CI: 95% confidence interval. 

Table S9: Firth logistic regression model 2 with carotid plaque as dependent variable and including MMP3 as covariate
	Presence of carotid plaque

	Covariates
	OR
	CI
	P value

	Age, year
	1.05
	0.95 – 1.16
	0.366

	Sex [male]
	1.36
	0.43 – 4.32
	0.600

	BMI, kg/m2
	0.92
	0.81 – 1.06
	0.248

	Active smoking
	1.44
	0.46 – 4.54
	0.542

	SBP, mmHg
	1.01
	0.98 – 1.05
	0.410

	HbA1c, %
	1.62
	1.00 – 2.61
	0.041

	LDL-c, mg/dl
	1.00
	0.99 – 1.02
	0.774

	eGFR, ml/min/1.73m2
	0.98
	0.95 – 1.01
	0.289

	UACR > 30 mg/g
	1.53
	0.47 – 5.02
	0.487

	MMP3 [top tertile group, > 5.08 ng/ml]
	1.57
	0.52 – 4.78
	0.433


This model included having carotid atherosclerotic plaque as dependent variables and as covariates: age, sex, body mass index (BMI), active smoking, systolic blood pressure (SBP), glycated haemoglobin (HbA1c), low density lipoprotein cholesterol (LDL-c), estimated glomerular filtration rate (eGFR), having urinary albumin to creatinine ratio (UACR) > 30 mg/g, and being in the top tertile group of Matrix metalloproteinase-3 (MMP3) levels. OR: odds ratio; 95%CI: 95% confidence interval.


Table S10: Firth logistic regression with carotid plaque as dependent variable and including log-transformed levels of sTNF-R1
	Presence of carotid plaque

	Covariates
	OR
	CI
	P value

	Age, year
	1.04
	0.94 – 1.15
	0.425

	Sex [male]
	1.64
	0.54 – 4.97
	0.384

	BMI, kg/m2
	0.93
	0.82 – 1.07
	0.320

	Active smoking
	1.73
	0.49 – 5.09
	0.456

	SBP, mmHg
	1.02
	0.98 – 1.06
	0.319

	HbA1c, %
	1.52
	0.95 – 2.43
	0.074

	LDL-c, mg/dl
	1.00
	0.99 – 1.02
	0.729

	eGFR, ml/min/1.73m2
	0.99
	0.96 – 1.02
	0.462

	UACR > 30 mg/g
	1.26
	0.38 – 4.21
	0.711

	Log(sTNF-R1), pg/ml
	3.15
	1.02 – 11.87
	0.045


This model included having carotid atherosclerotic plaque as dependent variables and as covariates: age, sex, body mass index (BMI), active smoking, systolic blood pressure (SBP), glycated haemoglobin (HbA1c), low density lipoprotein cholesterol (LDL-c), estimated glomerular filtration rate (eGFR), having urinary albumin to creatinine ratio (UACR) > 30 mg/g, being log-transformed levels of Tumor Necrosis Factor Receptor 1 (sTNF-R1). OR: odds ratio; 95%CI: 95% confidence interval.



Table S11: Firth logistic regression with carotid plaque as dependent variable and including sTNF-R1, as well as therapy with SGLT2i and RAAS blockers as covariates.
	Presence of carotid plaque

	Covariates
	OR
	CI
	P value

	Age, year
	1.02
	0.91 - 1.13
	0.767

	Sex [male]
	1.26
	0.41 – 3.88
	0.686

	BMI, kg/m2
	0.95
	0.83 – 1.08
	0.425

	Active smoking
	1.78
	0.54 – 5.87
	0.352

	SBP, mmHg
	1.01
	0.98 – 1.05
	0.563

	HbA1c, %
	1.58
	0.96 – 2.60
	0.066

	LDL-c, mg/dl
	1.00
	0.98 – 1.02
	0.993

	eGFR, ml/min/1.73m2
	0.98
	0.95 – 1.02
	0.350

	UACR > 30 mg/g
	1.05
	0.30 – 3.69
	0.936

	sTNF-R1 [top tertile group, > 1412.95 pg/ml]
	4.93
	1.43 – 17.03
	0.010

	SGLT2i
	0.70
	0.24 – 2.01
	0.515

	RAAS blockers
	1.02
	0.30 – 3.49
	0.972


This model included having carotid atherosclerotic plaque as dependent variables and as covariates: age, sex, body mass index (BMI), active smoking, systolic blood pressure (SBP), glycated haemoglobin (HbA1c), low density lipoprotein cholesterol (LDL-c), estimated glomerular filtration rate (eGFR), having urinary albumin to creatinine ratio (UACR) > 30 mg/g, being in the top tertile group of  soluble Tumor Necrosis Factor Receptor 1 (sTNF-R1) levels, therapy with sodium-glucose cotransporter 2 inhibitors (SGLT2i), therapy with renine-angiotensin-aldosterone system (RAAS) blockers. OR: odds ratio; 95%CI: 95% confidence interval.


Table S12: Firth logistic regression with carotid plaque as dependent variable and including sTNF-R1, as well as history of CVD and statin therapy
	Presence of carotid plaque

	Covariates
	OR
	CI
	P value

	Age, year
	1.02
	0.91 - 1.14
	0.739

	Sex [male]
	0.73
	0.20 – 2.71
	0.654

	BMI, kg/m2
	0.97
	0.84 – 1.11
	0.658

	Active smoking
	1.27
	0.39 – 4.12
	0.700

	SBP, mmHg
	1.03
	0.99 – 1.07
	0.169

	HbA1c, %
	1.21
	0.75 – 1.95
	0.453

	LDL-c, mg/dl
	1.01
	0.99 – 1.03
	0.209

	eGFR, ml/min/1.73m2
	0.99
	0.96 – 1.03
	0.687

	UACR > 30 mg/g
	0.58
	0.14 – 2.33
	0.461

	sTNF-R1 [top tertile group, > 1412.95 pg/ml]
	7.19
	1.78 – 28.99
	0.004

	History of CVD
	5.82
	1.22 – 27.76
	0.025

	Statins
	3.39
	0.79 – 14.53
	0.112


This model included having carotid atherosclerotic plaque as dependent variables and as covariates: age, sex, body mass index (BMI), active smoking, systolic blood pressure (SBP), glycated haemoglobin (HbA1c), low density lipoprotein cholesterol (LDL-c), estimated glomerular filtration rate (eGFR), having urinary albumin to creatinine ratio (UACR) > 30 mg/g, being in the top tertile group of  soluble Tumor Necrosis Factor Receptor 1 (sTNF-R1) levels, history of cardiovascular disease (CVD), therapy with statins. OR: odds ratio; 95%CI: 95% confidence interval.


