[bookmark: _GoBack]Supplementary Table 1. Comparison of pretreatment clinical and virological data between patients with or without subsequent suboptimal virological response
	Variables
	Total patients
	With complete response
	With suboptimal response (6 m)
	P

	
	N = 443
	N = 362
	N = 81
	

	Age, years
	49.9 ± 12.6
	49.9 ± 12.3
	49.8 ± 14.1
	0.959

	Sex, male (%)
	308 (69.5%)
	247 (68.2%)
	61 (75.3%)
	0.211

	HBeAg, positive (%)
	125 (28.2%)
	94 (26.0%)
	31 (38.3%)
	0.026

	Anti-HBe, positive (%)
	331 (74.7%)
	278 (76.8%)
	53 (65.4%)
	0.033

	Cirrhosis, yes (%)
	105 (23.7%)
	87 (24.0%)
	18 (22.2%)
	0.729

	AFP, ng/mL
	4.2 (1.4, 839.2)
	4.2 (1.4, 839.2)
	4.3 (1.7, 189.7)
	0.796

	AST, IU/L
	171.2 ± 292.5
	180.4 ± 313.1
	130.1 ± 168.2
	0.162

	ALT, IU/L
	228.9 ± 349.1
	238.4 ± 366.9
	186.7 ± 252.3
	0.229

	Bilirubin, mg/dL
	1.2 ± 2.2
	1.3 ± 2.4
	0.9 ± 0.7
	0.104

	INR, ratio
	1.1 ± 0.2
	1.1 ± 0.2
	1.1 ± 0.3
	0.419

	Platelet,  109/L
	176.6 ± 76.2
	174.0 ± 68.4
	188.2 ± 103.7
	0.127

	Genotype B, yes (%)
	341 (77.0%)
	273 (75.4%)
	68 (84.0%)
	0.099

	Genotype C, yes (%)
	98 (22.1%)
	86 (23.8%)
	12 (14.8%)
	0.080

	Precore and BCP mutations
	
	
	
	

	    G1719T, yes (%) 
	25 (5.6%)
	21 (5.8%)
	4 (4.9%)
	0.761

	    G1728A/C, yes (%)
	7 (1.6%)
	7 (1.9%)
	0 (0.0%)
	0.207

	    C1730G, yes (%)
	103 (23.3%)
	90 (24.9%)
	13 (16.0%)
	0.090

	    A1752G, yes (%)
	164 (37.0%)
	126 (34.8%)
	38 (46.9%)
	0.041

	    T1753C/A, yes (%)
	60 (13.5%)
	51 (14.1%)
	9 (11.1%)
	0.479

	    A1762T, yes (%)
	199 (44.9%)
	166 (45.9%)
	33 (40.7%)
	0.403

	    G1764A, yes (%)
	207 (46.7%)
	173 (47.8%)
	34 (42.0%)
	0.343

	    C1766T, yes (%)
	23 (5.2%)
	20 (5.5%)
	3 (3.7%)
	0.504

	    T1768A, yes (%)
	25 (5.6%)
	19 (5.2%)
	6 (7.4%)
	0.447

	    C1799G, yes (%)
	342 (77.2%)
	274 (75.7%)
	68 (84.0%)
	0.109

	    G1896A, yes (%)
	314 (70.9%)
	260 (71.8%)
	54 (66.7%)
	0.356

	    G1899A, yes (%)
	93 (21.0%)
	84 (23.2%)
	9 (11.1%)
	0.016

	HBV-DNA, Log10 copies/mL
	7.19 (1.84, 10.8)
	6.9 (1.8, 10.8)
	8.3 (4.4, 10.2)
	< 0.001


[bookmark: _Hlk51147231]HBeAg, hepatitis B virus e antigen; anti-HBe, antibody against HBeAg; AFP, alpha-fetoprotein; AST, aspartate transaminase; ALT, alanine transaminase; INR, international normalized ratio for prothrombin time; BCP, basal core promoter.
Bold, P < 0.05
