Additional file 1: Discussion guide

Context
A1. Could you tell us about yourself and your role in this organization?
Prompt for 
· Background information
· Education
· Their current organization and the role they currently hold

A2. How long have you held this position? 

A3. Are you currently, or in the past, have been involved in any malaria programmatic work?
· Please tell me about the nature of this work. 	

B1. Can you tell us about severe malaria and its prevalence amongst infants and children in [country]? 
· What factors lead to malaria re-infection in infants and children in [country]? If respondent doesn’t know, proceed to next question

B2. To the best of your knowledge what is the current standard of care for infants and children with severe malaria anaemia in [country]?

B3. Beyond this normal standard of care for severe malaria anaemia, is there anything else that’s done to reduce cases of malaria re-infection, in those infants and children with severe malaria? 

Knowledge / Awareness – For respondents familiar with PDMC
C1. In your own words, could you tell us what you understand about post discharge malaria chemoprevention?

C2. What else do you know about PDMC?
Probe for the below if not mentioned above:
· Drugs used for PDMC and dosage
· Age range of patients
· Number of cycles
· Mode of delivery
· Effectiveness

Listen out for the following point to gauge accuracy and further prompting
· PDMC is given to infants and children who are hospitalized with severe anaemia, regardless of their malaria status.
· PDMC is given in addition to normal standard of care for severe malaria

C3. How do you think PDMC complements the current standard of care for severe anaemia in infants and children? 
Standard of care for severe malaria according to WHO: Injection of artesunate (IV) followed by oral artemisinin-based combination therapies (ACTs) such as Coartem.

C4. Where did you learn about PDMC from?
Probe for:
· Sufficiency/insufficiency of information
· Was this information accessible?
· When did they learn about PDMC? 

C5. If WHO is mentioned
a. Have you read the new WHO policy recommendations on PDMC?
b. Are there parts of the recommendations that were not clear for you?
c. How do you interpret the WHO policy recommendations for implementing PDMC?	

C6. Do you promote/use PDMC in any of your day-to-day tasks?
· If yes, how do you promote PDMC in your day-to-day tasks? Which tasks do you incorporate PDMC? What is the degree of your involvement in promoting PDMC?  [Iterate for the different ways they promote use]
· Are you experiencing any challenges to your involvement in [activity]? Which challenges are these?
· [If training is mentioned]
· Who do you train? 
· What specifically about PDMC are you training. 
· What are challenges you encounter during PDMC training?
· What kind of support is available to you as you conduct PDMC training?
· [If Information spreading is mentioned]
· What information about PDMC are you specifically spreading? 
· To whom are you spreading this information to? 
· What are some of the barriers you encounter during PDMC information dissemination?
· What kind of support is available to you as you disseminate PDMC information?

If answer is NO, move to Q C8

C7. What compelled you to decide to promote the use of PDMC?

If aware but not promoting the use of PDMC
C8. If no, why not?

C9. What would need to happen for you to start promoting the use of PDMC in any of your day-to-day work?	

PDMC trials [for Kenya, Uganda and Malawi]
C10. Were you part of the PDMC trials that have taken place in your country (specify KE, UG, MW)? If yes, proceed to Q C11, if no, proceed to Q D1

C11. What was the nature of your involvement in the PDMC trials in [country]?
Probe:
· Where it was implemented
· How patients were selected
· Which drug was used

C12. What are some of the key things you remember about the trial?

C13. What do you think made it possible to trial PDMC in [country]? Do you think [above mentioned] would make it possible to use PDMC in [country]? Why yes/No? What additional things need to be made possible for PDMC in [country]?

C14. What do you think made it difficult to trial PDMC in [country]? Do you think [mentioned] would make it difficult to use PDMC in [country]? Why yes/No? What additional things do you think would make it difficult to use PDMC in [country]? 

C15. Following the trials in your country, what would you say about your current level of exposure to PDMC? 

Knowledge / Awareness – for respondents who are NOT familiar with PDMC
Experts who were not familiar with PDMC were shown a short description of PDMC. This description can be found in appendix A.

C1. In your own words, could you tell me what you now understand about post discharge malaria chemoprevention (PDMC)?
Probe for:
a. Who is the intervention designed for?
b. How is it administered?
c. When is it administered?
d. For how long is the intervention administered?
e. What is the expected result of the intervention?

Listen out for  the following points to gauge accuracy and further prompting
· PDMC is given to infants and children who are hospitalized with severe anaemia, regardless of their malaria status.
· PDMC is given in addition to normal standard of care for severe malaria

C2. What do you think of PDMC as an intervention? 

C3. How do you think PDMC complements the current standard of care for severe anaemia in infants and children? 


Attitudes / Perceptions
D1. According to the WHO, PDMC has shown evidence to reduce all-cause readmission, all-cause mortality and reduced clinical malaria during the intervention period. Do you think PDMC can be effective in reducing infant/children malaria mortality in [country]? Please explain your answer

D2. What do you think are the benefits to implementing PDMC use in [country]?	

D3. What do you foresee as the effect of large scale PDMC implementation in [country?] What would it take to achieve this/counter this?

D4. What do you think are/would be the challenges to implementing PDMC use in [country]?
· At central level 
· At sub-national level 
· At district/lower admin unit level 
· At community level
· At donor level	
Respondent can answer for any level that they have an insight for

D5. Thinking of past successful or unsuccessful malaria intervention implementation exercises in [country] and especially what worked or did not work, what are some recommendations you can provide to guide successful and sustainable PDMC implementation? 

Data and information
E1. How would you go about measuring the outcomes of PDMC interventions in [country]? Do you foresee any challenges regarding PDMC data in [country]?
Probe: could be around data collection, data storage, data access, data utilization

Drug resistance
F1. Do you have any concerns about PDMC and the potential emergence of drug resistance? What is the likelihood that PDMC could trigger drug resistance?

Future use – Logistics
G1. How do you think PDMC should be rolled out to different levels of healthcare in [country]? 
(If respondent mentioned the current health care provision pathway)
· Is the current malaria health care provision pathway in [country] adequately equipped to facilitate PDMC roll out? If yes, why do you say so? If no, why not?

G2. According to the WHO, two delivery approaches for PDMC drugs have been evaluated so far: facility-based delivery and community-based delivery. 
· Facility based delivery: caregivers have to collected PDMC drugs from a health facility each month
· Community based delivery: caregivers receive all courses of PDMC on discharge

· What do you think of each of these delivery modes? 
· What would be the barriers and drivers associated with each delivery mode?
· In your opinion, which of the two would be more suitable in ensuring adherence to the intervention? 
· Besides these two, what alternative delivery approaches would you propose to make PDMC drugs accessible to patients? 

G3. PDMC is primarily designed to be a public sector intervention. Do you however see a role for private sector in PDMC roll out? If yes, in what way? If no, why not? 	

Future use – Funding and financing
H1. What costs do you see being associated with PDMC delivery? (To prompt: Besides funding for the PDMC drugs, what other costs do you see being associated with PDMC delivery?)

H2. In your opinion, Who should be responsible for financing the costs mentioned above?  
· Drugs (at patient delivery)
· Supply chain costs (importation and distribution)
· Training costs 
· Community health literacy	

H3. What challenges do you foresee when it comes to financing PDMC in [country]? 	

H4. What are the priority areas that require financial backing, for PDMC implementation to be successful? Why do you think so?	

Future use – Policy
J1. In your opinion, should there be a PDMC policy? 
If no, why not?
If yes, 
· Within the health ministry in [country], where do you think a PDMC policy should be hosted? Why? 
· Who should be involved in drafting this policy? What role should each of these people play?
· What challenges do you foresee in developing an actionable PDMC policy in [country]?

J2. Who are the key decision makers in national adoption of this intervention policy? What role do you think each of these decision makers mentioned should play in ensuring successful adoption of PDMC policy?

J3. Who should play a role in promoting the use and uptake of PDMC? Why do you think they [mentioned stakeholder] should be the one promoting PDMC?
Probe for each stakeholder mentioned

Future involvement
K1. For those already promoting use: Are you envisioning to increase your support to the adoption/use of PDMC? If yes, to what extent? And in what way? If no, why?
· What would discourage or prevent you from increasing the support you’re currently offering in promoting the use of PDMC? 
· What would encourage you to increase your support in promoting the use of PDMC? 

K2. If they are not currently promoting PDMC: Given what you know now about PDMC, would you consider offering support to PMDC adoption going forward?
1.	If yes, to what extent? And in what way? 
2.	If no, why?

· What would discourage or prevent you from offering support in promoting the use of PDMC? 
· What would encourage you to start offering your support in promoting the use of PDMC?

AOB
L1. Of all the challenges and barriers to effective malaria intervention implementation we have discussed today, which do you think will influence PDMC uptake in [country] the most?

L2. Is there anything you would like to tell us about PDMC and its implementation in [country] that we did not ask you or cover in this interview?

L3. Thank you for your time today. 

