Appendix 1: Focus Group Discussion and Interview guides
(i) Focus Group Discussion topic guide: Boma Health workers,
 
Instructions for the facilitator:
· Follow the informed consent procedures
· If consent is given, audio record the interview
· The topic guide is to be used in a flexible manner
· The aim is to collect semi-structured information from the respondent
· Use a flexible approach: use probes where needed
· It is not necessary to ask all these questions in the order listed, follow the responses/flow of the conversation
· Listen actively
0. Opening
· Hello, my name is…
· Identify if the participant has any questions or concerns
· Remind that the information will be considered confidential and how the information generated during the interview will be treated
· Inform the participant that notes will be taken during the interview and that the interview will be recorded
· Remind the participant, that he/she can interrupt and end the interview at any point or ask for a break
· Ask for permission to start recording
 
Start of the interview
· Could you tell me a bit about yourself?
· Could you tell me about your experience as a Boma health worker? 
· Probe: how came to work as a BHW? Why? Story..
Challenges of malaria in children
· Is malaria still a problem for children in your area/community? Why? How do you know that a child has malaria?
· Probe: health issues BHW may come across or support within work
· Probe: why? What is it like/probe experience and views about malaria? Probe burden, transmission, symptoms
· Probe on story
· What do people in the community do when a child has symptoms of malaria? 
Probe on: where do they take the child to and why? How do they know if children have malaria? Probe health seeking and management options; who ( mother, father, grandmother/grandfather, aunts/uncles, neighbours) accompanies children to where they are treated if they have signs & symptoms of malaria?
· How do people prevent malaria infection in children? What options are available? How do people use them?
 
SMC views and experience
· Could you tell me about your experiences with implementing/administering SMC? 
· Probes: ask for stories, examples
· What do people in the community think about SMC? 
· What are your views about SMC? 
· Probe: views about appropriateness for region
· What do you think about it being offered to children aged 3-59 months? 
· Probes: Why? (Checking the knowledge of vulnerability of this age group to malaria) Is it enough? Is it fair? 
How do you identify eligible houses?
How do you identify eligible children?
Probes: did you experience any challenges at identifying eligible children? and with not being able to offer SMC to older children?
· How do community members respond to SMC (probe beginning of pilot vs now)? Note the gender and the age of respondent(s) where possible
· What do you think are the good things about SMC? Why?
· And the bad things? Why?
· What challenges (e.g. distance, bad weather, rejection from the community) do you face with implementing it?
· Why do you think people accept SMC? 
· What reasons do they have for wanting it?
· Why do you think people refuse SMC? 
· Could you share an example of a community member who refused – what happened and why? 
· What helps people to engage with SMC correctly? What is needed? 
· What do you think about parents having to administer the 2nd and 3rd dose?
· Probe experiences with explaining this to parents, any challenges? What helps? 
· Would you give SMC to your own children?
· Probes: why?
 Would you recommend the use of SMC in other communities? 
Probes: Why/why not?
 
SMC training, familiarity, confidence
· What thoughts did you have about SMC when you first started implementing/ administering it? What concerns did you have? 
· What training did you receive? What did you think about the training? How was it for you?
· What are your views on the information you received – was it enough? 
· How did you feel when you first started learning about and implementing the new approach?
· What can help to build BHW confidence with SMC? 
· What is needed, what would improve things in the future? 
 
Closing
· Do you have any recommendations for the future SMC programmes?
· do you want to add anything else? Anything else to add? 
· Do you have any questions? 
· Thank you for your time
(ii) Focus Group Discussion topic guide: Caregivers
 
Instructions for the facilitator:
· Follow the informed consent procedures
· If consent is given, audio record the interview
· The topic guide is to be used in a flexible manner
· The aim is to collect semi-structured information from the respondent
· Use a flexible approach: use probes where needed
· It is not necessary to ask all these questions in the order listed, follow the responses/flow of the conversation
· Listen actively
0. Opening
· Hello, my name is…
· Identify if the participant has any questions or concerns
· Remind that the information will be considered confidential and how the information generated during the interview will be treated
· Inform the participant that notes will be taken during the interview and that the interview will be recorded
· Remind the participant, that he/she can interrupt and end the interview at any point or ask for a break
· Ask for permission to start recording
 
Start of the interview
· It is important for us to know each other as members of this community, Lets have quick self-introduction, feel free and relaxed to tell us a bit about yourself (name, number of children, head of household or not, marital status, occupation?
· can you tell me about your experience with SMC?
 
Views and experiences with malaria
· Do you think that malaria in children is a problem in Aweil South?
· Suggested probes: Why? For whom?
· Can you tell me about the last malaria experience in your family Probe on symptoms, transmission: 
· what happened? 
· How did you know [ this person] had malaria?
· How/when/why do you think you/they get it?
· What did you do when [this person] had malaria?
· Probes on health seeking behaviour and management: 
· Did you try to treat it at home first? (If yes… How? Why?)
· What did you do/where did you go first? (& why?)
· [response]… and what happened then? 
· What do people in the community usually do when a child falls sick with malaria?
· What do you do to prevent malaria? 
· What do people in the community do?
 
SMC offer
· How did you hear/learn about Seasonal Malaria Chemoprevention, SMC?
· Probes: had you heard about SMC before? (What have you heard?)
· What did you think about SMC before?
· How was SMC offered to you? 
· Probes: Who offered it to you and why?
·  What did you do when you were offered SMC? 
· What options did you consider and why?
· Did you have any concerns about SMC? 
· Probes: which concerns? Why?
· Were other people in the community/household concerned about SMC?
 
· Who in the family makes decision for taking part in the SMC program? Was there any agreement or disagreement with the partner about taking part in SMC program.
· What influenced your decision to take part in the SMC pilot? 
· Did you discuss it with anyone? Who? Why?
· Did you seek for any other information before deciding to take part in SMC? Where?
 
SMC experience
· What do you think about the SMC programme you have participated in? 
· What did you expect before you agreed to SMC?
·  How did your experience compare to what you expected? 
· Did you experience any issues with the SMC programme? 
· How did you resolve the issues? 
· What did you like about SMC? 
· What did you dislike? 
· What was it like to have the BHW visit you? (Probe on how did it make you feel? Any comments on you giving medicine while the BHW is watching (DOT)?
· What was it like to administer the 2nd and 3rd dose to your child(ren) by yourself? 
· Probe: challenges (Like Skin rashes, body itching, body swelling etc, bad taste of pills, struggling to swallow dispersed pills, children not willing to take pills, forgetting to give the pills? missed doses? why?
· Why did you want your child to take SMC (or why did you refuse)?
· Views about SMC – what is it like for your child to take the drugs? What are the effects? How do you know if SMC is working?  
· How is your relationship with the BHW? 
· Probe: communication, positives, negatives, community perceptions
 
SMC improvements and recommendation
 What changes/proposed actions that could make improvement in the distribution of SMC medicines?
· What support would you have liked? 
· What information do you think would be helpful?  
· If people were to be offered SMC in the future, what would you advise them? How do you think that the malaria situation can be improved in Aweil South/South Sudan?
 
· Probe: What is needed?
Closure
· Would you like to add anything that has not been discussed 
· Do you have any questions?

(i) Key Informant Interview topic guide key stakeholders (CHD, Community leaders, gender experts
This topic guide is for the qualitative evaluation phase of the ‘Effectiveness, Feasibility and Acceptability of SMC in Aweil South County in Northern ghazal, South Sudan’ study to systematically capture the process of how the SMC model that has been implemented in West African countries is adapted to the South Sudanese context i.e.; perspectives of respondents on implementation of the SMC intervention (including barriers and facilitating factors)
Instructions for the facilitator:
· Follow the informed consent procedures
· If consent is given, audio record the interview
· The topic guide is to be used in a flexible manner
· The aim is to collect semi-structured information from the respondent
· Use a flexible approach: use probes where needed
· It is not necessary to ask all these questions in the order listed, follow the responses/flow of the conversation
· Listen actively
0. Opening
· Hello, my name is…
· Identify if the participant has any questions or concerns
· Remind that the information will be considered confidential and how the information generated during the interview will be treated
· Inform the participant that notes will be taken during the interview and that the interview will be recorded
· Remind the participant, that he/she can interrupt and end the interview at any point or ask for a break
· Ask for permission to start recording
 
Could you start by telling me your experience working as a XX……………………?
 
Views about malaria
· Is malaria a problem in South Sudan? Why? For who? Where and when?
· What are some of the challenges for malaria in South Sudan?
· What are your views about the different prevention options that have been used to prevent malaria? 
· Probe Insecticide treated nets (ITN), intermittent preventive treatment during pregnancy (IPTp)/intermittent preventive treatment during infancy (IPTi) probe Seasonal Malaria Chemoprophylaxis (SMC)?
 
Views about SMC
· What are your thoughts about SMC? 
· Probe prior awareness of SMC, training and information received
· What do you think are the positives and negatives of the approach?
· Is SMC appropriate for use in South Sudan? Why/why not?
· What may be some of the issues with scaling up or rolling out SMC? 
· What are your views about the drug supply of SMC? 
· Probe potential for stock outs? What is needed/how can this be solved? 
· What are your views about SMC and the risk of SP resistance? 
· Do you think SMC can be effective here? Why?
· What are your views about SMC being offered to children aged 3-59 months? 
· Should it be offered to other population groups?
 
SMC implementation experience
· Who in the family makes decision for taking part in the SMC program? Do you normally get information regarding any agreement or disagreement with the partner about taking part in SMC program? What is the normal practice in decision-making for any intervention for any household in this community?
· Could you tell me about your experience implementing SMC?
· What were your thoughts about it at the beginning? 
· What are your thoughts about it now?
· What concerns did you have?
· What benefits did/do you think it could bring to the community?
· How do communities respond to the introduction of SMC?
· What is needed for the future? What can help? 
Recommendations
Anything else to add
Any questions

