Additional file 1
Search strings
The following presents the full search strategy for each of the four bibliographic databases. The strategy combines three concept blocks with the Boolean AND operator, and synonyms within each block with OR. Each strategy is given in the native syntax of its platform.
PubMed/MEDLINE
	No
	Search strategy
	Description

	#1
	("malaria"[tiab] OR "plasmodium"[tiab] OR "Malaria"[MeSH Terms])
	Malaria and plasmodium

	#2
	("mass drug administration"[tiab] OR "MDA"[tiab] OR "mass screening and treatment"[tiab] OR "MSaT"[tiab] OR "intermittent mass screening and treatment"[tiab] OR "iMSaT"[tiab] OR "reactive focal mass drug administration"[tiab] OR "rfMDA"[tiab] OR "focal mass drug administration"[tiab] OR "fMDA"[tiab] OR "targeted malaria elimination"[tiab] OR "TME"[tiab] OR "mass anti-malarial administration"[tiab])
	Mass drug administration and its variants

	#3
	("acceptability"[tiab] OR "perception*"[tiab] OR "attitude*"[tiab] OR "barrier*"[tiab] OR "facilitator*"[tiab] OR "knowledge"[tiab] OR "community engagement"[tiab] OR "qualitative"[tiab] OR "ethnograph*"[tiab] OR "focus group*"[tiab] OR "interview*"[tiab] OR "mixed method*"[tiab] OR "in-depth interview*"[tiab] OR "key informant*"[tiab])
	Community engagement and qualitative design

	#4
	#1 AND #2 AND #3
	Combined search



Scopus
	No
	Search strategy
	Description

	#1
	TITLE-ABS-KEY("malaria" OR "plasmodium")
	Malaria and plasmodium

	#2
	TITLE-ABS-KEY("mass drug administration" OR "MDA" OR "mass screening and treatment" OR "MSaT" OR "intermittent mass screening and treatment" OR "iMSaT" OR "reactive focal mass drug administration" OR "rfMDA" OR "focal mass drug administration" OR "fMDA" OR "targeted malaria elimination" OR "TME" OR "mass anti-malarial administration")
	Mass drug administration and its variants

	#3
	TITLE-ABS-KEY("acceptability" OR "perception*" OR "attitude*" OR "barrier*" OR "facilitator*" OR "knowledge" OR "community engagement" OR "qualitative" OR "ethnograph*" OR "focus group*" OR "interview*" OR "mixed method*" OR "in-depth interview*" OR "key informant*")
	Community engagement and qualitative design

	#4
	#1 AND #2 AND #3
	Combined search



Web of Science Core Collection
	No
	Search strategy
	Description

	#1
	TS=("malaria" OR "plasmodium")
	Malaria and plasmodium

	#2
	TS=("mass drug administration" OR "MDA" OR "mass screening and treatment" OR "MSaT" OR "intermittent mass screening and treatment" OR "iMSaT" OR "reactive focal mass drug administration" OR "rfMDA" OR "focal mass drug administration" OR "fMDA" OR "targeted malaria elimination" OR "TME" OR "mass anti-malarial administration")
	Mass drug administration and its variants

	#3
	TS=("acceptability" OR "perception*" OR "attitude*" OR "barrier*" OR "facilitator*" OR "knowledge" OR "community engagement" OR "qualitative" OR "ethnograph*" OR "focus group*" OR "interview*" OR "mixed method*" OR "in-depth interview*" OR "key informant*")
	Community engagement and qualitative design

	#4
	#1 AND #2 AND #3
	Combined search



CINAHL
	No
	Search strategy
	Description

	#1
	("malaria" OR "plasmodium")
	Malaria and plasmodium

	#2
	("mass drug administration" OR "MDA" OR "mass screening and treatment" OR "MSaT" OR "intermittent mass screening and treatment" OR "iMSaT" OR "reactive focal mass drug administration" OR "rfMDA" OR "focal mass drug administration" OR "fMDA" OR "targeted malaria elimination" OR "TME" OR "mass anti-malarial administration")
	Mass drug administration and its variants

	#3
	("acceptability" OR "perception*" OR "attitude*" OR "barrier*" OR "facilitator*" OR "knowledge" OR "community engagement" OR "qualitative" OR "ethnograph*" OR "focus group*" OR "interview*" OR "mixed method*" OR "in-depth interview*" OR "key informant*")
	Community engagement and qualitative design

	#4
	#1 AND #2 AND #3
	Combined search



