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Thank you for agreeing to participate in our interview today. 

Please note that this conversation will be audio- and video-recorded.

WARM-UP QUESTIONS (essential for “lay” participants – play by ear for others)

The purpose here is to initiate the conversation by understanding how much they really know about the medical research world to begin with/do they stay informed about medical research and do they actively engage with it.

How do you come across or engage with medical research in your daily life? 

Can you tell us about any particular topics in medicine or health that you find particularly interesting or important to keep up with?

1. PERCEPTION OF MEDICAL RESEARCH

Please tell us what you think about the current state of medical research.
Please tell us what you think about how the public or patients are involved in medical research.
Probes/prompts:
· What do you think about the topics that are being studied by medical researchers about different diseases? How do they fit into your priorities?
· What about the impact of medical research? On patients, on health systems, on society?
· Are you satisfied with the current state of research? What do you think is working well? What do you think is missing?
· What are your thoughts about equity in medical research, particularly from a global standpoint? Equity particularly in terms of the diseases we study or the people who conduct these studies?
· If there is inequity in medical research, what are some underlying factors?
· What are your thoughts about how medical research knowledge or findings are shared with the public

2. UNDERSTANDING OF FUNDING LANDSCAPE (FOR NON-RESEARCHER PARTICIPANTS)

Please tell us what you understand about how medical research is funded.
[If they talk about pharma funding] What about non-commercial sources of funding? i.e. Public sources of funding, that your tax dollars go towards?

[Depending on state of participant’s knowledge, interviewer may present basic information about Tri-Council or disease Foundation funding processes, expert-driven peer review, and success rates of applicants]

3. PERCEPTION OF FUNDING PROCESSES

Do you think the way that research funding operates influences medical research? How?
Do you think the way that research funding operates influences the relationship between medical researchers and funding donors (or taxpayers)?
Probes/prompts:
· How might funding processes affect the topics that are chosen for research? What are your thoughts about the equity or inequity of these processes – especially from a global perspective?
· How might funding processes affect the quality of medical research?
· What do you think about the current involvement of patients in shaping medical research? i.e. not as participants but in terms of selecting the types of research that are designed or get funded?
· How might this affect whom medical researchers feel “beholden to” in terms of the topics of their research and sharing the knowledge generated?
 
What do you like about the current approach? What don’t you like?

4. THOUGHTS ABOUT ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES

Can you think of any alternative ways for critiquing or reviewing medical research?
Are there alternative models of funding medical research that come to your mind? (for non-specialists: How might we go about research and research funding differently?)
Probes/prompts:
· Should the selection of appropriate research questions/studies be limited to expert researchers? What should the role of patients be in this process? Of donors? Of taxpayers?
· Is there a role for the “wisdom of the crowd” to inform the selection of research topics or the design of medical research projects? 
· Are you familiar with online crowdfunding initiatives? E.g. Kickstarter. Could such funding models be of use in medical research? What are the advantages or disadvantages of such models in your mind? (For researchers? For patients? For the public? For donors?)
· Would you ever see yourself contributing funds to medical research, yourself? What factors would you personally take into account when considering whether or not to support a given project?

5. INTERVIEW WRAP-UP

Is there anything else you would like to add about this topic?

Thank you for participating in today’s interview. 



