Exemplar Quote Table: Addressing Inequities in Medical Research

	Domain
	 Definition
	Exemplar Quote

	Research participation/ engagement 
	Recruiting participants from diverse racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic backgrounds, and keeping diverse audiences engaged with current research efforts and outcomes.
	“I do think that having the general public more aware of what type of research has been done in any specialty area is important. I think the general public share rights to that information, should they want [it].” - Researcher 102
 
“I think knowing that research is addressing the priorities of the community or patients I think is important. But at the same time, I don't think that lay people who are not trained as scientific researchers necessarily understand approaches to those things, and what is the best way to do that. A clear example is a lot of times I have patient groups and community groups upset that I'm conducting a randomized trial, because that means that half the people don't get the intervention. But they don't really understand that without that level of evidence, there's no possibility of that program or policy ever becoming adopted by the government, because we don't have the level of evidence needed.” - Researcher 105
 
“If you look at our website [Heart & Stroke Foundation], we tell the story from the researcher’s perspective of what drives them and what motivates them and what they're trying to solve, and what their area of inquiry is. And we tried to tell the story from the perspective of a patient who has that disease or condition, and the improved care and treatments or outcomes that they've had as a result of research, so that we're explaining to the public.” - Funder 202
 
“It has to do with meaningful engagement of people, as partners in research, to decide what to study and how to be involved and how to be involved through the whole process. That is a huge change. And I think it's progressing quite well. And there's been some really good work for osteoarthritis with patient involvement and research directly. My colleague and I was with [principal investigator] and their research teams, it is happening more. The biggest thing in that though, I find, is that researchers will have had a couple of these experiences in doing the research with other patients and the teams will decide what they're going to study first and get it all lined up. And then, they'll go and come and talk to patients about what's the plan to do. And I really do think that researchers need to involve patients more right at the beginning in with respect to what's important. So, it is improving. I never would have thought it ever would have happened.” - Patient 307
 
“It would be ideal just to different type of medical professionals that take the time to research the scope of what people want researched, and to make those kinds of decisions based off of the general public.” - Member of the public 402
 
“It's getting increasingly challenging for proper enrollment into clinical trials. And so oftentimes, that leads to you know, very skewed patient backgrounds from, different cultural groups, different ethnicities, things like that, ensuring that our medicines are being tested in the right patient population, I think is something that we're still striving towards, and, you know, something that can definitely be improved upon.” - Funder 207
 

	Research Funding 
	Funding opportunities across research institutions and alternative approaches of funding. 
	“It's probably easier to get funding if you're part of the bigger groups who know what's going on in the field. It's far more difficult if you like from a small center with an out-of-the-box idea to get funding. So yeah, in that way I think sure there's some inequity there.” - Researcher 109
 
“My tendency will be to give [funds] to somebody who has proved already that they can do research, so that the money will be well used, and then I have a higher chance of that money being turned into a productive outcome. And some finding that might make a difference. So, I see very clearly where that bias comes from and you want to put your money where there's a greater chance of success, versus putting it where there may be a higher risk or a higher random chance of failure. Success just breeds success, just how it works.” - Researcher 106
 
“I think there are also some systemic barriers related to gender and a career in research that there are big disparities still and biases built into research, where it's harder for women, for people of color and others to succeed as a researcher.” - Funder 202
 
“I think you know those people who really are investing their time and life on medical research, that is something that we need to respect and then we need to make sure there's enough resources there for them.” - Member of the public 404

“[Funding] outcomes are prioritized over others in one sort of lens. I think the other [issue] is the institutions that get this funding in the first place. I feel like there's like a broad centralization of expertise presenting bias.” - Funder 205

 

	Research Topic Prioritization
	Hierarchy of research topics where certain topics are given more attention and importance in terms of studies and funding access versus other research topics. 
	“Currently if you're [researching] a niche rare disorder, it's more difficult to get funding for that kind of research.” -  Researcher 109
 
“There's very little opportunity for someone to do research, you know, for the sake of pursuing a topic that personally interests them, or that they think is very impactful for patients. But you know, it may not be fundable. There are very limited opportunities.” - Funder 207
 
“I think some issues that are actually very important but aren't well known, probably aren't being delved into.” - Patient 301
 
“I think it’s important which kind of diseases you are working, whether it’s rare or common disease. I think more grants are devoted to common diseases compared to rare diseases. I think it’s rational. So yes, there will be more research in common diseases, because you’ll definitely have more funds, because organizations prefer research for diseases that are more prevalent, compared to rare disease.” - Member of the public 408
 

	International Collaborations
	Collaborating with more researchers and institutions across the world to promote more global representation of medical research and funding inclusive of Low-and-middle income countries.
	“I know that in China there's a crazy, big parallel scientific community that lives parallel next to ours. They have their own conferences where all the talks are in Chinese, etc. They present a lot of case supports, a lot of cases that they did, so there is a huge scientific community with their own papers and everything. On WeChat, they discuss all that, all the research and everything… and that is something that for us like that's a huge community, they're like 1.5 billion people only in China, and probably in India there probably is also sort of a parallel research community.” – Researcher 109
 
“The amount of funding that developing nations have for medical research is very small, and so there's a [need for] creating equity in research funding worldwide and there’s a need for those with resources and also with expertise in the developed world to reach out and provide support for the incipient leaders and research structures and other parts of the world. And because that will pay off and […] then become productive for decades to come.” - Researcher 101
 
“I think if others have already researched certain things in other parts of the world, whether it be China, Australia, whatever, if we can glean that information and use it, then further efforts or research means we don't have to go down the same path twice. Right? You know, it means we can use somebody's information and move forward in a new direction.” - Patient 306
 
“I think we have; we've got global governance. Through World Health Organization in the UN, there are places where these priorities can be identified, and the need for research can be highlighted. And, you know, calling out to governments and other bodies to help fund the research, like there is a forum for some of those conversations to happen.” - Member of the public 409




