Annex 1: Data Collection Instruments
Annex 1.1. IDI protocol 

Informed Assent Form for the Study Participants

Hello, my name is _________. Thank you very much for being here today. 

I am here to learn from you and other children in your situation about your susceptibility to scabies, your experiences in relation to the disease, and what you commonly do when you face the situation or what you believe should be done when someone is infected with scabies.
I will be asking you a few questions to help me understand about your perceptions and experiences of scabies.  The interview session lasts for a period of 30-35 minutes. During the discussion, I will be taking notes and record our voices. The audio recordings from these sessions will only be accessible to members of the research team and will be deleted when the study is over. 
There are no known risks to you or other children in your situation because of your participation in this study. This study is not going to judge you or any individual child as a result of your belief or experience in relation to the topic of our discussion. We will never include your or your family’s names and other self-identifying information in any reports. The information you provide will not be shared or used outside of this study. 

I want you to know these important points before we start: 
· You get to decide if you want to take part.
· You can say ‘No’ or you can say ‘Yes’.
· No one will be upset if you say ‘No’ and nothing bad will happen to you for saying No
· I would still take good care of you no matter what you decide.
· Except me, nobody knows what you answered for any of the questions I will be raising. 
· If you would like to take a break at any or want to stop at any time, please let me know. 

Do you have any questions about the study or about what I have read to you?
Yes, child provided his/her assent to participate in the study.


No, child did not provide his/her assent to participate in the study.



Date: 	










	

Section 1: Introductory/general questions as a mechanism of establishing a rapport 

· How did you join the street life?[ probe : if the child currently spend night with the family]
· How long have you been living on the streets?
· How is life on the street? And what is your impression about the living situation on the street?
· What are your daily worries and concerns?
· What are the common health threats you encounter while living on the street? [probe: skin diseases affecting street children ]
Section 2: Questions to Address the Specific Research Objectives
2.1. Questions to identify street children’s susceptibility and exposure to scabies 
· Have you ever heard about scabies? Or came across someone in your group infected with it?...if yes, would you please tell me something about it…symptoms, severity, etc?
· Have you ever been infected with scabies? ….if so, what is it like to be infected by/living with scabies?
· Would you please tell me a little more about your experiences of infection with scabies?...what is the difference between the times of living with scabies and other days without it?
· How prevalent is scabies among children in your situations (living on the streets)?.. (your experience regarding the frequency and number of street children infected by the disease)
· What is the difference between male and female street children in relation to the incidence and frequency of infection with scabies?
· [bookmark: _Hlk150171222]Are there any specific places/situations/times where you believe the risk of scabies transmission is higher?
· Have you noticed any patterns/trends in scabies outbreaks among street children, such as certain seasons or areas?
· What is the level of prevalence of scabies among children in your situation compared to other health problems? 
· What situations do you think contribute for such differences? [Probe: Are these different for boys and girls of the street?]
· In your opinion, how does scabies affect the overall well-being of street children?
· What are the common names you use to refer to scabies?
· How do other people (peers, friends, or local people) treat street children who have been affected by scabies? [probe: why do you think they treat them that way?] 
· [if ever infected with scabies..] Have you ever been stigmatized by other street children or other actors around the street because of your condition? Have you ever noticed any stigma experienced by other street children infected with scabies?...and why?

[probe: is the (incidence and type) of stigma differently experienced by boys and girls of the street?

2.2. Questions to explore their perceptions about the risk factors associated to scabies.
· How susceptible do you think you are to scabies?
· What is the level of your [and other street children’s] susceptibility to scabies compared to other health problems?....and why?
· Is it different for boys and girls of the street?
· Do you think children in your situation are susceptible to scabies?....if yes, how & why?...if no, why not? What situations/factors do you think would cause scabies?....and how did you know about that?
· Probe: Are there any specific behaviors or practices that street children commonly engage in that increase the risk of contracting scabies?
· Is there any association between scabies and living/working situations on the street?
· Do you think there is a difference between being a street child and not (living with family) as far as susceptibility to scabies is concerned?...and why? [probe: Do you believe that you became more susceptible to scabies because of living on the street? Or do you believe you wouldn’t have been as such susceptible had you been living with your family?...and why?

2.3. Questions  to examine the health seeking behavior and coping mechanisms  of street children
· What do you think can/should be done to prevent scabies? 
· Do you believe scabies can be treateable /curable?[ probe: reasons for the responses]
· Are there things you [and other street children] do to prevent yourself from scabies?...if yes, what do you do?....if not, why?
· […if ever infected by scabies..] what do you do/ have been doing after being infected by scabies?
· Or if you know other children ever infected by scabies [if he/she has never been infected], what do they do/have been doing after contracting the disease?
· What do you think someone infected by scabies should do after contracting the disease?.....when?...are there things s/he should not do?....and why?
· What do you think someone infected by the disease should do to treat the condition?....?.....home remedies/self-care, visiting modern health care facilities, using traditional medicine/visit traditional healer, spiritual healing practices, or doing nothing, etc?.....are there things that you believe should not be done? 
· [if home remedies or traditional medicine….] What are your perceptions and experiences regarding the effectiveness of such treatment options for scabies?
· [if ever infected…] What do you do/have been doing to treat scabies? 
· Do you think male and female street children should do different things/should behave differently to prevent and respond to scabies?
· Do you visit modern health care facilities when infected by scabies?.....if no, why?...if yes, how is this commonly practiced by you and others?
· What challenges do you face while trying to prevent/treat scabies? 
Probe: Are there any challenges that you and your friends face when seeking medical help for scabies?
· Are these challenges differently experienced by boys and girls of the street? 

Section 3: Closing remarks 
· Is there anything else you would like to share with me about scabies or your experiences related to it?
· Do you have any suggestions or recommendations for addressing the issue of scabies among street children?
· I have already finished my questions. Thank you so much for allowing me to spend time with you.
· Would you please tell me a few things about yourself, such as your name, area of origin, etc

Annex 1.2. Key Informant Interview Guide

Targets:- Regional Health Sector Management, Health Service Providers and NGOs working on street children-related Programs

Greetings!   My name is _____________. I am a member of the study team composed of researchers from Addis Ababa University, department of sociology working on research entitled: Scabies among street children in Ethiopia, a critical exploration. First, I wish to welcome you to this interview.  Thank you for sparing your precious time to come and attend this interview session.  In our stay, we are eager to hear your opinion about the experiences of street children with scabies and interventions to address the condition.  The discussion might take one hour.  I will use a discussion guide. If we discuss anything you have not heard before or don’t understand, please feel free to ask for clarification. 

Participation is voluntary and all the information you provide will remain confidential.  I assure you that your identifiers will not appear on any report. If you choose to withdraw, you can stop at any time. Since capturing all your words in writing will be cumbersome, I would like to record the interview so that I won’t miss what you have said. The recordings will be stored in a secured way to prevent any unauthorized access. Is it Ok for you to record this conversation? Let me know if you have any question or need clarification. 
Thank you for your cooperation and sharing your time.  We will go ahead and get started. 

Organization: __________________

Interviewee sex:  ____________

Position:  ______________________

Interviewer: ____________________

Date of Interview: _______________

Start time _______  End time ______


I. General/opening questions

1) Let us make a head start discussing your roles and responsibilities or your position at your organization?

2) How prevalent is the problem of child streetism in your area/town? And what do you think have caused the problem?

3) What are the major health problems of street children in your town? [probe: identify the problems in the order and of priority, magnitude, or burden?]

4) What are your organization’s mandates/ responsibilities to address health related problems of street children in general and scabies in particular?


II. Epidemiological context 

5) What is your impression of Scabies as a public health problem in your town? [Probe: its gravity and trends, the most affected/highly vulnerable segment of the society and the contributing factors for vulnerability]

6) What is your impression about the burden of scabies among street children in your city/town? [Probe: their vulnerability compared to the general population, extent of the problem in magnitude] 

7) What is your opinion about the attitude and awareness of the public about scabies, its causes, symptoms, and treatment options?

8) How do people treat persons affected by scabies in general and street children in particular [probe: the presence of stigma and discrimination against people affected by scabies and particularly the situation against street children]. Is it different for boys and girls?


III. Intervention /response to scabies

9) What are the existing national/regional policy directions and strategies to address the treatment needs of the marginalized populations in general and street children affected by scabies in particular? Probe: strengths and major limitations/gaps of the policy directions and strategies?
	
10) To what extent do street children get access to health facilities for scabies treatment? probe: presence of scabies treatment options for street children, mechanisms used by the institutions to reach out street children for information and treatment of scabies, if not, why?

11) What is your impression about the health seeking behavior of street children towards scabies treatment? probe:  major barriers that influence their health seeing behaviors and resilience mechanisms of the children. 

12) What is your take about the capacity of your institution/facility in implementing your interventions strategies for prevention and treatment of scabies among street children in your town (Probe: expertise, material, financial, human resources, etc.)

13) How are your interventions strategies designed to address the health needs of marginalized populations including street children? [ probe: whether the participation (views and opinion) of these target groups has been considered in the process, how?] 

14) How do you explain the effectiveness of your interventions? Probe: Which approaches worked well, and which did not work well, outcomes achieved and any supporting information for the success, or if not effective, why? 

15) [bookmark: _Hlk81168279]To what extent has your institution made sufficient awareness about scabies prevention and treatment option to the street children? (Probe: the mechanisms used to raise awareness, its outcomes?)

16) How sustainable are your interventions to provide optimal access of health services to street children?  

17) What were the main facilitating factors and barriers that influence implementation of your interventions against scabies on street children?  [Probe: strategies used to overcome barriers/challenges encountered]

18)  What are the institutional collaborations of your organization with other stakeholders to address the problem of scabies among street children (Probe: and areas of cooperation and presence of referral mechanisms).

IV. Closing questions

19) What are the good practices of your interventions that should be replicated to address the problem of scabies among street children? (Probe: Which accounts justify your interventions as best practice?]

20) What are the key lessons to be drawn from your interventions’ successes and failures? [Probe: implications for other related NTDs]

21) In your opinion, what should your organization do differently in the future to improve interventions towards scabies among street children?  Or, given the opportunity, is there anything you would have done differently? How? Why?

22) I have finished my questions. Do you have any additional points to raise?

[bookmark: _Hlk80582816]Thank you so much for sharing your time. Appreciated. 









































