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Database Searching

Title and Abstract 
Screening

Full-Text Eligibility 
Assessment

Potential Studies Included

Studies Included

PubMed (n=124,720)
Scopus (n=82,982)
Web of Science (n=24,608)
Science Direct (n=73,768)

Records Excluded

Not relevant to the scope of this 
review

Duplicate records across databases

Non-English or non–peer-reviewed 
articles

Records removed for other reasons

No complete list of authors

Not relevant to the scope of this 
review
Non-Full text article
Insufficient materials and methods 
Insufficient data / analysis / 
information

ClinicalTrials.gov
Data from the registered clinical trials

Commentaries, Letters

(n=253)

Identification of evidence

Records Included


