Appendix

Table 3. Codes considered for patient inclusion in the Veneto study [41].
	Inclusion criteria
	Code type
	Code

	Asthma
	Exemption code
	007

	Spirometry
	Specialist ambulatory codes
	89.37, 89.38

	ICS
	ATC codes
	R03BA, R03AK

	LABA
	ATC codes
	R03AC12, R03AC13, R03AC14, R03AC18, R03AK06, R03AK07, R03CC12, R03CC13, R03CC90

	Theophylline
	ATC codes
	R03DA04

	High-dose ICS treatment
	ATC codes
	R03DC

	Inpatient admission for exacerbation
	ICD-9
	493

	Corticosteroids
	ATC codes
	H02


ATC: Anatomical Therapeutic Chemical; ICD: International Classification of Diseases; ICS: Inhaled Corticosteroids; LABA: Long-Acting Beta-Agonists.

