Appendix 1: Semi-structured interview guide
	Question
	Probe

	BACKGROUND

	During a typical day, when do you start using opioids?
	· Opioids first or methadone clinic/bup first?
· As soon as you wake up, later in the morning, afternoon?
· How often do you use throughout the day and what does that look like

	What other drugs do you use on a daily/weekly basis?
	· Combination of substances
· Frequency
· Dose

	How long have you used opioids?
	· Which route(s) do you use and has that changed over time

	What is your relationship with opioids right now?
	· Are you comfortable with your current use, or would you ideally like to reduce your use or quit all together?

	What is your current housing situation?
	· What kind of social support do you have?

	MEDICATIONS FOR OPIOID USE DISORDER

	General use of MOUD

	Have you ever used or currently use any form of MOUD (buprenorphine, methadone or naltrexone) whether prescribed or obtained from friends/on the street?

If participant has NEVER tried any MOUD (not including being initiated on buprenorphine while in the hospital), skip to “NEVER USED MOUD”.

If participant has not used any MOUD in a long time or does so very infrequently, ask questions in past tense.
	If a participant has tried more than one, do you have a preference? Which one and why?

Differences in:
· For Bup: Subutex (just bup) vs Suboxone (bup + naloxone) vs Sublocade (monthly injection)
· Managing withdrawal symptoms
· Overall effect on health
· Overall effect on mental well-being
· Feasibility of obtaining medication (including transportation and costs)
· Effect on abstinence from other opioids
· Effect on still being able to use other opioids/get high 

	How do you generally feel about the MOUD you’ve used most frequently?


	· How often do you use it?
· How long have you used it for?
· For what reasons do you use it? (harm reduction, preventing withdrawal, preventing cravings, trying to reduce/stop use, getting high, etc)
· How has your life changed since starting using MOUD?
· Have you reduced your use of opioids because of MOUD?
· Where do you obtain it now?
· How is your quality of life with or without MOUD?
· Positive effects?
· Negative effects?
· Would you recommend this MOUD to someone struggling with OUD, and what would you say to them about it?

	Do you have a preference for a certain treatment structure or dose/delivery method?
	· Have you ever had to settle for MOUD that was not your number one choice? – ie buying street bup or methadone instead of going to the clinic or having a prescription
· For methadone- take homes, clinic hours (open in the afternoon or evening)
· For Bup- Subutex, Suboxone, Sublocade
· Microdosing bup (initiating small doses of buprenorphine while still being able to be on other opioids such as heroin, and gradually (7-10 days) transitioning to buprenorphine only)?

	Have you stopped using MOUD or use it less regularly then before? 
	· Tapering of methadone
· Why did you stop using it or use it less frequently?
· What happened when you stopped? Both physical effects, emotional, life consequences, etc.

	Have you had any problems accessing MOUD when you’ve needed it?
	· Transportation 
· Time
· Insurance/financial
· Can’t find prescriber (for Bup)

	Has using MOUD effected any co-occurring mental health disorders, either positively or negatively?
	· What about physical disorders or symptoms?

	First experiences of MOUD

	How did you first find out about MOUD?
	· Who first told you about it (friend, family, doctor, saw an ad, etc)?
· What did that person say about MOUD
· Did their views on MOUD impact your views or desire to try it?
· Ask about both if needed 

	What was your perspective on MOUD before using it?
	Ask about both if needed

	What was your primary reason for trying MOUD for the first time? Why then?
	Ask about both if needed

	Where/how did you obtain your first MOUD?
	Ask about both if needed

	Social/structural impact on MOUD 

	Did you try any other treatments such as support groups, counseling, and rehab facilities for opioid abuse before or after trying MOUD?
	· Are you in any other treatments now? Why/why not?

	Do you know anyone who’s also been on/is currently using MOUD?
How do you think they feel about MOUD?
	· Partner (do they use with you, go to the methadone clinic with you)
· Friends – including friends at methadone clinic, ask about support network there

	Have you faced stigma from family, friends, doctors, support groups or rehab facilities for using MOUD?
	· Ask about both if needed

	Have you ever been in prison or jail?
	· Did they offer SUD treatment or anything to help with withdrawal, including counseling or MOUD?
· If they didn’t—what happened and how did you feel?

	Have you ever ended up in the emergency room or hospital as a result of your drug use (overdose, abscesses, etc)?
	· Were you initiated on buprenorphine while in the hospital? 
· Did any of the providers speak with you about your substance use? 
· Who and what did they say? 
· Did anyone (nurse, doctor, social worker) refer you to any kind of treatment?
· Did anyone talk to you specifically about MOUD or give you a prescription for MOUD?
· Did you feel stigmatized or discriminated against by the healthcare workers or social workers in any way? 
· Did you trust your provider and have good communication with them?
· Is there anything you wish the healthcare staff could have done differently?
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	FOR BUP USERS ONLY
	

	Have you ever attempted to receive a legal prescription for any type of buprenorphine?
	If no, why not?

If yes:
· Did you know ahead of time what formulation you wanted (Subutex, Suboxone, Sublocade)? Why that one?
· What made you want to receive a prescription?
· How difficult was it to find a bup provider?
· What barriers did you face in finding a bup provider?
· Describe the process of finding a provider who prescribed you bup?
· Were there problems with insurance, finding providers, pharmacy?
· Overall was is a positive or negative experience?
· What do you think could be done better for someone who wants to get on bup but doesn’t know where to start?

	If you’ve tried buprenorphine on the street, has that influenced your desire to obtain a prescription for it?
	

	NEVER USED MOUD

	What is your perspective on MOUD? 

Ask participant to discuss differences in buprenorphine and methadone throughout.
	· Are there differences between how you view buprenorphine, methadone, and naltrexone?
· Has your view on MOUD always been this, or has it changed over the years?
· Why did it change?

	What are the primary reasons for you never having tried MOUD?
	· Have you ever thought to use it just to manage withdrawal symptoms?
· Have you ever wanted to try MOUD but were unable to?
· If mentioning that using Suboxone makes you have withdrawal and/or not able to get high with other opioids, ask how they would feel about using Subutex (if it was free)

	Can you recall when you first learned about MOUD? Who was the first person who spoke with you about it (family, friend, healthcare worker, etc).
	· Who first told you about it (friend, family, doctor, saw an ad, etc)?
· What did that person say about MOUD?
· Did their views on MOUD impact your views or desire to try it?

	Do you feel overall knowledgeable about MOUD, why people use it, and its effects?
	

	Have you heard any ‘myths’ about MOUD? 
	· What are they and how truthful do you think they are?

	Do you feel that there’s stigma around using MOUD?
	· Do you think you would feel stigmatized if you used MOUD regularly?

	Have you tried any other treatments such as support groups and rehab facilities for opioid abuse?
	· How did those go?


	Have you ever ended up in the emergency room or hospital as a result of your drug use (overdose, abscesses, etc)?
	· Were you initiated on buprenorphine while in the hospital? 
· Did any of the providers speak with you about your substance use? 
· Who and what did they say? 
· Did anyone (nurse, doctor, social worker) refer you to any kind of treatment?
· Did anyone talk to you specifically about MOUD or give you a prescription for MOUD?
· Did you feel stigmatized or discriminated against by the healthcare workers or social workers in any way? 
· Did you trust your provider and have good communication with them?
· Is there anything you wish the healthcare staff could have done differently?
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	Have you heard about microdosing buprenorphine? That is, initiating small doses of buprenorphine while still being able to be on other opioids such as heroin, without experiencing precipitated withdrawal, and gradually (7-10 days) transitioning to buprenorphine only?
	· Do you think this would work for you, is it something you’d be interested in trying?

	Would you recommend MOUD to someone who is also struggling with opioid use?
	· Is there a difference for someone who wants to quit altogether vs reduce their use vs just use for harm reduction and prevention of withdrawal symptoms?

	WITHDRAWAL (EVERYONE)

	General withdrawal questions

	How often do you experience withdrawal due to opioids?
	· In a day? In a week? Month?

	What types of symptoms do you experience?

	· How painful are those symptoms?
· Nausea? Trouble sleeping

	How are your day-to-day activities affected by withdrawal symptoms?
	

	What time of the day do you normally experience withdrawal symptoms?
	· Morning, afternoon, nighttime, middle of the night?
· Has it always been this way?
· How does that time of day fit in with when you’re using other substances?

	How long after using substance(s) does it take for you to typically experience withdrawal symptoms?
	· How long does it usually take for you to start experiencing withdrawal?
· When do they peak?
· How long does it last?

	Have you noticed any factors to have an impact on your withdrawal symptoms? How could you tell?
	· Sleep, eating a good meal, etc

	If you wanted to quit the drug, was your ability to quit the drug limited by your withdrawals? Walk me through your thought process.
	

	Coping with withdrawal 

	If you can rate the importance of tending to withdrawal symptoms in the aspect of your daily life activities on a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being not at all important, and 10 being extremely important, how would you rate them?
	· Think about all the important things you need to do in a day….What are some of those things?
· Now think about managing your withdrawal in context to those other things… What’s more important?
· So you said a X … why not lower or higher? What would make it a higher number?

	How do you cope with withdrawal symptoms?


	· Using other substances
· Hospital treatment
· Trying to find other substances
· What helps/makes the symptoms worse?

	If you don’t get “dope sick” or experience withdrawal, how do you avoid that from happening? 
	· What do you do to make sure you don’t get sick?


	Describe your process for managing withdrawal symptoms?
	

	What would be the worst possible scenario for you to withdraw?
	

	How severe do your symptoms get until you need to use again?
	

	Do you feel like you need to use a larger amount of a substance(s) or more than you normally use to relieve yourself from feeling withdrawal symptoms?
	· Do you experience more reward or relief when you use a substance after being in a period of withdrawal?

	Changes in withdrawal symptoms over time

	Do you feel your symptoms have gotten better or worse over time?
	How can you tell?

	Do you feel the severity and painfulness of your withdrawal symptoms changes according to the amount/frequency of substance(s) you take?
	

	What other factors impact your experiences of withdrawal?
	· Environment
· Social network
· Housing status
· Income

	In what circumstances have you noticed to have the worst withdrawal symptoms?
	



Is there anything else you would like me to know about your views regarding MOUD or withdrawal that we haven’t covered?

