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authorship? Please refer to the (journal) policy pages for more information about authorship. Please explain why omitted authors were not originally included and/or why authors were 

removed on the submitted manuscript.   
  

  
 Upon reflection and in accordance with ICMJE authorship criteria, two authors from the original submission were removed as their contributions did not meet the threshold for authorship.  

All current authors have reviewed and approved the final version and the authorship changes. 
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publication and will be searchable in various abstract 
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Affiliated institute  E-mail address   

1st author   
Wajahat (CA) Mirza 

Shifa College of Medicine, Shifa Tameer-e-

Millat University, Islamabad, Pakistan 
wajahatmirza.clinicalresearch@gmail.com 

2nd author  

Zahid Amin Khan 

Department of Interventional Radiology, 

Shifa International Hospital, Islamabad, 

Pakistan 

 

zahidaminkhan@gmail.com 
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New acknowledgements: We gratefully acknowledge the authors of the original RCTs, whose datasets enabled this meta-analysis. 

 

 

  

  
New Disclosures (financial and non-financial interests, funding):   
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New Author Contributions statement (if applicable per the journal policy):    

  

WM conceived the study and served as the guarantor. WM designed the protocol and search strategy, curated the dataset, and performed statistical analysis. WM conducted 

study screening, data extraction, and risk-of-bias assessment. ZAK provided methodological oversight, resolved reviewer/analysis discrepancies, and contributed to the 

interpretation of the findings. ABHB provided senior supervision and clinical guidance, critically reviewed the manuscript, and refined the Discussion and Conclusions. WM 

drafted the initial manuscript. ZAK and ABHB provided critical revisions for important intellectual content. All authors approved the final version and agreed to be 

accountable for all aspects of the work. 
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1st author   
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in section 4. 
   1/3/2026 

2nd author  

Sundus Dadan 
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  1/3/2026 

3rd author  

Zahid Amin Khan 
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