In France, the medical education of general practice is composed of courses at the university and practice-based training.
Historically, all medical students were trained in hospitals. But the mismatch between teaching and hospitals-based clinical situations encountered (tertiary care) led to the creation of a specific teaching and training courses in general practice, independently from hospitals. Specialty training in general practice were introduced in 1997 and are carried out in private practices, health centers or multiprofessionnal practices. Medical students in speciality training programmes of general practice are referred as general practice residents (1). While this specialty training introduces residents to general practice, they also train residents for their future profession. The training is carried out by general practitioners who were specifically trained to supervise students. Depending on the seniority and autonomy of the residents, training supervisors can directly involve residents in consultations with them or let residents do their consultations alone and supervise them afterwards. In France, the general practice residency lasts 3 years and corresponds to the third cycle of medical studies, from the7th to the 9th year of studies. It is composed of two mandatory 6-month training periods in general practice. The rest of the residency, composed of four other 6-month training periods, takes place in hospital settings (with a mixture of specialties, such as obstetrics and gynaecology, paediatrics, geriatrics or internal medicine, adult emergency medicine).
Any general practitioner (GP) practicing in France can become a training supervisor (TS). Before this, GPs must follow a specific training course, which is validated and carried out by academic teachers. Further training courses are offered to supervisors all along their career. TS are paid by government grants. They are affiliated with a medical school but not with a hospital. The number of training supervisors has been gradually increasing since the beginning of their national census in 2011 (2), which suggests the attractiveness of the practice. Among French general practitioners, the practice of training supervision is associated with a lower risk of burnout (3).
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