Interview Guide
Title of the Study:

Exploring the Challenges of Implementing Health Technology Assessment (HTA) in Iran: A Qualitative Study Based on the Health System Control Knobs Framework

Dear Participant,
Thank you for your willingness to participate in this interview. We are conducting a study aimed at understanding the key challenges and barriers to the implementation and development of Health Technology Assessment (HTA) in Iran. The study uses the "Five Control Knobs" framework—financing, payment, organization, regulation, and behavior—to structure our analysis.
Your insights as an expert or stakeholder involved in Iran’s health system are extremely valuable. Please note that:
· Your responses will be kept strictly confidential and anonymous.
· Participation is voluntary, and you may withdraw at any point.
· The interview will take approximately 90 minutes.
We appreciate your contribution to improving evidence-based health policymaking in Iran.
Interview Questions
1. Financing
How is HTA currently funded in Iran? What are the major financial barriers to sustaining and expanding HTA initiatives?
2. Payment
To what extent are HTA results used to inform reimbursement or payment mechanisms in Iran's healthcare system?
3. Organization
What organizational challenges hinder the development and coordination of HTA at national or local levels?
4. Institutional Roles
How do different actors (e.g., Ministry of Health, insurance organizations, universities, private sector) contribute to or complicate HTA implementation?
5. Regulation
Are there clear legal or policy frameworks guiding the use of HTA in decision-making? What gaps or weaknesses do you see?
6. Lobbying and Transparency
Have you observed any non-transparent decision-making or lobbying that affects the uptake of HTA findings?
7. Capacity and Behavior
How familiar are healthcare decision-makers with HTA methods and their value? What training or support is lacking?
8. Cultural or Attitudinal Barriers
Are there cultural, professional, or institutional attitudes that resist or undermine HTA’s role in health policy?
9. Recommendations
In your opinion, what reforms or actions would most effectively strengthen HTA in Iran’s health system?
Closing Note:
Thank you once again for your time and thoughtful responses. Your input will play a key role in shaping actionable recommendations for improving the integration of HTA into Iran’s healthcare system. If you would like to receive a summary of the results or have any follow-up questions, feel free to contact Dr, Masoud Behzadifar at Email: masoudbehzadifar@gmail.com. 

