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The figure shows the decision tree for the Markov model used in the analysis. It starts at a square decision node, symbolizing the choice between "Surgical prophylaxis" and "No prophylaxis." From this decision, branches extend to two Markov
nodes, depicted as circles with an "M" inside, each representing a particular scenario based on the initial treatment strategy. Each line emerging from the Markov nodes signifies a distinct health state the patient might transition to within that
cycle. These health states are interconnected by plain circle chance nodes, which depict the age-dependent transition probabilities between states. These probabilities, influenced by the initial treatment decision, determine the likelihood of an
individual transitioning from one health state to another within a given cycle. Each branch stemming from these transitions culminates in a triangular terminal node, labelled with the health state the patient will transition into during the next cycle.




 
   
     
       
         
         
         
           
             
             
             
               
            
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
               
            
          
        
         
           
             
               
               
            
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
               
            
             
             
             
          
        
         
           
             
             
               
            
             
          
        
         
           
             
             
               
               
            
             
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
               
               
            
             
          
        
         
           
             
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
               
            
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
               
               
            
             
          
        
         
           
             
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
               
            
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
               
            
             
             
             
          
        
         
           
             
             
               
            
             
          
        
         
           
             
             
               
               
            
             
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
               
               
            
             
          
        
         
           
             
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
               
            
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
               
               
            
             
          
        
         
           
             
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
             
               
            
             
          
        
         
           
             
             
             
               
               
            
             
          
        
         
           
             
             
             
               
            
             
          
        
      
    
  


