Requested information for: Implementing Emerging Methods to Improve Evaluations of Playground and Park Renovations: A Comparative Case Study on Park Use in Low-Income, Predominantly Black Communities
1. How the sample was recruited
As described in the manuscript:
For case study 1, the intervention park was selected as part of the National Recreation and Parks Association Parks (NRPA) Build Community initiative, which is private-public partnership to revitalize parks in cities across the US.(31) To be included in the initiative, the city identified parks that needed to be renovated in low resourced neighborhoods, and NRPA selected a park if they had a community champion to help with the process. The rationale for the renovation of the park in case study 2 was the City of Rocky Mount’s decision as described in the 2015 Parks and Recreation Master Plan.(32)

Both studies included one intervention park that was matched to a control park. In case study 1 the matching criteria for the control park were based on absence of a renovation during the study period, park size, park amenities, neighborhood demographics, geographic proximity, and feasibility. In case study 2 the control park was selected based on absence of renovation during the study period, neighborhood-level data on age, median household income, % Black, % High school graduate degree or higher (Table 2). 
	Table 2. Park, playground, and neighborhood characteristics at baseline across the two case studies.

	
	Case Study 1: Baltimore, MD
	Case Study 2: Rocky Mount, NC

	
	Intervention
	Control
	Intervention
	Control

	Park and playground characteristics 

	Estimated park size (sq. ft.)
	86,600 
	158,500
	328,200
	126,400

	Estimated playground size (sq. ft.)
	13,700
	20,200
	16,800
	39,000

	Census-tract level sociodemographic characteristics1

	Median Age (years)
	40.6
	28.1
	33.8
	32.1

	Population (per km2)
	4,269.8
	5,851.9
	504.4
	413.6

	Median household income ($)
	34,236
	26,792
	39,140
	41,780

	% Black
	49
	98
	83
	92

	% Hispanic
	11
	1
	0.4
	0

	% High school degree or higher
	57
	78
	84
	85

	% Households with car ownership
	40
	48
	80
	93

	1We used 2014-2018 American Community Survey (ACS) data for each census tract the parks in Baltimore, MD we located in, and 2019-2023 ACS data for Rocky Mount parks. 



2. How representative the sample was of the target group
The methods (SOPARC) we used in our study did not allow us to determine individual-level demographic data, other than estimates of the number of females and males, and if they were adults or children/youth. However, census tract-level data of the neighborhood in which park was located indicates that our sample was predominately Black, which aligns with City-level demographics (see Table 1 in manuscript).
3. How the analysed sample differed from the recruited sample
Not applicable to the study methods.
4. How any missing data were handled should be made available to editors/reviewers
Not applicable to the study methods, there was no missing data. 
