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	Outcome
	Exposure
	Adjusted Estimate (95% CI)
	P-value

	All-cause mortality
	High AL vs Low AL
	HR = 1.10 (0.79–1.52)
	0.572

	Serum LDH (U/L)
	High AL vs Low AL
	β = −16.35 (−46.33–13.63)
	0.286


Notes: Analyses were restricted to participants with FIB-4 > 2.67, representing a high-risk subgroup for advanced fibrosis/cirrhosis. Models were adjusted for age, sex, race/ethnicity, poverty-income ratio, smoking status, alcohol consumption, and education level. Components of the AL score were not included in the covariate set to avoid over-adjustment bias. This subgroup analysis was exploratory and was conducted in response to reviewer feedback.

