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Dear Editor,

Please find attached our article entitled "An updated overview of Juvenile Systemic Sclerosis in a French cohort", which we would like to submit as an original article to the Pediatric Rheumatology journal.

In this article, we report the key demographic, clinical, and biological features of a multicenter French cohort of 18 patients who developed systemic sclerosis (SSc) at a pediatric age (before 16 years old) over the past 10 years. This work was made possible through a national observational call via the SOFREMIP (French society for the study of pediatric inflammatory diseases) organization. While the clinical and biological characteristics closely align with other cohorts described in the literature, we present an original finding of a positive association between an older age at diagnosis (>10 years) and a diffuse pattern of the disease.

Furthermore, our observation facilitates a discussion on:

· The classification criteria for juvenile SSc (jSSc), confirming the better performance in children of the ACR-EULAR criteria published in adults in 2013.

· The absence of scleroderma renal crisis in children despite frequent use of medium/high-dose corticosteroids (which are generally contraindicated in adults).

· The update of current therapeutic strategies, particularly the increasing use of biological therapies, which are expected to become more prevalent in jSSc in the coming years.

Thus, in addition to providing an overview of the epidemiology and the clinical and biological characteristics of French jSSc patients, this work will be of interest to the readers of the Pediatric Rheumatology journal due to key messages highlighting the pediatric-specific aspects of the disease.

This manuscript has been approved by all authors in its final version and has not been previously published. The authors declare no conflicts of interest regarding the subject discussed in this observation.

Please accept, dear Editor, our collegial regards.
Sincerely,
Lea JACQUEL, MD (corresponding)

Department of Internal Medicine and Clinical Immunology

University Hospital of Strasbourg

lea.jacquel@chru-strasbourg.fr
Rouba BECHARA, MD

Department of Pediatrics

University Hospital of Strasbourg
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