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November 7, 2024
Professor Angelo Ravelli
Professor Tadej Avčin
Editors-in-Chief, Pediatric Rheumatology

Dear Professors Angelo Ravelli and Tadej Avčin,

I am attaching our manuscript entitled “Effect of additional intravenous immunoglobulin for infliximab-refractory Kawasaki disease: a cohort study,” which we request you to consider for publication under the category of Original Article in Pediatric Rheumatology. 

Refractory Kawasaki disease (KD) remains a challenge for pediatricians, even after 40 years of intravenous immunoglobulin (IVIG) treatment and 20 years of infliximab (IFX) therapy. Our study revealed that additional IVIG for IFX-refractory KD had a therapeutic effect comparable to that of the second IVIG for IVIG-resistant KD. Additional IVIG should be a hopeful therapeutic option for IFX-refractory KD. 

The present study may be the first to describe the effect of the treatment after IFX therapy with a cohort study. Our study at one of the largest KD centers in Japan enabled reliable data collection with precise clinical course information, very little missing data, and long echocardiography follow-up. 

All authors have participated in the concept and design, data analysis and interpretation, and manuscript drafting or revising. They are all responsible for the research and have approved the manuscript as submitted. The manuscript has not been previously published, nor is it being considered for publication elsewhere. If published in Pediatric Rheumatology, it will not be published elsewhere — either in a similar form or verbatim — without permission of the editors. 

We hope our manuscript is suitable for further peer review for Pediatric Rheumatology.

Sincerely, 

(Corresponding author)
Hiro Nakao, MD, MPH
Department of General Pediatrics and Interdisciplinary Medicine
National Center for Child Health and Development
2-10-1 Okura, Setagaya-ku, Tokyo 157-8535, Japan
Tel.: +81-3-3416-0181
Fax: +81-3-3416-2222
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