Supplementary Document – Qualitative Interview Guide

This semi-structured interview guide was developed by the research team to explore victims’ experiences of non-partner sexual violence (NPSV) and their strategies for managing its impact. The guide includes open-ended questions designed to elicit rich, narrative responses. Interviews are expected to last approximately 45–60 minutes, depending on participant engagement.

🔹 Core Interview Questions
1- Warm-Up – Attitudes Toward Sexual Violence: How would you describe your personal views and attitudes toward sexual violence in society?

2- Personal Experience: Have you personally experienced NPSV? If so, could you describe how it happened (e.g., when, where, by whom, how often)?

3- Impact of the Experience: How did this experience affect your physical, psychological, sexual, social, or economic well-being?

4- Coping Strategies: How did you manage the experience? How did certain strategies or resources help or hinder your recovery?

5- Interpersonal and Social Support: How did personal traits (e.g., resilience, communication style, emotional regulation) influence ability to manage the experience? How did family dynamics or community structures help or hinder ability to deal with the situation?

6- Disclosure and Reactions: How did you decide whom to share your experience with, and how did they respond? How were those reactions helpful or harmful?

7- Barriers to Recovery: How did societal attitudes, stigma, or institutional responses create challenges in your recovery process?

8- Supportive Factors: How did specific factors help you manage your situation more effectively? How should health, legal, or support systems change to better assist survivors?

9- Cultural Context: How do different ethnic groups respond to such experiences? How does the experience of sexual violence differ across various Iranian settings—such as urban vs. rural areas, among religious vs. non-religious individuals, and between married vs. single people? Are their support systems and reactions distinct?

10- Variability in Responses: How do you think people respond differently to similar experiences of sexual violence? How do cultural, demographic, or personal factors influence these differences?

11- Response to Others: If someone came to you today and shared that they had experienced sexual violence, how would you respond or support them?

12- Policy Perspective: If you were a policymaker, how would you address sexual violence in society? How would you design policies or systems to better protect and support victims?


[bookmark: _GoBack]🔸 Closing Prompts

· Message to Others: How would you like to address other survivors, policymakers, healthcare professionals, or legal authorities?
· Reflection: How would you act differently if you could go back in time to reduce the harm?
· Final Thoughts: How else would you like to contribute to this conversation that we haven’t yet discussed?
