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Table A1: Variance Inflation Factor 
	Variables
	VIF
	1/VIF

	Wealth Index
	1.84
	0.54

	Education
	1.51
	0.66

	Place of residence
	1.39
	0.72

	Age in years
	1.18
	0.85

	Distance to health facility
	1.17
	0.86

	Survey years
	1.16
	0.86

	Working status
	1.11
	0.90

	Mobility to health facility
	1.09
	0.92

	Region
	1.04
	0.96

	Marital status
	1.03
	0.97

	Religion
	1.01
	0.99

	Mean VIF
	1.23
	





Table A2: Background characteristics of sampled women in 2005-06, 2015-16, and 2019-21
	Background variables
	NFHS 3 (2005-06)
	NFHS 4 (2015-16)
	NFHS 5 (2019-21)

	
	n
	weighted %
	n
	weighted %
	n
	weighted %

	Age in years
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19-24
	19,733
	24.4
	16,587
	18.9
	13,091
	16.0

	25-34
	35,200
	36.9
	33,812
	36.9
	30,257
	36.9

	35-49
	38,073
	38.7
	40,164
	44.1
	38,580
	47.1

	Marital status
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Currently married
	86,994
	94.0
	84,675
	93.6
	76,241
	93.3

	Other
	6,012
	6.0
	5,888
	6.4
	5,687
	6.7

	Education
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No education
	36,598
	47.8
	30,279
	32.0
	23,817
	28.1

	Primary
	14,550
	15.6
	13,091
	14.2
	11,603
	14.0

	Secondary
	33,914
	30.9
	38,648
	43.2
	37,272
	45.1

	Higher
	7,944
	5.7
	8,545
	10.7
	9,236
	12.9

	Working status
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Working
	38,695
	44.3
	28,581
	31.4
	28,884
	33.3

	Not working
	54,311
	55.7
	61,982
	68.6
	53,044
	66.7

	Religion
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hindu
	68,918
	81.5
	68,267
	81.3
	62,469
	81.3

	Muslim
	12,127
	13.1
	12,462
	13.5
	9,887
	13.6

	Other
	11,961
	5.4
	9,834
	5.3
	9,572
	5.1

	Household wealth
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Poorest
	11,919
	18.9
	16,545
	16.6
	17,069
	18.8

	Poorer
	14,306
	20.0
	18,905
	19.0
	18,294
	20.4

	Middle
	17,967
	20.3
	19,133
	20.9
	17,202
	20.6

	Richer
	21,842
	20.3
	18,260
	21.5
	15,686
	20.4

	Richest
	26,972
	20.5
	17,720
	22.0
	13,677
	19.7

	Place of residence
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Urban
	40,647
	30.8
	26,669
	34.8
	19,841
	31.4

	Rural
	52,359
	69.2
	63,894
	65.3
	62,087
	68.6

	Region
	
	
	
	
	
	

	North
	17,155
	13.1
	19,314
	13.1
	16,170
	13.9

	Central
	17,390
	23.2
	21,625
	20.6
	18,300
	23.0

	Eastern
	14,214
	23.2
	15,814
	21.2
	13,947
	23.9

	Northeastern
	14,812
	3.6
	10,926
	3.2
	11,544
	3.7

	Western
	11,912
	14.6
	9,407
	16.5
	8,479
	14.2

	Southern
	17,523
	22.4
	13,477
	25.4
	13,488
	21.3

	Distance to health facility
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No problem
	49,452
	47.6
	32,465
	37.5
	60,631
	76.9

	Big problem
	43,554
	52.4
	58,098
	62.5
	21,297
	23.1

	Mobility to health facility
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Not alone
	30,623
	40.5
	32,865
	36.1
	27,848
	34.4

	Alone
	62,383
	59.5
	57,698
	63.9
	54,080
	65.6

	India
	93,006
	100.0
	90,563
	100.0
	81,928
	100.0


Note: n= unweighted frequency, and weighted %=weighted percentage


Table A4: Prevalence of reproductive tract infections among sampled women across background characteristics
	Background variables
	NFHS 3 (2005-06)
	NFHS 4 (2015-16)
	NFHS 5 (2019-21)
	Pooled dataset

	
	% [95% CI]
	% [95% CI]
	% [95% CI]
	% [95% CI]

	Age in years
	χ2 = 77.8, p<0.001
	χ2 = 60.3, p<0.001
	χ2 = 76.2, p<0.001
	χ2 = 176.0, p<0.001

	19-24
	10.7 [10.1,11.5]
	10.3 [09.6,11.1]
	13.3 [12.5,14.3]
	11.2 [10.8,11.7]

	25-34
	12.1 [11.4,12.8]
	12.2 [11.7,12.8]
	13.2 [12.5,14.0]
	12.4 [12.1,12.9]

	35-49
	10.0 [09.5,10.6]
	10.6 [10.1,11.2]
	11.2 [10.7,11.8]
	10.6 [10.5,10.9]

	
	
	
	
	

	Marital status
	χ2 = 31.5, p<0.001
	χ2 = 8.3, p=0.077
	χ2 = 0.2 , p=0.759
	χ2 = 25.7, p=0.001

	Currently married
	11.1 [10.6,11.6]
	11.2 [10.8,11.7]
	12.3 [11.9,12.9]
	11.5 [11.3,11.8]

	Other
	8.6 [07.7,09.8]
	10.0 [08.8,11.4]
	12.1 [10.7,13.7]
	10.2 [09.5,11.0]

	
	
	
	
	

	Education
	χ2 = 439.3, p<0.001
	χ2 = 28.9, p=0.012
	χ2 = 8.9,0.319
	χ2 = 209, <0.001

	No education
	12.8 [12.1,13.5]
	11.7 [11.2,12.3]
	12.4 [11.7,13.2]
	12.4 [12.0,12.8]

	Primary
	11.5 [10.7,12.4]
	11.8 [11.0,12.6]
	12.7 [11.8,13.7]
	11.9 [11.5,12.5]

	Secondary
	8.8 [08.3,09.3]
	10.6 [10.1,11.2]
	12.3 [11.8,13.0]
	10.7 [10.4,11.1]

	Higher
	5.8 [05.1,06.7]
	10.5 [09.4,11.8]
	11.4 [10.3,12.8]
	9.9 [09.2,10.7]

	
	
	
	
	

	Working status
	χ2 = 23.8, p=0.004
	χ2 = 61.2, p<0.001
	χ2 = 5.3, p=0.146
	χ2 = 64.1, p<0.001

	Working
	11.5 [10.9,12.2]
	12.3 [11.8,13.0]
	12.7 [12.0,13.4]
	12.1 [11.7,12.5]

	Not working
	10.5 [09.97,11.1]
	10.6 [10.2,11.1]
	12.1 [11.6,12.7]
	11.0 [10.8,11.4]

	
	
	
	
	

	Religion
	χ2 = 358.0, p<0.001
	χ2 = 48.0, p<0.001
	χ2 = 52.1, p=0.003
	χ2 = 349.1, p<0.001

	Hindu
	10.3 [09.9,10.9]
	10.8 [10.4,11.3]
	12 [11.4,12.6]
	11.0 [10.7,11.3]

	Muslim
	15.8 [14.3,17.4]
	12.8 [11.9,14.0]
	14.4 [13.2,15.8]
	14.3 [13.6,15.2]

	Other
	8.1 [07.1,09.3]
	12 [10.7,13.4]
	12.1 [10.9,13.5]
	10.6 [09.9,11.4]

	
	
	
	
	

	Household wealth
	χ2 = 621.3, <0.001
	χ2 =32.8, p=0.011
	χ2 =14.4, p=0.221
	χ2 =381.9, p<0.001

	Poorest
	14.4 [13.4,15.5]
	12.0 [11.3,12.9]
	12.5 [11.6,13.4]
	13.1 [12.6,13.6]

	Poorer
	13.2 [12.4,14.2]
	11.6 [11.0,12.4]
	12.4 [11.7,13.3]
	12.5 [12.0,12.9]

	Middle
	10.9 [10.1,11.7]
	11.2 [10.5,11.9]
	12.9 [12.0,13.9]
	11.6 [11.2,12.1]

	Richer
	8.9 [08.3,09.7]
	10.7 [10.1,11.5]
	11.6 [10.9,12.4]
	10.4 [10.0,10.8]

	Richest
	7.5 [07.0,08.2]
	10.3 [09.5,11.3]
	12.1 [11.2,13.1]
	9.8 [09.4,10.4]

	
	
	
	
	

	Place of residence
	χ2 =364.9, p<0.001
	χ2 =32.7, p=0.008
	χ2 =26.1, p=0.023
	χ2 =305.7, p<0.001

	Urban
	8.0 [07.4,08.8]
	10.3 [09.6,11.1]
	11.4 [10.6,12.4]
	9.8 [09.5,10.3]

	Rural
	12.2 [11.6,12.9]
	11.6 [11.1,12.1]
	12.7 [12.1,13.4]
	12.2 [11.9,12.5]

	
	
	
	
	

	Region
	χ2 =2223.0, p<0.001
	χ2 =467.6, p<0.001
	χ2 =740.3, <0.001
	χ2 =2663.0, p<0.001

	North
	11.3 [10.3,12.4]
	15.0 [14.1,16.0]
	15.5 [14.4,16.8]
	13.8 [13.3,14.5]

	Central
	16.3 [15.2,17.5]
	13.6 [12.9,14.4]
	16.5 [15.4,17.7]
	15.5 [15.0,16.2]

	Eastern
	13.1 [11.9,14.3]
	10.3 [09.5,11.3]
	10.8 [09.9,11.8]
	11.5 [10.9,12.1]

	Northeastern
	20.0 [17.3,23.1]
	10.8 [09.7,12.1]
	14.5 [13.3,15.9]
	15.4 [14.2,16.8]

	Western
	6.9 [06.1,07.9]
	8.7 [07.8,09.8]
	8.7 [07.8,09.8]
	8.1 [07.6,08.7]

	Southern
	4.1 [03.7,04.7]
	9.4 [08.5,10.4]
	9.4 [08.2,10.9]
	7.6 [07.1,08.2]

	
	
	
	
	

	Distance to health facility
	χ2 =476.8, p<0.001
	χ2 =127.5, p<0.001
	χ2 =27.5, p=0.001
	χ2 =357.0, p<0.001

	No problem
	8.6 [08.1,09.2]
	9.6 [09.1,10.2]
	12 [11.4,12.6]
	10.3 [10.0,10.7]

	Big problem
	13.1 [12.4,13.8]
	12 [11.6,12.59]
	13.4 [12.7,14.2]
	12.7 [12.3,13.1]

	
	
	
	
	

	Mobility to health facility
	χ2 =1.7, p=0.428
	χ2 =0.0, p=0.946
	χ2 =8.84, p=0.080
	χ2 =3.8, p=0.231

	Not alone
	11.1 [10.5,11.8]
	11.1 [10.6,11.7]
	12.8 [12.1,13.5]
	11.6 [11.2,12.0]

	Alone
	10.8 [10.3,11.4]
	11.1 [10.7,11.7]
	12.1 [11.5,12.7]
	11.3 [11.0,11.7]

	India
	10.9 [10.5,11.5]
	11.1 [10.8,11.6]
	12.3 [11.8,12.9]
	11.4 [11.2,11.7]


Note: %= Percentage, 95% CI= 95% Confidence Interval, χ2 = Chi square value, and p= p-value


Table A3: Prevalence of treatment-seeking for reproductive tract infection among sampled women across background characteristics
	Background variables
	NFHS 3 (2005-06)
	NFHS 4 (2015-16)
	NFHS 5 (2019-21)
	Pooled dataset

	
	% [95% CI]
	% [95% CI]
	% [95% CI]
	% [95% CI]

	Age in years
	χ2 = 59.6, p<0.001
	χ2 = 29.4, p=0.001
	χ2 = 10.8, p=0.079
	χ2 = 89.2, p<0.001

	19-24
	33.0 [30.4,35.8]
	34.4 [31.8,37.6]
	39.5 [36.4,42.8]
	35.3 [33.7,37.1]

	25-34
	41.7 [39.8,43.8]
	41.5 [39.4,43.7]
	42.8 [40.1,45.6]
	42.0 [40.7,43.4]

	35-49
	43.1 [40.9,45.3]
	38.8 [36.8,40.9]
	43.9 [41.7,46.1]
	41.9 [40.7,43.2]

	
	
	
	
	

	Marital status
	χ2 = 0.217, p=0.712
	χ2 = 1.4, p=0.408
	χ2 = 3.9, p=0.191
	χ2 = 0.4, p=0.631

	Currently married
	40.2 [38.8,41.7]
	39.0 [37.6,40.5]
	42.9 [41.2,44.7]
	40.7 [39.8,41.6]

	Other
	39.0 [33.3,45.2]
	41.4 [36.1,47.0]
	39.1 [33.5,45.2]
	39.8 [36.6,43.3]

	
	
	
	
	

	Education
	χ2 = 255.3, p<0.001
	χ2 = 86.6, p<0.001
	χ2 = 51.0, p<0.001
	χ2 = 326.6, p<0.001

	No education
	33.1 [31.4,35.0]
	33.5 [31.6,35.6]
	40.2 [37.5,42.9]
	34.9 [33.7,36.2]

	Primary
	43.6 [40.4,46.9]
	39.3 [36.0,42.8]
	36.6 [33.2,40.3]
	40.1 [38.2,42.1]

	Secondary
	51.6 [49.2,54.0]
	43.4 [41.2,45.7]
	45.3 [43.1,47.5]
	46.0 [44.7,47.4]

	Higher
	56.1 [49.4,62.7]
	40.1 [35.5,45.0]
	45.9 [40.3,51.7]
	44.9 [41.6,48.4]

	
	
	
	
	

	Working status
	χ2 = 23.8, p<0.001
	χ2 = 15.9, p=0.006
	χ2 = 17.0, p=0.004
	χ2 = 0.9, p=0.500

	Working
	37.4 [35.4,39.5]
	41.6 [39.5,43.9]
	45.4 [42.9,47.9]
	41.0 [39.7,42.3]

	Not working
	42.5 [40.7,44.4]
	37.8 [36.1,39.6]
	41.2 [39.2,43.4]
	40.4 [39.3,41.7]

	
	
	
	
	

	Religion
	χ2 = 8.4, p=0.0492
	χ2 = 20.9, p=0.008
	χ2 = 10.1, p=0.125
	χ2 = 31.6, p<0.001

	Hindu
	39.8 [38.2,41.4]
	38.1 [36.5,39.7]
	41.9 [39.9,44.0]
	39.9 [38.9,40.9]

	Muslim
	40.1 [37.0,43.3]
	42.4 [39.0,46.0]
	45.1 [41.0,49.3]
	42.3 [40.3,44.5]

	Other
	47.6 [42.5,52.7]
	44.8 [39.5,50.3]
	46.9 [41.9,52.0]
	46.3 [43.3,49.4]

	
	
	
	
	

	Household wealth
	χ2 = 312.2, p<0.001
	χ2 = 141.1, p<0.001
	χ2 = 89.9, p<0.001
	χ2 = 504.3, p<0.001

	Poorest
	30.6 [28.1,33.3]
	30.3 [27.7,33.1]
	35.1 [31.9,38.5]
	31.9 [30.3,33.6]

	Poorer
	34.4 [31.8,37.2]
	34.8 [32.0,37.7]
	40.3 [37.4,43.3]
	36.4 [34.8,38.1]

	Middle
	39.0 [36.2,41.9]
	40.7 [37.9,43.6]
	44.2 [40.7,47.8]
	41.3 [39.6,43.2]

	Richer
	50.3 [47.1,53.5]
	43.6 [40.7,46.6]
	45.3 [42.2,48.5]
	46.2 [44.5,48.0]

	Richest
	56.3 [53.1,59.6]
	45.0 [41.5,48.6]
	48.3 [44.6,52.2]
	49.3 [47.2,51.4]

	
	
	
	
	

	Place of residence
	χ2 = 85.2, p<0.001
	χ2 = 13.1, p=0.039
	χ2 = 26.6, p=0.006
	χ2 = 109.7, p<0.001

	Urban
	49.1 [46.4,51.8]
	41.5 [38.6,44.6]
	46.5 [43.3,49.8]
	45.3 [43.6,47.1]

	Rural
	37.5 [35.9,39.2]
	38.0 [36.5,39.6]
	41.1 [39.0,43.3]
	38.8 [37.8,39.9]

	
	
	
	
	

	Region
	χ2 = 122.4, p<0.001
	χ2 = 78.6, p<0.001
	χ2 = 135.6, p<0.001
	χ2 = 100.5, p<0.001

	North
	41.4 [37.9,45.0]
	43.3 [40.8,46.0]
	36.6 [33.6,39.8]
	40.4 [38.7,42.2]

	Central
	34.1 [31.9,36.5]
	41.5 [39.3,43.8]
	44.8 [42.2,47.6]
	39.7 [38.3,41.3]

	Eastern
	40.9 [37.9,44.0]
	35.1 [31.9,38.5]
	38.6 [34.8,42.7]
	38.5 [36.7,40.6]

	Northeastern
	39.3 [35.3,43.5]
	22.9 [19.2,27.2]
	36.9 [32.5,41.5]
	35.0 [32.5,37.6]

	Western
	45.9 [41.3,50.5]
	40.4 [35.7,45.5]
	55.9 [50.4,61.3]
	46.8 [43.9,49.8]

	Southern
	54.5 [49.9,59.1]
	38.2 [34.6,41.9]
	43.6 [37.1,50.3]
	43.2 [40.2,46.2]

	
	
	
	
	

	Distance to health facility
	χ2 = 74.1, p<0.001
	χ2 = 34.2, p<0.001
	χ2 = 12.2, p=0.023
	χ2 = 143.7, p<0.001

	No problem
	45.9 [43.8,48.2]
	43 [40.5,45.6]
	43.6 [41.5,45.9]
	44.1 [42.8,45.5]

	Big problem
	36.7 [35.0,38.4]
	37.3 [35.7,39.0]
	39.8 [37.3,42.5]
	37.4 [36.4,38.6]

	
	
	
	
	

	Mobility to health facility
	χ2 = 34.4, p<0.001
	χ2 = 0.3, p=0.673
	χ2 = 14.9, p=0.016
	χ2 = 40.5, p<0.001

	Not alone
	36.5 [34.4,38.7]
	38.8 [36.7,40.9]
	40.2 [37.9,42.6]
	38.3 [37.1,39.7]

	Alone
	42.7 [41.0,44.5]
	39.3 [37.6,41.2]
	44 [41.7,46.4]
	42.0 [40.9,43.2]

	India
	40.1 [38.7,41.6]
	39.1 [37.8,40.6]
	42.7 [40.9,44.5]
	40.6 [39.8,41.6]


Note: %= Percentage, 95% CI= 95% Confidence Interval, χ2 = Chi square value, and p= p-value


