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	[bookmark: _GoBack]Research objectives:
· Assess knowledge and perceptions of VMMC
· Assess interest in Shang Ring and impact on interest in VMMC
· Assess ability to understand Shang Ring information/assent process




Sample structure:

	[bookmark: _Hlk109118338]
	13-14 Year-Old boys
	15-16 Year-Old boys

	HARARE
	83
	83

	Hopely
	23
	17

	Glen Norah
	17
	23

	Mabvuku
	23
	23

	Mabelriegn
	10
	10

	Greendale
	10
	10

	MANICALAND
	69
	69

	Buhera
	14
	14

	Mutare Rural
	14
	14

	Chikanga
	11
	11

	Dangamvura
	8
	8

	Murambi
	8
	8

	Sakubva
	7
	7

	Chitomborwizi
	7
	7

	Mashonaland Central
	45
	45

	Rushinga
	16
	16

	Bindura
	29
	29

	Mashonaland East
	53
	53

	Seke/Mahusekwa
	10
	10

	Beatrice 
	13
	13

	Dema
	15
	15

	Epworth
	15
	15

	Mashonaland West
	59
	59

	Zvimba (Murombedzi)
	29
	29

	Norton
	30
	30

	Bulawayo
	26
	26

	Nkulumane
	8
	9

	Emganwini
	9
	8

	Cowdry Park
	9
	9

	Midlands
	63
	63

	Shurugwi
	15
	15

	Gweru
	25
	25

	Kwekwe
	23
	23

	Matabeleland South
	14
	14

	Magwe
	14
	14

	Matabeleland North
	13
	13

	Bubi
	13
	13






Recruitment summary:

	S1. Language 
	Record preferred language for interview

	S2. Gender
	Male ONLY

	S3. Age
	Recruit: 
13 - 14 year-olds
15 – 16 year-olds 
According to quota listed above

	S4. District
	Recruit according to quota listed above

	S5. Familiarity with male circumcision
	Must NOT be unfamiliar with male circumcision

	S6. Circumcision status
	Must NOT be circumcised



A. 	Assent and Consent Verification 
[bookmark: _Hlk80977912]
[bookmark: _Hlk53565694]A1. Have you verified that the adolescent completed the assent form?

· Yes
· No

[PN: SINGLE CODE. CLOSE IF ‘NO’ SELECTED]

A2. Have you verified that the adolescent’s parent/guardian completed the consent form?

· Yes
· No

[PN: SINGLE CODE. CLOSE IF ‘NO’ SELECTED]

	
B. 	Screener


[bookmark: _Hlk107497109]S1. In which language do you prefer to be asked questions?

(Please select one answer only)

· English
· Shona
· Ndebele

[PN: SINGLE CODE]

[bookmark: _Hlk107497181]S2. What is your gender?

MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code appropriate answer.

· Male
· Female
· Other
· Prefer not to say

[PN: SINGLE CODE, CLOSE IF MALE NOT SELECTED]


[bookmark: _Hlk107497211]S3. What is your age?

MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code appropriate answer.

· 12 and under
· 13 years
· 14 years
· 15 years
· 16 years
· 17 years +
· Prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE, CLOSE IF NOT 13-16 YEARS, CHECK QUOTAS]

[bookmark: _Hlk107497303]S4a. Which province of Zimbabwe do you live in? 

[bookmark: _Hlk111813117]MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code appropriate answer.
  

1. Bulawayo 
2. Harare
3. Manicaland 
4. Mashonaland Central 
5. Mashonaland East 
6. Mashonaland West 
7. Matabeleland South
8. [bookmark: _Hlk110247006]Matabeleland North
9. Midlands
10. Don’t know / Prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE, CHECK QUOTAS, CLOSE IF DON’T KNOW/ PREFER NOT TO SAY]

S4b. Which district of Zimbabwe do you live in? 

[bookmark: _Hlk111813158]MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code appropriate answer.
  

· ASK IF SELECTED 1 AT S4a: 
· Nkulumane
· Emganwini
· Cowdry Park
· ASK IF SELECTED 2 AT S4a: 
· Hopely
· Glen Norah
· Mabvuku
· Mabelriegn
· Greendale
· ASK IF SELECTED 3 AT S4a: 
· Buhera 
· Mutare Rural
· Chikanga
· Dangamvura
· Murambi
· Sakubva
· Chitomborwizi
· ASK IF SELECTED 4 AT S4a: 
· Rushinga
· Bindura
· ASK IF SELECTED 5 AT S4a: 
· Seke/Mahusekwa
· Beatrice
· Dema
· Epworth
· ASK IF SELECTED 6 AT S4a: 
· Zvimba (Murombedzi)
· Norton
· ASK IF SELECTED 7 AT S4a: 
· Magwe
· [bookmark: _Hlk110251862]ASK IF SELECTED 8 AT S4a : 
· Bubi
· ASK IF SELECTED 8 9 AT S4a: 
· Shurugwi
· Gweru
· Kwekwe

[PN: SINGLE CODE, CHECK QUOTAS]


S5. In this interview we will be talking about male circumcision. This is the procedure that is used to remove the foreskin from the human penis. 

Which of the following statements best describes how familiar you are with the term circumcision?

MODERATOR: Read out responses. Code appropriate answer.


1. I had never heard of male circumcision before today
2. I have heard of circumcision but do not know much about it 
3. I have heard of circumcision, and I know a little bit about it
4. I have heard of circumcision, and I know a lot about it 
5. Prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE, CLOSE IF CODE 1 OR 5 SELECTED]

[bookmark: _Hlk107497324]S6. Are you circumcised?

[bookmark: _Hlk111814678]MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code appropriate answer.


1. Yes
2. No
3. Prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE, CLOSE IF 1 OR 3 SELECTED]

	
C. 	Background and context

Q1. We would like to know a little bit more about you. Who do you live with in your household?

MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code appropriate answer/s.


· My mother
· My father
· My brother/s
· My sister/s
· My grandmother
· My grandfather
· Cousin/s
· Auntie/s
· Uncle/s
· Friend/s
· House help
· Prefer not to say
[PN: MULTIPLE CODE/ PREFER NOT TO SAY = SINGLE CODE]


Q2. What is your favourite activity that you do for fun?

[PN: OPEN RESPONSE]

	
D. 	VMMC Knowledge and information sources


Q3. We will now move on to talk about circumcision again. Please note that when we talk about circumcision, we mean “Voluntary Male Medical Circumcision” or where a person is circumcised at a medical facility rather than for traditional purposes. 

To the best of your knowledge, have any of your male friends or family members been circumcised?

MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code appropriate answer.

1. Yes
2. No
3. Prefer not to say

[PN: SINGLE CODE]

Q4. [PN: ASK IF CODE 1 SELECTED AT Q3] Specifically which people do you know who have been circumcised?

MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code appropriate answer/s.


· My father
· My brother/s
· My uncle/s
· My cousin/s
· My grandfather
· One of my friends
· More than one of my friends
· Prefer not to say

[PN: MULTIPLE CODE/ PREFER NOT TO SAY = SINGLE CODE]

Q5. I am now going to read you a few statements about circumcision, and I would like you to select the one that best describes how you feel about being circumcised in the future. Please think about how you personally feel about circumcision, without considering what other people around you may think about it.

MODERATOR: Read out responses. Code appropriate answer.


1. I will definitely not get circumcised in the future 
2. I am unsure of circumcision and am undecided about whether I will get circumcised
3. I am interested in getting circumcised in the future
4. I will definitely get circumcised in the future
5. Prefer not to say

[PN: SINGLE CODE]

Q6. I am now going to read you a list of statements about circumcision, and I would like you to tell me if you think each statement is true or false. Please do not worry about your answers – this is not a test!

	
	TRUE
	FALSE
	DON’T KNOW

	Male circumcision reduces the risk of getting HIV or other Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs)
	
	
	

	Male circumcision can prevent cervical cancer in women
	
	
	

	Male circumcision improves cleanliness and hygiene
	
	
	

	Once circumcised a man cannot get any sexual disease, so no longer has to use condoms to prevent HIV
	
	
	

	After male circumcision the foreskin might be used for witchcraft purposes 
	
	
	

	Male circumcision procedure itself is not painful as one is given a numbing injection
	
	
	

	During the healing process after male circumcision, one experiences constant pain which is difficult to manage
	
	
	

	The risk of serious bleeding after male circumcision is very low
	
	
	

	Male circumcision increases the chances of getting infections like tetanus
	
	
	

	After you have been circumcised, you must place salt directly onto the wound to help it heal
	
	
	

	When you go to the clinic for circumcision, you cannot change your mind 
	
	
	

	A small number of boys get scarring on their penis after circumcision
	
	
	

	Once you are circumcised, you will never have a foreskin again
	
	
	

	Written consent is needed to have circumcision
	
	
	

	If a boy is under 18 years, their parents have to provide permission (consent) and the boy has to provide agreement as well (assent) for circumcision
	
	
	

	You have to test for HIV before going for male circumcision
	
	
	

	There is risk of severe infection of the wound if you do not care for the wound properly and keeping wound clean
	
	
	



[PN: SINGLE CODE FOR EACH STATEMENT, RANDOMISE LIST ORDER]

Q7a. Please think about all the information that you have heard about circumcision in the past. From which places or which people have you received this information?


Q7b. [PN ONLY SHOW OPTIONS SELECTED IN Q7a] Which one of these information sources has provided you with the most information about circumcision?

Q7c. [PN ONLY SHOW OPTIONS SELECTED IN Q7a] Which one of these information sources is your preferred source of information What is your number one most preferred information source about circumcision?

MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code spontaneous responses.


	
	Q7a
	Q7b
	Q7c

	Your mother
	
	
	

	Your father
	
	
	

	Your brother/s
	
	
	

	Your sister/s
	
	
	

	Your grandparents
	
	
	

	Your wider family
	
	
	

	Your friend/s
	
	
	

	A teacher/s
	
	
	

	A community mobiliser
	
	
	

	A school mobiliser
	
	
	

	A peer mobiliser
	
	
	

	A Doctor, nurse, or healthcare worker
	
	
	

	Chief or community leader
	
	
	

	Religious leader
	
	
	

	Posters/ billboards/ signs
	
	
	

	TV / radio
	
	
	

	Newspapers/ magazines
	
	
	

	Online 
	
	
	

	Other: Please specify
	
	
	

	None of the above
	
	
	

	Prefer not to say
	
	
	



[PN: Q7a: MULTIPLE CODE/ Q7b: SINGLE CODE/ Q7c: SINGLE CODE/ NONE OF THE ABOVE + PREFER NOT TO SAY = ALWAYS SINGLE CODE]

Q8. How comfortable do you feel discussing circumcision with the following people? Please say whether you feel completely comfortable, somewhat comfortable, or not at all comfortable.

[bookmark: _Hlk111809650][bookmark: _Hlk111813684]MODERATOR: Read out the scale options for each statement. Code appropriate answer.


	1. Completely comfortable
	2. Somewhat comfortable
	3. Not at all comfortable




	Your mother

	Your father

	Your brother/s

	Your sister/s

	Your grandparents

	Your wider family

	Your friend/s

	A teacher/s

	A community mobiliser

	A peer mobiliser 

	A Doctor, nurse, or healthcare worker

	Chief or community leader

	Religious leader



[PN: SINGLE CODE FOR EACH OPTION, RANDOMISE LIST ORDER]

Q9a. Thinking about the last year, how many times have you been spoken to by a school or community VMMC mobiliser about getting circumcised?
MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code appropriate answer.

1. This has never happened
2. Once
3. Two to three times
4. Four to five times
5. Six or more times
6. Prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE]

Q9b. Thinking about the last year, how many times have you been spoken to by a Peer mobiliser about getting circumcised?
MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code appropriate answer.

1. This has never happened
2. Once
3. Two to three times
4. Four to five times
5. Six or more times
6. Prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE]

Q10a. I would now like you to imagine that you have been educated about circumcision but have decided that it is not right for you now. Are you comfortable with somebody like a VMMC mobiliser following up with you to check this decision later?

1. Yes
2. No
3. Prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE]

Q10b. [PN: ASK ALL SELECTING CODE 1 AT Q10a] What do you feel is an appropriate time to wait before you are approached again to discuss your circumcision decision?
MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code appropriate answer.


1. Within 1 month
2. Within 3 months
3. Within 6 months
4. Within a year
5. Longer than a year
6. Never
7. Prefer not to say

[PN: SINGLE CODE]

Q10c [PN: ASK ALL SELECTING CODE 1 AT Q10a]. How would you most like to be contacted?

MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Probe further if only one reason mentioned. Code spontaneous mentions.


1. Phone call
2. WhatsApp/text
3. In person, at home
4. In person, at school 
5. Other: specify
[PN: MULTI SELECT]

	
E. 	VMMC attitudes

Q11. What do you think are the main reasons that boys like you would go to be circumcised?

MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Probe further if only one reason mentioned. Code spontaneous mentions. 

· To protect against HIV/ STIs
· Influence from friends, family, or role models
· Because everybody else is going for it / they do not want to be left out
· They hear sex lasts longer
· Hygiene and cleanliness
· To protect their partners from HPV/ cervical cancer
· To protect future generations/ community from HIV
· Because their favourite celebrity has done it
· Because they have been taught about it at school and feel that they should
· To get some free stuff i.e. t-shirt, ruler, food 
· They believe that girls prefer it
· They are considered smart by school/ mobilisers/ peers
· Other: Please specify
· Prefer not to say

[PN: MULTIPLE CODE/ PREFER NOT TO SAY = SINGLE CODE]

Q12. [PN: ASK ALL WHO SELECTED CODE 2 AT Q11]. You mentioned that some boys might want to get circumcised because of influence from other people. Who do you think are most likely to be influencing boys in this way?

MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code spontaneous mentions. Probe further if only one reason mentioned

· Their parents
· Their brother/s
· Their sister/s
· Other members of their family
· Friends who have already been for circumcision
· Friends who are considering circumcision
· School/ a teacher
· Community mobiliser
· Peer mobiliser
· Mobiliser at school
· A doctor, nurse, or other healthcare professional
· Other: Please specify
· Prefer not to say

[PN: MULTIPLE CODE/ PREFER NOT TO SAY = SINGLE CODE]

Q13. What do you think are the main reasons that boys like you would not want to be circumcised?

MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code spontaneous mentions. Probe further if only one reason mentioned

· They are uncertain or lack information about circumcision
· They fear the pain involved 
· They are worried about the needles used for anaesthetic
· They do not want to have stitches
· They are worried about the aftercare
· They are worried about having an operation on their penis
· They are embarrassed about circumcision 
· They are worried about loss of sex, loss of pleasure or diminished sexual performance
· They are worried about surgical complications associated with circumcision
· They are distrustful of circumcision
· They do not believe that male circumcision is useful
· They do not feel that circumcising aligns with their tribe or religious beliefs
· They do not have the time to circumcise
· They fear HIV testing
· They are worried about the impact to their daily activities throughout the healing period
· They do not want to miss school
· They feel they are too young
· They are worried about being teased by friends/ at school
· Their parents/ family do not approve
· They are worried about what will happen to their foreskin after the procedure
· Other: Please specify
· Prefer not to say

[PN: MULTIPLE CODE/ PREFER NOT TO SAY = SINGLE CODE]

	
F. 	Introduction to Shang Ring


Q14. We are now going to talk about a method of circumcision known as the Shang Ring. Have you ever seen or heard about Shang Ring before today?

MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code appropriate answer.


1. Yes
2. No
3. Prefer not to say

[PN: SINGLE CODE]

MODERATOR: Show showcard of Shang Ring vs. surgical VMMC

MODERATOR READ OUT: There is a new circumcision method called the Shang Ring. With surgical VMMC you will get an injection to numb the penis, the foreskin is cut, and then you will get stitches to help the wound heal. With Shang Ring method, you will not have a numbing injection – instead, a numbing cream or a gel is applied to the penis. The ring is applied to the penis. The foreskin is removed to stop the bleeding. Instead of having stitches, you will wear the a ring for 7 days. on your penis after the foreskin is removed to help stop the bleeding. After 7 days you will return to the clinic to get the ring removed. The Shang Ring procedure usually takes 5-10 minutes, while surgical VMMC takes closer to 20-30 minutes.

MODERATOR: Show showcard of Shang Ring vs. surgical VMMC
Q15. What do you feel are the main benefits of circumcision using Shang Ring, if any?

MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code spontaneous mentions. Probe further if only one reason mentioned

· Quick procedure time
· There is less pain compared with surgical circumcision
· Anaesthetic is gel/ cream rather than an injection
· There are no stitches
· The wound aftercare seems manageable
· You can return to school/ daily activities straight after the procedure
· The recovery period seems better than surgical circumcision
· Nobody else will be able to tell that you have been circumcised
· Other: Please specify
· I do not think there are any benefits to the Shang Ring
· Prefer not to say

[PN: MULTIPLE CODE/ LAST TWO CODES = SINGLE CODE]

Q16. What do you feel are the main drawbacks of circumcision using Shang Ring, if any?

MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code spontaneous mentions. Probe further if only one reason mentioned

· It will hurt to have the Shang Ring put on/ removed
· It will be painful to have erections during the recovery period
· You have to go back to the clinic after 7 days to have the ring removed
· I do not like the idea of wearing the ring for a week
· You cannot play as much sport during the recovery period
· People might see the ring 
· I am embarrassed to go to the clinic
· It is still a circumcision which I am unsure about
· I do not think there are any drawbacks to circumcision using the Shang Ring
· Other: Please specify
· Prefer not to say

[PN: MULTIPLE CODE/ PREFER NOT TO SAY = SINGLE CODE]


Q17. I am now going to read you a few statements about circumcision, and I would like you to select the one that best describes how you feel about being circumcised in the future if Shang Ring is available for your circumcision. 

MODERATOR: Read out responses. Code appropriate answer. 

1. I will definitely not get circumcised in the future 
2. I am undecided about whether I will get circumcised
3. I am interested in getting circumcised in the future
4. I will definitely get circumcised in the future
5. Prefer not to say

[PN: SINGLE CODE]

Q18. ASK THOSE SELECTING CODE 3-4 AT Q1 WHO SELECTED CODES 1-2 AT Q5. Would the availability of Shang Ring make you more likely to go for circumcision in the future?

MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code appropriate answer. 


1. Yes
2. No
3. Prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE]



Q19. I’m interested to hear if you have a preference between different kinds of circumcision. As a reminder. Based on what you have heard so far, is there a circumcision method that you would prefer? 

MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code appropriate answer.

1. Surgical approach
2. Shang Ring
3. I would be happy with either option
4. Prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE]

Q20. [PN: ASK THOSE SELECTING CODES 2-4 AT Q17]. When do you think you would be willing to be circumcised in the future with any method?

MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code appropriate answer.

1. Within the next 2 weeks
2. Within the next 3 months
3. Within the next month
4. Within the next 6 months
5. Within the next year
6. After 12 months from now
7. Within the next 2-3 years
8. When I am 18+/ an adult
9. Prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE]

	
G. 	Consent/ assent

Q21. Do you feel you are old enough to make the decision about whether you are circumcised without the permission of your parents?

MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code appropriate answer. 


1. Yes
2. No
3. Prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE]


Q22. [PN: IF CODE 2 AT Q21] At which age do you feel you would be old enough to make the decision about whether you are circumcised without the permission of your parents?

· Insert age:
· Prefer not to say
[PN: NUMERICAL, 13-99]


Q23. Which of these statements best represents how your parents feel about you being circumcised?

MODERATOR: Read out responses. Code appropriate answer.

1. They really want me to be circumcised and are placing pressure on me do so
2. They encourage me to be circumcised but respect that it is my decision
3. They have no preference about whether I am circumcised
4. They are unsure about circumcision but would support me to have it if I chose
5. They really do not want me to be circumcised and would not give their permission
6. They have never mentioned circumcision to me, so I do not know how they feel about it
7. Prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE]

Q24. Do you feel your parents would like you to go for surgical circumcision or to use Shang Ring, or do they have no preference?

MODERATOR: Do not Read out responses. Code appropriate answer.


1. Surgical circumcision
2. Shang Ring
3. They would have no preference between the two
4. Prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE]


PLEASE REMEMBER TO THANK THE RESPONDENT 


[PN: CLOSE]
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